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5th RASTA Conference: A Convergence of Policy,
Research, and Economic Transformation

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) inaugu-
rated the 5th RASTA Confer-
ence, reaffirming its commit-
ment to evidence-based policy-
making, economic innovation,
and research-driven reforms. As
Pakistan’s largest economic and
public policy research initi-

years ahead, he warned that the
country must sprint forward,
eliminating inefficiencies and
embracing structured, data-
driven policymaking.

Earlier, in his opening remarks,
Dr. Muhammad Nadeem Javaid,
Vice Chancellor of PIDE, empha-
sized that PIDE is not justa think
tank—it is a bridge between
research and action. He outlined
a vision for hening Paki-

ative, RASTA has grown into a
dynamic platform for intellec-
tual discourse, collaboration,
and actionable policy solutions.
The conference brought together
P oradonit o

stan’s policymaking landscape
through new initiatives designed
to ensure that research translates
into real impact. He announced
the establishment of a Policy Lab

ers, and development ex’pcrt.s‘.

f and

that will provi , data-
driven solutions for governance

fostering an open exch of
ideas on Pakistan’s economic
future.

Federal Minister for Planning,
Development & Special Initia-
tives, Prof. Ahsan Igbal Chaud-
hary, the chief guest, delivered
a compelling keynote address,

Dr. Faheem Jehangir, Director
Policy at PIDE and Project
Director RASTA, provided
insights into RASTA’ remark-
able expansion over the past
four years. The initiative has
cultivated an extensive knowl-

likening Pakistan’s
Journey to an athlete making up
for lost ground. With 22 eritical

edg with
70 local universities, 12 inter- 4,300
national instituti and over and

3 o . -

The

also featured hnology-dri i effici

2 y. The
several technical sessions on  growth, fiscal management,and  session, “Tech for Competi

first
tion

and Growth,” included research
presentations on  Big
Analytics in business compet-
itiveness, the development of
a Tech Index for Pakistan, the
adoption of UAVs in agricul-
ture, the impact of digital curren-
cies, and pharmaceutical export
competitiveness. This session was
chaired by Babar Majid Bhatti,
CEO of the National Informa-
tion Technology Board (NITB),
with Zahid Asghar, Professor at
Quaid-e-Azam University, Islam-
abad, as the discussant.

The second session, “Fiscal
Management,” featured experts
including Hafeez A. Pasha
discussing Pakistan’s tax system,
broadening the tax base, sub-na-
tional revenue collection, and
the impact of the 18th Consti-
tutional Amendment on fiscal
policy. It was chaired by Ikram
Ul Hag, Professor of Taxes and
Managing Partner at Huzaima
& Ikram, with Imtiaz Ahmad,
Economic Adviser at the Ministry
of Finance, serving as the discus-
sant.
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Minister for Planning,
Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Profes-
sor Ahsan Igbal has
underlined the need
for accessible data, ev-
idence-based research
and policies to advance
national  development
goals, specifically the
objective of increasing
exports from $30 billion
to $100 billion.
“Pakistan’s biggest
challenge is how fast we
can grow our exports.
This will determine our
development and how
soon we can achieve
the $100 Dbillion export
target. To achieve this,
we need a significant
shift from an increase of
30-40 degrees to 80-90
degrees supported by
data and evidence-based
guidance,” he said while
addressing the inaugural
session of the two-day
RASTA-PIDE conference.
The seminar, organ-
ized by the Pakistan In-

Pakistan
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Data, evidence-based rescarch, policies
needed for national development: Ahsan

stitute of Development
Economics (PIDE) un-
der the RASTA Compet-
itive Grants Program,
focused on transforma-
tive policy research and
development strategies,
During the event, 24

research papers are be-
ing presented across six
technical sessions.

The conference par-
ticipants covered var-
ious topics, including
“Tech for Competition
and Growth,” "Fiscal
Management,” “Sludge
and Development,” “Hu-
man Capital and Oppor-
tunities,” “Sustainable
Development,” and “Po-

litical Governance.”

Citing the Chinese
model of development,
the Planning minister
urged the adoption of
scientific planning driv-
en by data and evidence,
advancing the progress
journey in phases and
taking the easier path
first to achieve the re-
quired national devel-
opment goals.

He stressed the im-
portance of integrating
research and develop-
ment work into the de-
cision-making process,
contributing to nation-
al growth and prosper-
ity and ensuring the
optimal use of billions
of rupees being spent
on university labora-
tories.

“With the limited
available resources, we
need to be focused and
strategic in our research
agenda, producing con-
crete ideas and solutions
to the challenges we face,
while increasing our
earning capacity both

domestically and inter-
nationally,” he said.

Commenting on past
setbacks, Ahsan Igbal
regretted that whenev-
er the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
government set the
country on a consistent
path of development
and prosperity, the sys-
tem was derailed, pre-
venting the continua-
tion of that agenda.

He recounted that
the PML-N government
eradicated  terrorism,
ended prolonged power
load-shedding and se-
cured around $25 billion
in investment during the
first phase of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) pro-
ject. He noted that am-
bassadors from leading
countries were seeking
investment opportu-
nities in various sec-
tors. Unfortunately, he
said, all this progress
was halted in 2018
to facilitate certain
interests.—APP
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He announced the

establishment of » Policy Lab that
would provide real-time, data-
driven solutions for goverance
and economsc challenges.

