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Policy dialogue held on
transforming fisheries,

aquaculture sector

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) here on
Wednesday organized a pol-
icy seminar on Pakistan's
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Policy 2025-2035 to delib
erate on a long-term frame-
work for green growth, food
security, export develop-
ment, and sustainable live-
lihoods. The seminar was
moderated by Dr Muham-
mad Faisal, Research Fel-
low at PIDE and attended
by policymakers, research-
ers, and sector experts,
according to PIDE's press
release.

The seminar underscored
the strategic importance of
fisheries and aquaculture
within Pakistan's agricul-
tural economy, noting that
despite its significant con-
tribution to employment
and nutrition, the sector
has remained underdevel-
oped due to governance
gaps, fragmented legisla-
tion, weak value chains,
outdated financing mecha-
nisms, and limited integra-
tion of climate risks into
policy planning.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Kanwar Muhammad
Javed Igbal, Senior Policy
Specialist at the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
(FAO), highlighted that
the policy represents one
of Pakistan’s most compre-
hensive and participatory
reform efforts in recent
years.

Developed through a bot-
tom-up consultative pro-
cess involving provinces,
federal institutions, inter-
national experts, and tech-
nical working groups, the
policy seeks to establish co-
herence across federal and
provincial mandates.

Igbal emphasized that re-
sponsible resource use and
sound governance form the
foundation of the policy,
aligning Pakistan’s fisher-
ies management with inter-
national standards, includ-
ing FAO's Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries.

He stressed the urgent
need to address data defi-
ciencies, overfishing, ille-
gal and unreported fishing
practices, and inadequate
infrastructure that have

constrained the sector’s
sustainability and export
competitiveness.

The seminar highlighted
the policy's strong focus
on revitalizing aquaculture
as a key drver of alterna-
tive livelihoods and export
growth, particularly in re-
sponse to declining marine
fish stocks.

Successful pilot initiatives
in freshwater and marine
aquaculture were cited as
evidence of the sector's
commercial viability when
supported by modern in-
frastructure, research, and
regulatory clarnity.
Participants were also
briefed on major institu-
tional reforms proposed
in the policy, including the
declaration of fisheries and
aquaculture as an industry,
tax and duty exemptions to
encourage investment, the
establishment of an Apex
Council for coordination,
the introduction of integrat-
ed egovernance systems,
and strengthened monitor-
ing, control, and surveil
lance mechanisms to curb
illegal fishing.-APP




