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PIDE 4th RASTA concludes with critical insights on food,
agriculture, & fiscal amzmmmam_z

@ STAFF REPORTER cient processing facilities. Kakar emphasized at PIDE Islamabad, presented the findings from

HLAMARMD the need for consistent and targeted policy T the Pakistan Panel Household Survey (PPHS)

The RASTA Conference 2024 concluded today  interventions to overcome these barriers and m— b bnj 2024 Round. She said that PPHS 2024 marks
with an impactful second day of sessions, focus-  enhance olive production, particularly in re- a significant milestone in socio-economic re-

ing on pressing issues in food, agriculture, and  glons like Balochistan, which show consider-
fiscal management in Pakistan. Hosted by the  able potential.
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics  Saranjam Mubammad Baig from Karakoram
(PIDE), the conference brought together ex-  International University, Gilgit, provided an
perts and policymakers to discuss the chal-  in-depth examination of the political economy (PIDE) with financial backing from the World
lenges and opportunities facing these critical  of wheat subsidies and food security in Gilgit- Bank in 2001, the survey has evolved through
sectors. Baltistan. His study revealed that despite the various rounds, with the 2024 iteration ex-
The day began with a session on “Food & region receiving substantial wheat subsidies ir.nsaaép_ income 5&«..5.!:« His pres-  panding its urban representation and covering
Agriculture,” which featured significant dis-  since the 19705, food insecurity remains a sig-  entation shed light on the skewed land distribu- 14 additional districts, For the first time, the
cussions on the effects of government policies  nificant issue, affecting over 509 of the popula-  tion in Pakistan, where a small percentage of  survey includes digital data collection methods,
on agncultural production. Khair Muhammad  tion. Baig's analysis identified inefficencies in  lange landowners hold a significant portion of  ensuring a broader scope and more detailed
Kakar from UET Khuzdar presented acompre-  the subsidy distribution, with wealthier house-  the land. Baig argued for comprehensive agrar-  data on education, employment, household
hensive analysis of the impact of government  holds benefiting disproportionately. He recom-  lan tax reform to address this disparity and sug-  assets, and new metrics such as financial lit-
policies on olive production in Pakistan. His  mended a targeted subsidy approach, improved  gested that taxing absentee landlords could be  eracy and care work employment. The PPHS
research highlighted that while government  transparency in distribution, and support for  an effective way to generate revenue for public 2024 also introduced new modules, focusing
initiatives have promoted olive cultivation, local agriculture to address these inefficiencies  services and infrastructure development. on CNIC/B-form registrations, eating-out ex-
several challenges persist, such as limited tech-  and enhance food security in the region. Following a tea break, the conference con- penditures, and subjective welfare, making it
nical knowledge among farmers, inadequate  Irfan Ahmad Baig from MNS University of  tinued with the RASTA Showcase-ll session, one of the most extensive panel surveys ever
access to quality plant materials, and insuffi-  Agriculture, Multan, discussed the complexities  where Dr. Durre Nayab, Director of Research  conducted in Pakistan.

1_=m 2>wﬁ> search, offering comprehensive insights into
Q =z mmz m z H" the dynamic shifts within Pakistan's house-
holds over the past decades. Initiated by the
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PIDE Hosts 4th RASTA Conference to Unveil Key Research Findings in Education,
Healthcare, Exports, & _=<m§§

@ NEWS DESK findings, fostering an extensive I higher education sectors. mental health challenges faced  His analysts focused on the gov-
ALANALD knowledge network and promot- Kazl Afaq Ahmed from the by healthcare professionals in emance and funding challenges D

The Pakistan Institute of ing high-quality, evidence-based Institute of Business Management, Pakistan. that have emerged since the devo SN
Development Economics (PIDE)  policy research, Karachi, opened the session with  Shah's research underscored the  lution of powers to the provinces. ’
hosted the 4th RASTA Conference,  Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Chairman & a presentation on the pharma- severe impact of resource short-  Raza argued that the decentraliza-
a two-day event that showcased  of RASTA and Vice-Chancellor of ceutical Industry in Pakistan, His  ages, such as inadequate staffing tion has led to inconsistencies in
pivotal research findings in critical - PIDE, emphastzed the essential role Y study provided an in-depth analy-  and insufficient mental health sup- - educational standards across re-
sectors such as education, health-  of research in policy development. (88 sis of the manufacturing of Active  port systems, which contribute to  glons and created significant hur-
care, exports, and investment.  He noted that the conference 8 Pharmaceutical Ingredients (AP1),  the high levels of stress and bum-  dles in terms of funding allocation.
Attended by policymakers, aca- featured presentations of cutting: (1 emphasizing the country’s heavy  out among healthcare workers., He suggested a re-evaluation of

