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PIDE Seminar Calls for Urgent Action as

Pakistan’s Housmg Crisis Deepens

5 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics (PIDE)
organized a policy seminar titled
“National Housing Policy: A Frame-
work for Affordable, Inclusive, and
Sustainable Shelter for All” at the insti-
tute in Islamabad, to deliberate on Paki-
stan’s worsening housing erisis and the
policy responses required to address it.

Speaking at the seminar, Dr. Malik
Asghar Naeem, Coordinator of the
National Housing Policy Working
Group and Chief Planner at the Federal
Government Employees Housing
Authority (FGEHA), described housing
as a fundamental human right and a
shared national responsibility. He high-
lighted the gravity of Pakistan’s housing
crisis, noting that rapid population
growth and accelerating urbanization

have resulted in a housing shortage of
nearly 9-10 million units, while approx-
imately 50 percent of the urban popu-
lation now lives in slums and informal
settlements, including katchi abadis.
The session was moderated by
Usama Abdul Rauf, Assistant Chief
(Policy) at PIDE, and brought together

policymakers, academics, researchers,
and practitioners to examine the strue-
tural causes of housing shortages and
explore pathways for inclusive and
sustainable housing development.
Providing an overview of the
policy process, Dr. Nacem noted that
the National Housing Policy 2025,

currently in its final draft stage and

expected to be submitted to the
federal cabinet shortly, is based on a
multi-stakeholder and evidence-based
approach. The drafting process involved
extensive consultations with experts
from academia, urban development
authorities, civil society, and interna-
tional development partners, including
UN-Habitat, the World Bank, and
the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), to ensure practical rele-
vance and alignment with international
best practices.

Concluding the seminar, participants
emphasized that sustainable urban
planning, inclusive finance, corpo-
rate engagement, and stronger insti-
tutional coordination are essential to
addressing Pakistan’s housing shortage
and ensuring equitable access to decent
shelter for all.
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Call for urgent action to address
Pak’s housing needs

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a semi-
nar here on Wednesday stressed that
sustainable urban planning, inclusive
finance, corporate engagement, and
stronger institutional coordination were
critical to tackling Pakistan's housing
shortage and ensuring equitable access
to decent housing for all.

The policy seminar titled, “National
Housing Policy: A Framework for Af-
fordable, Inclusive, and Sustainable
Shelter for All" was organized by the
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) to deliberate on
Pakistan’s housing crisis and the policy
responses required to address it.
Speaking on the occasion, Coordinator
of the National Housing Policy Working
Group and Chief Planner at the Fed-

eral Government Employees Housing
Authority (FGEHA), Dr. Malik Asghar
Naeem highlighted housing as a basic
human right and national responsibility,
warning that rapid population growth
and urbanization have created a housing
shortage of 9-10 million units in Paki
stan, forcing nearly half of the urban
population into slums, with low- and
middleincome groups most affected
due to limited affordability, weak financ-
ing, regulatory gaps, and climate risks.

Dr. Naeem, informed participants that
the initiative to update the National
Housing Policy was launched on the di
rective of the Prime Minister to revise
the outdated 2001 policy in response
to evolving housing challenges. He ex-
plained that the National Housing Policy

2025 is currently in its final draft stage
and is expected to be presented to the
federal cabinet soon.

He highlighted that the policy has been
developed through a multistakehold-
er, evidence-based process, involving
wide-ranging consultations with aca-
demia, urban development authorities,
civil society, and international partners
such as UN-Habitat, the World Bank,
and JICA, ensuring alignment with
global best practices He also addressed
governance concerns following the 18th
Amendment, clarifying that while hous-
ing remains a provincial subject, the
national policy provides an overarching
framework to strengthen coordination
across federal, provincial, and local
governments.—APP







