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Print Editions

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The Pakistan Institute of De-
velopment Economics (PIDE) hosted a
high-level Chinese delegation on Friday
lo discuss strategies for boosting Pak-
istan’s economy.

The event, titled ‘Pakistan Economy &
Growth: Leamning from Chinese Experi-
enee’, aimed to share insights on China's
peonomic success story.

PIDE Vice Chancellor Dr Nadeemul
Haque emphasized Pakistan's potential
for rapid growth, citing its young popula-
lion and expanding middle class. He high-
lighted the importance of the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in
iriving economic development and re-
glonal connectivity.

A Chinese delegation of experts from
various fields shared their country’s ex-
perience in infrastructure development,
lechnology, education, and governance.
They stressed the importance of effective
policies, institutional reforms, and in-
vestment in human capital for achieving
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Chinese experts share
economic growth secrets

PIDE hosts expert delegation from China and leading Pakistani think tanks to discuss economic growth and connectivity

sustained economic growth,

Dr Haque added that Pakistan's demo-
graphic profile, with a median age of just
20.6 years and a labour force expanding
by over three million annually, is a cor-
nerstone of its growth potential He noted
that the projected growth rate of 7-8 per
cent per annum is within reach with
strategic reforms, positioning Pakistan as
a future market leader. By 2030, Pakistan
is expected to become the seventh largest
consumer market globally, underscoring
its vast potential.

He pointed out that Pakistan is under-
going significant reforms to create a more
investment-friendly environment, Moving
from a permission-based to a rule-based
economy, the government is addressing
regulatory challenges that have histori
cally hampered growth. The implementa-
tion of Regulatory Impact Assessments
(RIAs) and the reduction of excessive
permissions are crucial steps towards
this transformation.

He highlighted that Pakistan's bur
geoning market for electric vehicles

(EVs) represents a significant growth
arca. With over 50 per cent of households
owning motorbikes and a growing de-
mand for cars, the market for 2- and 4-
wheel EVs is set to expand rapidly.

Initiatives to promote EVs and public
transport in Islamabad are already under-
way, positioning Pakistan strategically as
a hub for EV production for both local
and export markets,

In her introductory remarks, PIDE's
Pro VC Dr Durre Nayab emphasized the
importance of such interactions in foster-
ing growth and development. She high-
lighted the need for adopting strategies
that have propelled China to economic
success, tailored to Pakistan's unique
context.

In this context, a Chinese delegation
comprising experts from diverse fields
will be visiting Pakistan. These experts
bring a wealth of knowledge and expen-
ence from their respective domains, aim-
ing to foster deeper collaboration and
mutual growth. Their insights and recom-
mendations are expected to play a crucial

role in shaping the next phase of Pak-
istan's development under the CPEC
framework.

Chinese lead experts lauded PIDE for
its exceptional efforts in identifying and
addressing the critical challenges facing
Pakistan,

Effective governance and institutional
reforms, including streamlined bureau-
cracy and anti-corruption measures, were
critical to China's development. Pakistan
can adopt these reforms to improve gov-
emnance, strengthen institutions, and en-
hance transparency. Emulating China's
policies, infrastructure investments,
SEZs, human capital development, tech-
nological innovation, export promotion,
and governance reforms can pave the
way for Pakistan's prosperity.

Participants from Pakistani think
tanks emphasized the need for skill de-
velopment, industrial linkages, and tech-
nology transfer with China. The event
concluded with both sides expressing
commitment to further collaboration and
knowledge sharing.
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China experts discuss ways to boost
Pakistan's economic growth at PIDE event

¥ Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A high-level Chinese
expert delegation participated in an event
organized by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PID]
Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, m:

China's economic transformation, which
provides insights into growth strategics,
infrastructure development, industrial-
ization, and policy reforms applicable
to Pakistan.

Dr. Nadeem ul Haque highlighted that

a significant step towards enhancing
economic collaboration between China
and Pakistan. The event, titled “Paki-
stan Economy & Growth: Leaming from
Chinese Experience,” aimed to facilitate
an exchange of knowledge and best prac-
tices between the two nations.