Ird & ith SEP2024

demics, and industry leaders, the  edge research, induding studies on reliance on imports. He proposed several policy theamendment’s implementation,
conference underscored the impor-  the mental health and well-being ~  Ahmed highlighted the necessity recommendations, including advocating for stronger federal
tance of research-driven strategles  of healthcare professionals, the e L ﬁ . for strategic investments In local  the Implementation of a General  oversight to ensure uniformity and
in shaping Pakistan’s future. potential of Pakistan’s IT industry . - uin B g API production, which he argued  Practitioner (GP) system that quality in higher education.

The event commenced with a  for software export growth, and the — would not only reduce import could alleviate pressure on spe-  The session concluded with
detailed RASTA Progress Report  impact of government policies on - dependency but also stimulate clalists and a national initiative for  Rafiullah Kakar, Member of the
presented by Dr. Faheem Jehangir, olive production. — | growth within the sector. enhanced training of healthcare Social Sector, Ministry of Planning,
Project Director of RASTA. He high-  In addition to the technical ses- His research pointed towards a  providers to better manage stress  Development & Special Initiatives,
lighted that the conference would  sions, the conference Included  Dr Haque further elaborated on  government decision-making, comprehensive Industrial policy and improve overall healthcare  who provided closing remarks
feature five technical sessions and ~ showcase sessions highlighting  RASTA'S mission, describing itas — The first session of the con-  that could foster domestic capabill-  delivery. synthesizing the insights from the
two showcase sessions, covering  significant projects, such as im-  Pakistan’s largest and most com-  ference, titled “Education and  ties and promote self-sufficiency in ~ Aamer Raza from the University presentations and emphasizing
topics such as food and agriculture,  provements in Pakistan's electric-  prehensive social sciences research  Healthcare.” featured an array of - pharmaceutical manufacturing, ~ of Peshawar then provided a the need for integrated policy ap-
fiscal management, and more. ity billing system and findings from  network, dedicated to bridgingthe ~ critical insights into the challenges  Following this, Mir Muhammad  critical examination of the 18th proaches to address the multifac-

These sessions brought together  the 2024 round of the Pakistan  gap between research and policy  and opportunities within Pakistan's - Shah from Sukdcur IBA University Amendment’s impact on Pakistan's  eted challenges in education and
17 research teams to present thelr  Panel Household Survey (PPHS).  to enhance public policy and guide  pharmaceutical, mental health, and  presented a study focusing on the  higher education system, healthcare,
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PIDE hosts 4th RASTA conference
to unveil key research findings

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) hosted the 4th RASTA
Conference, a two-day event that showcased pivotal
research findings in critical sectors such as educa-
tion, healthcare, exports, and investment. Attend.
ed by policymakers, academics, and industry lead-
ers, the conference underscored the importance of
rescarchdriven strategies in shaping Pakistan’s fu-
ture. The event commenced with a detailed RASTA
Progress Report presented by Dr. Faheem Jehang-
ir, Project Director of RASTA. He highlighted that
the conference would feature five technical ses-
sions and two showcase sessions, covering topics
such as food and agriculture, fiscal management,
and more. These sessions brought together 17 re-
scarch teams to present their findings, fostering
an extensive knowledge network and promoting
high-quality, evidence-based policy research.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Chairman of RASTA nnd
ViceCh: dlor of PIDE,

role of xﬂurth in polv:y dcvelopmeat. He noted
that the of cut.
tingedge research, uxbudmg studics on the mental
health and well-being of healthcare professionals,
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staffing and insufficient mental health nuppun >

uu- potential of Pakistan’s IT industry for software M.mrnu.-n( Karachi, opcncd the session with  tems, which contribute to the high levels of stress
xport growth, and the impact of pol- on the pl | industry in  and burnout among healthcare workers. He proposed