To further enhance the quality
of research  and  policy
recom PIDE _:

across seven rounds,
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only 90 research projects (
selection rate) were funded.
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¢ completed, while the
g 23 are being p d at
this conference
In pullel the Demand-
Driven Research (DDR) Program,
which addresses  government
policy needs, ha funded 33

“In business and
sentiment matiers more than the
balance sheet. Many companies
‘:‘" dospite having an average

lance sheet, simply because
sestiment s strong.” he said. In
2017, Pakistan had successfully
developed a positive sentiment, but

a B

funding mech that prioeiti
high-impact, evidence-based
studies. Additi , & recruitment
drive will bring in 90 1op
researchers  and  policymakers
on merit.
As part of a broader initiative

The conference also featured
several technical sessions on
te -driven economic
growth, fiscal management, and
govermance cfficiency. app



')
2
P
N
=

RECORDER
February 27, 2025

Planning minister identifies

major impediments to

economic lpplp(,qg;.,‘,,;!;

AN AVEN
IQ.AMMAD Federal puesed than

ik A A
_ m* fi: _w i -w _
HHE M

_“ i m___mm fi _wm !

i

%._3_; i
~m..~ “

~ mu_ 3__:_:3 _ mz:_—t
m_ﬂm. ~mw_ m~ m_“ _Muuﬁw_ _-.mwm_...mm~*

_~ .“m .....
i mw
r.mm %m.__ hm“

w_m__
m. m i -.._ .*_
__ mn ~mMm_ _w _ m *_w_ il _

z_% _=
i .n il __m_ m mm %:_ __Mﬁ._

i

"l:llm.'”. m.m tb-‘ wm-‘ oaadl



+2025(53 /27 1/

ﬁ

éz’

0/"“

/.'.’ e >

00/"3

oS UA}"/ W M)

oA

-%.w’/u.w /LVLVLHJL
ufuw:'/ J/gs’wu L35 L
Ity l;:.ur’fo;,}”z_u:f’
£330 St Kyt

W& S b L u»é..uw.ﬁﬁ;?z

u‘fL uﬂ’-éd/u?’/fd/b/ﬂt/

eSS Sl e vt

P4 uL/c,/Ltt{»d/w:uJ (7
-J/C’U’oli)’llu:/b)é.’)l/u

“lfﬂj;f»w",(‘jlgvﬁééG}Juw’guf.,«w%.lad]cd,«k,f”’;u;),ds,,:folKuJ/’K W g £

STt it L/sluf’:{ﬂgu Aorbtce P W i B 38 e bt G Sils? Lt

z./(t/drd/bfc_).,yufuﬁfw‘
)P (JV_,VK/’KQJVL U1t
PR Rt AL
Ly s’nmuﬂ’/aum&fumm
LRGN e L S bl
/»-uu./ﬁul.a.éd//u/(;u
Ik 20uLd o

dzb’fbi/)l..—db‘(j bt S1 lﬁ:l Lt /U"'
J‘;.’/Luué_ U B bl s \74’.—&
BIE S Sl u‘f’rt Sus

/(G';)’KU’/JI UL Sl s ssl s

u{t‘ﬂ)u(uﬂu (//guu),uru/l
Ql//ﬂdl”uwcm;ba”((f/’b/ L-./l/
G171 A B354 32 d,,

L &Ld/d’ulft 0 o—«l&?dlfc_lc
A’:’cdy-)"‘Wl/LUr’l Lf‘ﬂuub‘ [
o/d;f._,uwuwmmdluﬂtw
L b bt P LW;VJK
AT, JUJ}LU)/VJJLJ)'J“,‘H
Gl 59 15 sl wolp (4 P15 o2 &/)l/:
J/(ull Y Jer /,/-a U
ou/wcca‘i,fwggu;{w’&

) yru

‘\

PlDE



JamatPOST

February 27, 2025

PIDE’s moot concludes after
in-depth policy discussions

ISLAMABAD: A two-day conference organized by the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)
under the RASTA Competitive Grants Program concluded on Thursday, following in-depth discussions
on transformative policy research and development strategies. During the 5th Research for Social Trans-
formation and Advancement (RASTA) conference, as many as 24 research papers were presented across
six technical sessions. Conference participants covered various topics, including “Tech for Competition and
Growth,” “Fiscal Management,” “Sludge and Development,” “Human Capital and Opportunities,” “Sustaina-
ble Development,” and “Political Governance.” Building on the momentum from previous sessions, the con-
cluding day's discussions centered on some of the country's most pressing socio-economic challenges, in-
cluding fiscal policy, environmental sustainability, technological innovation and labor market dynamics. In
closing, the RASTA-PIDE management extended gratitude to all contributors who have been integral to the
success of this initiative. They praised all presenters for their high-quality research and engaging presenta-
tions, which not only addressed critical policy gaps but also elevated academic discourse to new heights.
The management noted that the methodologies and findings presented surpassed the standards often ob-
served in PhD dissertations and university research, demonstrating the depth and impact of the work be-
ing carried out under RASTA-PIDE. Reflecting on the success of the conference, RASTA-PIDE emphasized
the critical role of evidence-based policymaking in shaping Pakistan's future. “Today's discussions have re-
inforced the need for inclusive, forward-thinking policies that align with Pakistan's evolving socio-econom-
ic landscape. The RASTA platform continues to foster rigorous academic research that directly informs
policymaking, bridging the gap between research and policy implementation.” The management also said
PIDE remained committed to fostering a collaborative , research-driven policy environment, ensuring that
innovative ideas translate into actionable policy solutions for Pakistan’s sustainable development.—DNA

L / $ind

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chancellor of PIDE, Dr. Nadeem Javaid, presents a commemorative souvenir to
Federal Minister Prof. Ahsan Igbal on the occasion of the 5th PIDE RASTA Conference.