In her introductory remarks, PIDEs
Pro VC Dr. Durre Nayab emphasized
the importance of such interactions
in fostering growth and development.
She lughhghtcd the need for adopting

CCONOMIC SUCCESS
unique context.
The event featured a detailed pres-
entation by Dr. Nadeem ul Haque, Vice
Chancellor of PIDE, who discussed the
critical need for policy reforms, invest-
ment in human capital, and fostering
an innovation-driven economy. Dr.
Haque noted that the event aimed to
explore lessons Pakistan can learn from

F 's burgeoning market for elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) represents a signif-

icant growth arca. With over 50% of

houscholds owning motorbikes and a
growing demand for cars, the market
for 2- and 4-wheel EVs is set to expand
rapidly. Initiatives to promote EVs and
public transport in Islamabad are already
underway, positioning Pakistan strategi-
cally as a hub for EV production for both
local and export markets.

i lead experts have lauded
an Institute of Development

ssing
the critical challenges facing Pakistan.
‘Through rigorous empirical research and
the engagement of top-tier specialists,

_
think tanks from all provinces of Paki
stan participated in the seminar and
emphasized the importance of skill

PIDE ploring innovative sol
to these issues. This esteemed national
think tank is undeniably mslnmu ntal in
charting a course for Pakista
and prosperity.

Representatives from all leading

develoj industrial linkages, and
technology transfer between China and
Pakistan. Indeed, it is a great initia-
tive by PIDE aims to establish thought
connectivity with China. We need more
research collaborations and the sharing

of ideas. China has much to teach us
about policies and reforms. CPEC
should include a component for shared
and collaborative research.

During the event, the thm-\( dele-

mu(m P} 1in I discus-

including economic policy, industrial

development, and sustainable growth.

The event provided a platform for the

exchange of ideas, fostering a collabo-

rative approach to addressing economic
hall

sions with representatives from Pakistani
academia and think tanks. The discus-
sions covered a broad range of topics,

They commended PIDE for organ-
izing such a highly productive, signifi-
cant, and timely event.
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Pakistani, Chinese experts discuss
enhanced economic growth,
connectivity

Istasanan

Experts from Pakistani
think-tanks and China
on Friday participated
in a seminar to discuss
potential ways to on
hance collaboration
between the two couns
tries in multiple fields,
particularly economic
growth and conmec:

tivity.
The cvent, titled
“Pakistan  Economy

& Growth: Learning
from Chinese Experi-
ence,” was organized

by the Pakistan Insti-
tute of Development

Economics (PIDE),
marking a  signifi-
cant  step towards

strengthening  eco-

nomic ties between
China and Pakistan,
The scminar was
almed at facilitating
an exchange of knowl-

cdge and optimum
practices between the
two nations, accord-
ing to a news release,
In her opening re-
marks, PIDE's Pro VC
Dr Durre Nayab em.
phasized the impor-
tance of such inter-
actions In fostering
growth and develop-
ment, She highlight
ed the need to adopt
strategies that have
contributed to China's
cconomic succoss,
tallored to Pakistan's
unique context,

The event featured
2 detalled  presenta-
tion by Dr. Nadeem ul
Hagque, Vice Chancellor
of PIDE, who discussed
the critical need for pol-
Icy reforms, Investment
in human capital, and
fostering an  innova-
thon-driven cconomy.

He advocated for
learning from Chiny's
coonomic  tramsforma-
tion, which provides
Insights Into growth
strategies, infrastruce
tare development, in-

dustrialization, and
policy reforms applica.
ble to Pakistan.

Dr Haque said Pa-
kistan was poised for
a new eora of economic
growth and regional
connectivity  through
the dynamic frame-
work of the China-Pa-
kistan Ecomomic Corri-
dor (CPEC).