icies on olive production. In addition to the tech- Pahum His nudy prondtd an indepth analysis  several policy recommendat including the im-
A of the of Active Ph 1 In- Y] of a General Pra (GP) system

the
sessions highlighting significant projects, such as

in Pakistan’s billing sys-
tem and findings from the 2024 round of the Paki-
stan Panel Household Survey (PPHS). Dr. Haque
further claborated on RASTA's mission, describe
ing it as Plkuunl largest and most comprehen-
sive network,

gredients (API), emphasizing the country's heavy
reliance on imports. Ahmed highlighted the ne-
cessity for strategic investments in local APl pro-
duction, which he argued would not only reduce
import dependency but alvo stimulate growth

to bridging the gap between research and policy

within the sector. His rescarch pointed towards a
policy

lhntonldlrnler
d i ilities and pr

to enhance public policy and guide
decision-making. The first session of the confer-
ence, titled “Education and Healthcare,” featured
an array of critical insights into the

in ph f: Following thn.
Mir Muhammad Shah from Sukkur IBA Uni

mdmmummwmu

prtu’nltd a study focusing on the mnul health
faced

and opportunities within Pakistan’s pharmaceuti-
cal, mental health, and higher education sectors.

by in
Pakistan. Shah's research underscored the severe
impact of resource shortages, such as inadequate

Mmmmmwm
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uation of the

m'n\emmmodﬂlkdbyllﬁ:ulm
Joint Chicf Economist, Ministry of Planning, Develop
ment & Special Initiatives, who provided additional con-
text and faclitated discusssons on how Palastan could of-

at PIDE,
on efficiency in Palistan's electricity billing
system, Malk's study explored uwawn_ndinw

f Mmhﬂmpmmmmdw

for stronger federal ight to cnsure

that could
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ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics (PIDE)
hosted the 4th RASTA Conference, a
two-day event that showcased pivot-
al nscmch ﬁndlng‘ in mbml sectors

h exports,

sionals, the potential of Pakistan's IT
industry for software export growth,
and the impact of government poli-
cies on olive production. In addition
to the technical sessions, the confer-
ence included showease sessions high-
lighting significant projects, such as
S in Pakistan's clectrici

and investment. Attended by policy-

hillling system and findings from the
2024 round of the Pakistan Pancl

makers, academics, and m(hmn luul
ers, the confi d the
f rescarch-driven strat
gies in shaping Pakistan’s future. The
event commenced with a detailed

hold Survey (PPHS).

The first session of the conference,
titled “Education and Healtheare”
ﬁ-almvd an artay of cnnnl msaghvs
into the ch

RASTA Progress Rtpur\ d by
Dr. Faheem Jehangir, Project Direc-
tor of RASTA. He hnﬂlhg!md that the
conference would feature five technical
sessions and two showease sessions,

within Pakistan’s tical,
mental health, and higher education
sectors. Kazi Afaq Ahmed from the
Institute of Business Management,

Islamabad - Karachi -

Lahore
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PIDE Hosts 4th RASTA Conference to
Unveil Key Research Findings in Education,
Healthcare, Exports, & Investment

covering topies such as food and agri- - Karachi, upcncd the Nmn wnh a
culture, fiscal and more. on the phar L including the
These sessions brought together 17 mdnstn in Pakistan. implementation of a General Practi-

research teams to present their find-
ings, fostering an extensive knowledge
network and promoting high-quality,
evidence-based policy research,

Dr. Nadeem Ul ¢ , Chairman
of RASTA and V |«-du1|u-lhr of
PIDE, cmphamud the n:anhnl role

Following this, Mir Muhammad
Shah from Sukkur IBA Univer-
sity presented a study focusing on

ced

tioner (GP) system that could alleviate
pressure on specialists and a national
initinﬁ\v for cnhnn(vd training of

the mental health chall

by healthcare professionals in Paki-
stan. Shah's research underscored the
severe xmpad of resource d’mr'-'\gﬁ,

manage
stress and improve overall healtheare
delivery. Aamer Raza from the Univer-

of research in policy He
noted that the conference featured
presentations of cutting-edge research,
including studies on the mental health
and well-being of healthcare profes-

such dinsuf-

sity of Peshawar then provided a crit-
ical ination of the 15th Amend-

ficient mental health support systems,
which contribute to the high levels of
stress and burnout among healtheare
workers. He propased several policy

.2 The Public Puree

ment’s impact on Pakistan’s higher
education system.

