Leadership at a crossroads: Prioritizing long-
term prosperity over short-term gains
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Have our esteemed leaders truly considered the future of our nation
and its economy, or are they merely living in the moment, heedless of
the repercussions their actions may have on generations to come?

This introspective query underscores the need for accountability and
foresight in leadership, prompting a critical examination of their
decisions and their implications.



Reflecting on the past 75 years of leadership, it becomes evident that
the trajectory of our nation’s progress has been marred by a series of
setbacks.

Despite being entrusted with the responsibility of steering the country
towards prosperity, successive administrations have presided over a
decline in key economic indicators such as GDP and productivity,
alongside a deterioration of our environment.

Findings by local researchers over the years, such as PIDE in 2020,
LUMS in 2016 and others, repeatedly point to declining productivity,
but their words seem to fall on deaf ears.

Rather than taking ownership of these challenges and implementing
necessary reforms, such as the reform agenda or ISLAH advocated by
PIDE, or others, we tend to blame external factors, anyone but
ourselves, perpetuating a cycle of inaction and stagnation.

A poignant example of this trend is the mismanagement of our
national airline, which has been subjected to varying degrees of
exploitation by different regimes. From utilizing it as a means of
political patronage to neglecting its operational efficiency, each
administration has contributed to its downfall. Consequently, what
was once envisioned as a source of national pride has become a
burden on taxpayers, prompting calls for privatization as a last-ditch
effort to salvage its viability.

Amidst these challenges, a glaring absence of introspection and
accountability persists within our political landscape.



The fallout from baseless accusations against pilots serves as a stark
reminder of the repercussions of unchecked rhetoric.

Despite the tarnished reputation of both individuals and institutions, a
palpable lack of accountability prevails, raising questions about the
efficacy of our governance mechanisms in addressing systemic issues.

Compounding these internal challenges are our nation’s precarious
financial obligations and international standing. The reliance on foreign
borrowing without a clear repayment strategy not only jeopardizes our
fiscal sovereignty but also risks alienating potential lenders.

As we continue to seek external funding, it behooves our leaders to
consider the long-term implications of such transactions and the
perception they create on the global stage.

Holding public office abroad is typically regarded as a significant
privilege and responsibility, requiring dedication, integrity, and a
commitment to public service. Public officials in many countries are
held to high ethical standards and face stringent accountability
measures, ensuring that their primary focus remains on serving the
public interest.

The role often comes with immense pressure, limited personal benefits,
and the constant scrutiny of the public and media, making it a position
suited only for those genuinely committed to making a positive impact.



In contrast, in Pakistan, public office often appears to serve as a
gateway to an array of perks and privileges.

The culture surrounding public service can foster an environment
where officials prioritize personal gain over public duty.

Access to power frequently translates into opportunities for luxurious
living, unchecked by rigorous accountability. This disparity suggests a
fundamental difference in how public office is perceived and enacted:
abroad, it is a duty to serve the public; in Pakistan, it often becomes an
opportunity to be served by the public.

The stark contrast between the government’s actions and the people’s
suffering during the devastating floods of recent years highlights a
troubling misalignment of priorities.

As floods ravaged communities, destroying homes and livelihoods, and
causing loss of life, the government was busy placing orders for high-
end luxury vehicles. This disparity raises critical questions about our
values and governance.

While citizens struggled to find shelter and food, government officials
seemed more concerned with their personal comfort and status, using
taxpayer or borrowed money to finance these extravagant purchases.



The decision to buy luxury cars in the face of such widespread hardship
is not just insensitive but also indicative of a broader systemic issue
where public service is often seen as a means to access perks and
privileges rather than a solemn duty to serve the people.

This misuse of resources during a crisis underscores the need for a
significant shift in how we view leadership and governance, prioritizing
the well-being of the populace over personal luxury.

A recent article by Bina Shah suggested that the fault lies not in our
stars, but in us. Shah’s ideas have merit, and we all share the blame.
However, those in power must also shoulder their part.

As elected officials, they assumed responsibility for governing and
development but must now accept their faults and step aside. Despite
seeing things worsen, they did nothing.

The country can’t waste time on those who think they are saviors but
cannot act; we need those who can actually help.

In conclusion, the perpetual cycle of short-term decision-making and
lack of accountability undermines the potential for sustainable growth
and development.



As we grapple with pressing economic and geopolitical challenges, the
onus falls on our leaders to embrace a culture of introspection and
responsibility.

Only through concerted efforts to address systemic shortcomings and
pursue inclusive, forward-thinking policies can we chart a course
towards a brighter future for generations to come.
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