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PIDE sparks national conversation
through Talanoa dialogue

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics (PIDE),
in collaboration with Islamic Relief
Pakistan, hosted an insightful Talanoa
Dialogue titled “Collaborative Climate
Action for a Resilient Pakistan.” The
event brought together researchers,
practitioners, and policymakers to
foster inclusive discussions on cli-
mate resilience, adaptation, and sus-
tainable development Moderated by
Dr. Khurram Ellahi, Assistant Profes-
sor at PIDE, the session introduced
the Talanoa Dialogue framework — a
participatory, story based approach
emphasizing transparency, inclusivi-
ty, and trust in climate conversations.
The dialogue revolved around three
guiding questions: Where we are,
where we want to be, and how we
are going to get there. In his open-

ing remarks, Mr. Raza Narejo, Acting
Country Director at Islamic Relief Pa-
kistan, highlighted the organization’s
ongoing initiatives in water and food
security, gender inclusion, and cli-
mate adaptation. He emphasized that
dialogues like Talanoa complement
Pakistan’s national climate commit-
ments and contribute to shaping dis-
cussions ahead of COP30. Mr. Narejo
underscored that local perspectives
are essential for effective climate pol-
icy, as on ground realities often differ
from policy level assumptions. Partic-
ipants shared firsthand experiences
and local observations of Pakistan's
evolving climate landscape from un-
predictable weather patterns and re-
curring floods to soil degradation, air
pollution, and urban expansion. Con-
cerns over declining crop yields and
nutritional quality reflected the direct
link between environmental degra-
dation, food insecurity, and public
health. Participants noted that limited
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awareness among farmers about adap-
tive agricultural practices and weak
enforcement of pollution controls
continue to hinder resilience efforts.
They emphasized that climate adapta-
tion must be coupled with education,
behavioral change, and stronger lo-
cal participation in decision making
processes. Dr. Nasir Igbal, Associ-
ate Professor and Registrar PIDE,
stressed that policy design itself
influences climate outcomes and
called for evidence based policymak-
ing that integrates environmental
and economic objectives. He also
pointed to the absence of climate
insurance mechanisms to protect
vulnerable households from floods,
droughts, and crop failures. Other
contributors, including Dr. Zulfiqar,
Dr. Usman, and Dr. Faisal, discussed
the social and psychological dimen-
sions of climate stress, such as forced
migration, loss of community identity,
and post disaster vulnerabilities.

Building cimate resilient Pakistan: PIDE sparks national conversation through Talanoa Dialogue

APP
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics (PIDE), in col-
laboration with Islamic Relief
Pakistan, on Sunday hosted an in-
sightful Talanoa Dialogue titled
“Collaborative Climate Action for a
Resilient Pakistan”

The event brought together re-
searchers, practitioners, and pol-
Icymakers 1o foster Inclusive dis-
cussions on climate resilience,
adaptation, and sustainable devel-
opment, a news release said.

Moderated by Dr. Khurram El-
lahi, Assistant Professor at PIDE,
the session introduced the Tala-
noa Dialogue framework
ticipatory, story based approach
emphasizing transparency, inclu-

a par-

sivity, and trust in climate conver-
sations.

The dialogue revolved around
three guiding questions: Where
we are, where we want to be, and
how we are going to get there.

In his opening remarks, Raza
Narejo, Acting Country Director at
Islamic Relief Pakistan, highlight-
ed the organization's ongoing ini
tiatives in water and food security,
gender inclusion, and climate ad
aptation. He emphasized that di
alogues like Talanoa complement
Pakistan's national climate com-
mitments and contribute to shap
ing discussions ahead of COP30.

Narejo underscored that lo-
cal perspectives are essential
for effective climate policy, as on
ground realities often differ from
policy level assumptions.

Participants shared firsthand
experiences and local observa
tions of Pakistan’s evolving cli-
landscape unpre-
dictable weather patterns and
recurring floods to soil degrada
tion, air pollution, and urban ex-
pansion. Concerns over declining
crop yields and nutritional quality
reflected the direct link between
environmental degradation, food
insecurity, and public health

Participants noted that limited
awareness among farmers about
adaptive agricultural practices
and weak enforcement of pollu
tion controls continue to hinder
resilience efforts,

They emphasized that climate
adaptation must be coupled with
education, behavioral change, and
stronger local participation in de-

mate from

cision making processes.

Dr, Nasir Igbal, Associate Profes-
sor and Registrar PIDE, stressed
that policy design itsell influenc-
es climate outcomes and called for
evidence based policymaking that
Integrates environmental and eco-
nomic objectives

He also pointed to the absence
of climate insurance mechanisms
to protect vulnerable households
from floods, droughts, and crop
failures. Other contributors, in-
cluding Dr. Zulfiqar, Dr. Usman, and
Dr. Faisal, discussed the social and
psychological dimensions of cii-
mate stress, such as forced migra-
tion, loss of community identity,
and post disaster vulnerabilities.

