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PIDE Senate Approves Landmark Reforms to
Strengthen Pakistan’s Development Agenda
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PIDE Senate okays reforms
to boost governance
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ISLAMABAD: The 19th Meeting of the Senate of the Paki
stan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) approved
a sweeping set of institutional reforms at a sitting held in Is-
lamabad, chaired by Prof. Ahsan Igbal (NI), Federal Minister
for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives and Chancel
lor, PIDE Proceedings opened with recitation from the Holy
Quran, after which the Chancellor, in his opening remarks,
spoke of Pakistan's development trajectory and the need
for a holistic, integrated policy framework — bringing to-
gether the public sector, private sector, and academia — to
achieve sustainable and inclusive growth. He placed par-
ticular emphasis on the role of evidence-based policy in
building a sustainable export surplus, underscoring that
research must be results-oriented and directly useful to
policymakers if it is to move the needle on Pakistan’s
trade performance. Before turning to the agenda, the
Senate paused to place on record its appreciation for the
distinguished service of the late Dr. Shamshad Akhtar,
a valued member of the Senate, with the House joining
in a recitation of Surah Al-Fatiha in her memory. The

Chancellor also welcomed two members joining the Sen-
ate for the first time — Dr. Iftikhar Ahmed, elected from the
faculty, and Ms. Sima Kamil, former Deputy Governor of
the State Bank of Pakistan.The Senate confirmed the min-
utes and compliance report of its 18th Meeting, noting that
eleven of the twelve decisions taken at that sitting stand
fully implemented, with the allotment of land for the PIDE
campus continuing to be pursued with the concerned au-
thorities. The Senate then received a detailed Progress Re-
view and Compliance Report for 2025-26, presented through a
documentary narrated by Vice Chancellor Dr. Muhammad Na-
deem Javaid (SI). Reflecting on the year, Dr. Javaid recalled:
“When I took on this responsibility, | had one simple belief
— that PIDE must matter to Pakistan and its people.” He de-
scribed the year's work not as incremental activity but as
a strategic reset built on relevance, national purpose,
and doing more with the resources available — framed
around the Institute’s Institutional Development Strategy
2025-2030 and its central idea of REACH: ensuring that
research reaches policy, knowledge reaches government,
learning reaches the marketplace, and Pakistani ideas
reach wider national and international audiences. Dr. Ja-
vaid thanked the Chancellor and the Secretary of Plan-
ning for their continued support throughout the year.