The second session, focusing on
“Pakistan’s Export Potential” was a

o
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oy Sty kel lakarmstiod
e pudn sry b

deep dive into the opportunities and
challenges within the halal beef and
IT industries. Shahzad kmm-r fmm
COMSATS 1

these barriers, includi

ment (FDI) to spur local innovation
and ic growth. Drawing on

les from East Asian

hancing supply chain infr
and exploring new markets through
targeted trade agreements. Following
this, Naveed Al\had fmm LUMS,
ore, da g case

Kazmi highlighted the importance of
creating a favorable investment climate
lhnmgh pnhc\ stability, infrastruc-
ture and i

for the IT sector as a si driver

Abdul Wahid

# . i

of economic growth. The session was
moderated by Zafar ul Hasan, Joint
Chief | I-nmmmet, Ministry of Planning,
De & spmal Initi

from NUML, Islamabad, discussed the

alarming trend of decapitalization in

the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX).
on the second day of the

\\ho » provided add | context and

fi the following research will

facilitated discussions on how Pakistan

mnld cﬂ‘n‘ll\vl'.\ position itselfin these
emerging global markets.

In the RASTA Q)l(mm‘-l session,

Afia Malik, Senior B h Econo-

be presented: ‘Impact of Government
Policies on the Production of Olive in
Pakistan, “The Political Economy of
Wheat Subsidy and Food Security in
Gilgit-Baltistan, “Taxing the Rental

mm at PIDE, pmnwd her research

lnnmlr in :\xnrullun' Analysis of

in Pakistan’s
cl«tm\\ hllhng mu-m Malik’s study

explored innovative approaches to
reduce energy wastage and enhance

began the session by mb—nng the

duha.ldm\nmi for halal beef and Paki-

stan’s potential to become a Ivmlmg
d key

the ial health of the energy
sector.
The final session of the confer-
ence, centered on “Investment Strat-
e f PPN OT U

Options, ‘Pakistan Panel
Houschold Survey (PPHS) 2024
Round' by Durre Nayab, Director of
Rescarch, “The Governance Struc-
ture and Flaws Within: A Case Study
of the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology and Its Public Sector Entities,
(m\vmmg Public Sector s in
P

rxponrr He id
1h toi jonal

how  Gilgi

Pakistan tain invest-

and limited market access, which
currently hinder Pakistan’s competi-
tiveness in the global market. Kouser
proposed a multi-faceted strategy to

NATIONAL

2 Semngrere gt BI) 7 Gmatp—

ment, particularly in light of recent
economic challenges. Syed Twangar
Hussain Kazmi from Torque Commu-
nities, Islamabad, provided a roadmap
for leveraging Foreign Direct Invest-

Sepmber 4 2024

A Multi-Stakehold
:\mbxk' ‘Documentation Simplifi-
cation via Tax E-Filing: Examining
Barriers to Adoption and Continu-
ance Intention of Using E-Filing by
Taxpayersin Pakistan, and Analysis of
“Tax Expenditures in Pakistan.

VC PIDE termed RASTA Pakistan’s largest social sciences research network

SLAMABAD: Dr  Nadewsm 0
Hague, Charmun of RASTA snd
Vice-Chuncellar of PIDE emphs
simnd the e sentaal rode of resesrch
in policy dewlopment. He set
ol Dt the (vaderence featured
provestatons of cuting «dew v
tearch adedig Sules oo e
mental Meukh snd weil denay of
beakbowe profesionds e po-
tential of Pulistas's IT mdustry
for sofdesre export growth, sad
Ow mpst of grversment goboses
an virve profction o aldGos W
Chw tenhacsd ey (e confur
oy lded ihowesse ewans
haghlightoyg wgafasnt propwcts
such & mgrovesments i Pals.
e’y dectricty hiling system
amd indags on the 2014 round
of the Pulistan Panel Howsebeld
Servey (PPHS) Dx Hagee farther
wlaborated on RASTAS sission,
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