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System (PDS), Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTs), and National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (NREGA), the strengthened PDS is seen as a promising form of social
support. The authors conclude that, in any case, the poor should not be left on their own
to struggle on their way out of destitution; some form of ‘support’ for the poor is
indispensable.

A particularly striking feature of Indian economy highlighted in the book is the
large scale and multidimensional inequality that is historically prevalent yet inadequately
addressed. Inequalities range from the domain of income to gender, caste, education and
even to the knowledge of English. And all of these different forms of inequalities tend to
feed each other, forming a vicious circle of multiple deprivations. The depressing feature
associated with inequalities peculiar to Indian case is not the abundance available to the
affluent few but the utter lack of even basic necessities for a decent living for a vast
majority of Indian populace. Gravity of the situation is aggravated by the lack of public
debate on issues concerning the destitute owing to their under representation, and in some
cases non-representation, as an identity group which causes failure of the needs of the
indigent to earn recognition on political front. The widely applauded Indian democracy
also proves far from being well-functioning in this regard, calling for an initiation of
extensive public reasoning, facilitated mainly by the media, to highlight the needs of the
underdogs in the society and the subsequent political debates on policy proposals for
required remedies. In the end, the book stresses the need for impatience in getting these
social issues solved to get the troubled stratum of the Indian society out of the miserable
state of affairs it is currently in and to build human capabilities if the country wants to
enjoy economic growth in the long run.

The major strength of this book lies in the statistical support and thorough
referencing of the evidence presented. Moreover, the arguments are placed in context by
international comparisons as well as comparing performance of different states within
India, which enhances the reader’s comprehension of the nature of the problem. In
addition to being an engrossing and captivating read throughout, the book is praiseworthy
for a generally hopeful perspective on the dismal state of affairs. The practical
suggestions for improvements drawing from international and national experience leave
the reader optimistic about the consequences of struggling for a change for the better.
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