He noted that with

a young, burgconing
population and a rap-
idly expanding middle
class, Pakistan pre-
sented & compelling
case for significant in+
vestment and develop-
ment.
Pakistan’s  demo
graphic profile, with a
median age of just 20.6
years and a labor force
cxpanding by over 3
million annually, was
A cormerstone of s
growth potential

De Haque projected
that a growth rate of
7-8% per annum was
achlevable with strates
gic reforms, positioning
Pakistan as 2 future
market leader—APP
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Chinese lead experts have lauded the PIDE for its exceptional efforts
in identifying and addressing the critical challenges facing Pakistan

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD : A high-level Chinese
expert delegation participated in an
event organized by the Pakistan In-
stitute of Development Economics
(PIDE) at the Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad, marking a significant
step towards enhancing economic
collaboration between China and
Pakistan. The event, titled “Paki-
stan Economy & Growth: Learning
from Chinese Experience,” aimed
to facilitate an exchange of knowl-
edge and best practices between
the two nations. In her introductory
remarks, PIDE’s Pro VC Dr. Durre
Nayab emphasized the importance
of such interactions in fostering
growth and development. She
highlighted the need for adopting
strategies that have propelled Chi-
na to economic success, tailored
to Pakistan's unique context. The
event featured a detailed presenta-
tion by Dr. Nadeem ul Haque, Vice
Chancellor of PIDE, who discussed
the critical need for policy reforms,

investment in human capital, and
fostering an  innovation-driven
economy. Dr. Haque noted that
the event aimed to explore lessons
Pakistan can learn from China’s
economic transformation, which
provides insights into growth strat-
egies, infrastructure development,
industrialization, and policy re-
forms applicable to Pakistan. Dr.
Haque emphasized that Pakistan is
poised for a new era of economic
growth and regional connectivity
through the dynamic framework of
the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC). He highlighted that
with a young, burgeoning popula-
tion and a rapidly expanding middle
class, Pakistan presents a compel-
ling case for significant investment
and development. Pakistan’s demo-
graphic profile, with a median age
of just 20.6 years and a labor force
expanding by over 3 million annu-
ally, is a cornerstone of its growth
potential. Dr. Haque noted that the
projected growth rate of 7-8% per
annum is within reach with strate-
gic reforms, positioning Pakistan

as a future market leader. By 2030,
Pakistan is expected to become
the 7th largest consumer market
globally, underscoring its vast po-
tential. Dr. Nadeem further stated
that CPEC is not just an infrastruc-
ture project but a framework for
regional connectivity. It aims to
enhance geographical linkages
through people-to-people contact,
academic and cultural exchanges,
and robust trade and business
flows. The initiative promises to
transform Pakistan into a logis-
tical hub, driving industrial, ag-
ricultural, and financial coopera-
tion, along with human resource
development and tourism. He
pointed out that Pakistan is un-
dergoing significant reforms to
create a more investment-friend-
ly environment. Moving from a
permission-based to a rule-based
economy, the government is ad-
dressing regulatory challenges
that have historically hampered
growth. The implementation of
Regulatory Impact Assessments
(RIAs) and the reduction of exces-

sive permissions are crucial steps
towards this transformation. Dr.
Haque noted that beyond infra-
structure, CPEC opens up diverse
opportunities  for  investment.
Leading global corporations such
as Pepsi-Cola, Coca-Cola, General
Electric, and Procter & Gamble
have already established a strong
presence in Pakistan, collectively
investing over $1.5 billion and gen-
erating $3 billion in revenues. The
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) un-
der CPEC offer further prospects
for investment, particularly in the
technology and manufacturing sec-
tors. He highlighted that Pakistan’s
burgeoning market for electric
vehicles (EVs) represents a signif-
icant growth area. With over 50%
of households owning motorbikes
and a growing demand for cars, the
market for 2- and 4-wheel EVs is
set to expand rapidly. Initiatives to
promote EVs and public transport
in Islamabad are already underway,
positioning Pakistan strategically
as a hub for EV production for both
local and export markets.
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