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‘True development lies
in quality of human capital’

Islamabad

Federal Minister for Plan-
ning Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Ahsan Igbal
has stressed that a nation's
true measure of develop-
ment lies not in physical in-
frastructure but in the qual-
ity of its human capital.

The minister was deliver-
ing keynote address at the
conference on “Shaping pol-
icy through evidence
strengthening systems for
children in Pakistan® hosted

tion resulting in poor human
development outcomes de
spite significant infrastruc-
ture spending.

Highlighting alarming in-
dicators such as high stunt-
ing rates, millions of out-of-
school children and
Pakistan's continued strug-
gle with polio, he called for
urgent, evidence-driven in-
vestments in early child-
hood development and pop-
ulation management.

He urged policymakers,
civil society and the media to
close the “knowingdoing

here by Pakistan Institute of gap® by translating research

Development Economics
(PIDE) in collaboration with
Unicef Pakistan,

Ahsan observed that Pak-
istan’s long-standing focus
on physical projects came at
the expense of investment in
education, health and nutni-

into action and proposed the
development of a Child Wel-
fare Index of Pakistan to
track child wellbeing and
promote accountability at na-
tional and sub-national levels.

Rubina Khalid, Chairper
son, Benazir Income Sup-

port Programme (BISP), em-
phasised the centrality of
data and evidence in design-
ing effective, inclusive, and
gender-responsive policies.
She highlighted BISP's Na-
tional Socio-Economic Reg-
istry as one of the largest
data-driven social protec-
tion platforms in Asia, cov-
ering nearly 90 percent of
the country and enabling
cash transfers to millions of
women-headed households.

She shared key initiatives
indluding nutrition-sensitive
conditional cash transfers,
the Benazir Taleemi Wazaif
programme supporting mil-
lions of school-going chil-
dren and the introduction of
digital wallets for women
beneficiaries to advance fi-
nancial inclusion.

She stressed that adaptive,
climateaware and evidence-

led social protection systems
are critical for protecting vul-

development partners to
move from evidence to action

Pernille Ironside, Coun-
try Representative, Unicefl
Pakistan, reaffirned that ev-
idence is the foundation of
equitable and inclusive de-
velopment, especially in a
country where children's
outcomes are shaped by cli-
mate change, demographic
pressures, urbanisation and
economic volatility. She
shared that between 2018
and 2025, Unicef produced
more than 134 evidence
products across key child-
related sectors, identifying
effective multi-sectoral ap-
proaches while also reveal

ing persistent gaps in financ-
ing, coordination and equi-
table service delivery.

She emphasised that
while evidence exists, it
must be better institution-
alised to influence policy,
budgeting and large-scale
implementation, and reiter-
ating Unicef’s commitment
to partnering with govern-
ment institutions to ensure
research informs action for
measurable improvements
in children’s lives.

Dr Muhammad Nadeem
Javaid, Vice Chancellor,
PIDE, highlighted the grav-
ity of Pakistan’s human de-
velopment crisis, noting that
nearly 26 million children
are out of school while al-
most 40 percent suffer from
stunting, with long-term
consequences for health,
learning and productivity.
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PIDE, UNICEF Call for Evidence-

Based Policies to Strengthen
Systems for Children in Pakistan

&> News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE), in collab-
oration with UNICEF Paki-
stan, convened a high-level
conference titled “Shaping
Policy through Evidence:
Strengthening  Systems
for Children in Pakistan,”
bringing together senior
policymakers, development
practitioners, researchers,
and civil society represent-
atives to advance evidence-
based policymaking for chil-
dren’s wellbeing in the coun-
try. The event underscored
the urgent need to translate
credible research and data
into sustained policy action
to address Pakistan’s persis-
tent challenges in education,
health, nutrition, and social
protection.

Delivering the keynote
address, Professor Ahsan
Igbal, Federal Minister for
Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives, stressed
that a nation’s true measure
of development lies not in
physical infrastructure but

in the quality of its human
capital.

