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1. INTRODUCTION 

This study is an attempt to extend the analysis of change in the land 
distribution over time, to 1991. In an earlier study we have shown a strong tendency 
towards increasing concentration of operated area, between 1972 and 1980. This 
concentration was seen to be engendered by a dynamic associated with the High 
Yielding Variety (HYV) technology. This study attempts to examine whether the 
HYV dynamic has continued to increase concentration of area over the decade of 
the 80s. The recently concluded Agricultural Census of 1991, allows us to do this. 

Our major result is that concentration of operated area has increased further 
between 1980 and 1991. However, the long run nature of concentration found here, 
points to another possible explanation. The HYV dynamic may have been one 
initiating change in a series of price and technology changes, leading to continual 
change in factor use in the direction of concentration. 

2. THEORY ON THE CAUSALITY OF LAND CONCENTRATION 

2.1. The Distributions of Owned and 
Operated Area 

The distribution of land is an abstraction, and needs to be examined through 
two specific distributions. These are, the distributions of owned and operated area. 
The distribution of owned area will often be the more concentrated of the two. Some 
of the owned area will not be operated by owners, and rented out to the landless. 
However, the following conditions state that there are a number of possibilities in 
going from the distribution of owned area, to rented area, and finally operated area. 

If we represent: 

1 = land owners, 
p = operators, 
r = renters, 

L = Gini for distribution of owned area, 
P = Gini for distribution of operated area, 
R = Gini for distribution of rented area. 

Then we have the following conditions: 
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