They urged reviving tradi
tional ecological knowledge and
strengthening civic engagement

to bridge Pakistan’s growing envi-
ronmental awareness gap.

The dialogue produced sever-
al actionable recommendations
aimed at building climate restiience
and fostering behavioral change

Participants called for reforesta-
tlon and stricter regulation of in-
dustrial and mining activities to
mitigate degra
dation, the promotion of wurban
greenery and rooftop gardening to
Improve air quality and urban well
being, and the Installation of man-
datory water treatment systems
in all new housing schemes to pre
vent groundwater contamination.

They also stressed the need for
improved coordination among
federal, provincial, and local in
stitutions, the expansion of com-

environmental

munity based climate awareness

campaigns, and the adoption of
nature based, locally informed
solutions that reflect community
realities and priorities.

The Talanoa Dialogue reaf-
firmed that Pakistan's journey to-
ward climate resilience must be-
Rin with awareness, behavioral
change, and shared ownership.

Dr. Khurram Ellahi thanked all
participants for their valuable con-
tributions and reaffirmed PIDE's
commitment to advancing climate
Iinformed research and collabora-
tive policy action.

The dialogue demonstrated that
Inclusive discussions grounded in
empathy, evidence, and shared re-
sponsibility are vital to shaping
Pakistan's response to the grow-
ing climate crisis and achieving a
sustainable, resilient future.
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The Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE), in collaboration with Islamic
Relief Pakistan, hosted an insightful Talanoa
Dialogue titled “Collaborative Climate Action
for a Resilient Pakistan” The event brought
together researchers, practitioners, and poli-
cymakers to foster inclusive discussions on
climate resilience, adaptation, and sustainable
development

Moderated by Dr: Khurram Ellahi, Assistant
Professor at PIDE, the session introduced the
Talanca Dalogue framework — a participatory,
story based approach emphasizing transpar-
ency, inclusivity, and trust in climate conver-
sations. The dialogue revolved around three
guiding questions: Where we are, where we
want to be, and how we are going to get there.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Raza Narejo,
Acting Country Director at Islamic Relief
Pakistan, highlighted the organization’s ongoing
initiatives in water and food security, gender
incdlusion, and climate adaptation. He empha-
sized that dialogues like Talanoa complement
Pakistan's national climate commitments
and contribute to shaping discussions ahead
of COP30. Mr. Narejo underscored that local
perspectives are essential for effective cimate
policy, as on ground realities often differ from
policy level assumptions.

Participants shared firsthand experiences and

local observations of Pakistan's evolving diimate
landscape from unpredictable weather patterns
and recurring floods to soll degradation, air pol
lution, and urban expansion. Concerns over
declining crop ylekds and nutritional quality
reflected the direct link between environmental
degradation, food insecurity, and public health.
Participants noted that limited awareness
among farmers about adaptive agricultural
practices and weak enforcement of pollution
controls continue to hinder resilience efforts
They emphasized that climate adaptation must
be coupled with education, behavioral change,
and stronger local participation in decision
making processes.

Dr. Nasir Igbal, Associate Professor and
Registrar PIDE, stressed that policy design it-
self influences climate outcomes and called for
evidence based policymaking that integrates
environmental and economic objectives. He
also pointed to the absence of dlimate insur-
ance mechanisms to protect valnerable house-
holds from floods, droughts, and crop fallures.
Other contributors, including Dr: Zulfigar, Dr.
Usman, and Dr: Fatsal, discussed the soclal and
psychological dimensions of climate stress,

such as forced mig loss of ¢ Y
identity, and post disaster vulnerabilities. They
urged reviving trad al ecological k ded,

and strengthening civic engagement to bridge

Pakistan's growing environmental awareness

Bap.

The dialogue produced several actionable |
recommendations aimed at bullding climate
resilience and fostering behavioral change.
Participants called for reforestation and stricter
regulation of industrial and mining activities to |
mitigate environmental degradation, the pro-
motion of urban greenery and rooftop garden
Ing to improve air quality and urban wellbeing,
and the installation of mandatory water treat-
ment systems in all new housing schemes to
prevent groundwater contamination. They also |
stressed the need for improved coordination |
among federal, provincial, and local institu-
tions, the expansion of community based cli-
mate awareness campaigns, and the adoption |
of nature based, locally informed solutions that
reflect community realities and priorities.

In conclusion, the Talanoa Dialogue real-
firmed that Pakistan's journey toward dimate
resilience must begin with awareness, behavio-
ral change, and shared ownership. De Khurram |
Elahi thanked all participants for their valuable |
contributions and reaffirmed PIDE's commit-
ment to advancaing climate informed research |
and collaborative policy action. The dialogue
demonstrated that Inclusive discussions
grounded in empathy, evidence, and shared |
responsibility are vital to shaping Pakistan's
response to the growing climate crisis and |
achieving a sustainable, resibient future.