Earlier; In his welcome
remarks, Dr. Muhammad
Nadeem Javaid, Vice Chan-
cellor, PIDE, highlighted the
gravity of Pakistans human
development erisis, noting
that nearly 26 million chil-
dren are out of school while
almost 40 percent suffer from
stunting, with long-term
consequences for health,
leaming, and productivity.

Setting the global and
national context, Ms. Pernille
Ironside Country Represent-
ative UNICEF Pakistan reaf-

firmed that evidence is the
foundation of equitable and
inclusive development, espe-
cially in a country where chil-
dren’s outcomes are shaped
by climate change, demo-
graphic pressures, urbaniza-
tion, and economic volatility.

Adding a social protee-
tion perspective, Ms. Rubina
Khalid, Chairperson of the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), empha-
sized the centrality of data
and evidence in designing
effective, inclusive, and
gender-responsive  poli-
cies. She highlighted BISPs

National Socio-Economic
Registry as one of the langest
data-driven social protec-
tion platforms in Asia,
covering nearly 90 percent
of the country and enabling
cash transfers to millions of
women-headed households.
She shared key initiatives
including nutrition-sensitive
conditional cash transfers,
the Benazir Taleemi Wazaif
program supporting millions
of school-going children, and
the introduction of digital
wallets for women benefi-
ciaries to advance financial
inclusion.
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Political instability, not policy failure,
holdmg Pakistan back: Ahsan Iqbal

Foderal Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Profossor Ahsan Ighal on Wodnes-
day said Pakistan's strugglc for sustained develop-
ment is rooted in political instability and policy
disruption rather than a shortage of ideas, stratcgics
or technical cxpertise.

Spcnlmgsapdxy&sunmlbmnd
w becaks in governance and

vostment in infrastructure alone cannot deliver
progress in the abscnce of stability,

Hc said physical development loscs its value
when the social framework remains weak, adding
that roads, bridges and buildings amount to little
more than concrete structurcs il human development

Reforring to past national frameworks such as
Vision 2010 and Vision 2025, Ahsan Igbal said con-
tinuity was clcarly recognised as cescatial, yot none
of the plans were allowed to run their course due 1o
political uphcavals. As a result, he said, Pakistan
failed W convert long-term strategics into mcasur-
able outcomes.

Describing the present phase 2 a defining mo-
decide whether it wants to continuc ropeating histoe-
um-uaaw.mlymu
vdqneol trajectory based on  stability and

Hchlcncdpwhlocpnlncylowlmnlmd.
saying outcomcs dopend not just on design but on
conditions. Without political calm, institutional sup-
fruit, he said.

Drawing lcssons from global cxpericnce, Ahsan
Igbal identificd peace, political stability, loag-torm
policy continuity and ongoing rcform as the core pil-
lars of sustainablc growth, He stressed that develop-
ment policics roquire a docade or more 1o show
results, warning that premature disreption rescts

Howgover, he cautionod that stability alonc is not
sufficient. Without continusous reform and modorn-
rzation, he said, stability mercly entrenches outdatod
systoms instcad of driving progress,

Addressing governance challenges, the ministor
said Pakistan suffors from a persistont gap betweoen
knowlodge and implementation. He noted that gov-
crnmcent institutions arc rich in rescarch, roports and
cxpert advice but poor in cxocution.

Quoting academic rescarch, he sasd organiza-
tGons fail not because they lack knowlodge, but be-
fear of change block action. He sasd similar paticms
cxist across Pakistan's public scctor.

Tmbhmkwwmuden—
hasizod that oducation, child health and welfare
muwammmw
that while Pakistan shows cconomic indicators com-
parsblc to maddic-income countrics, its social indi-
catoes romain alarmingly weak.

Citing the 2023 census, he said population
growth has fcrated o d255p annu-
ally, with morc than 6.5 million children bom cach
year. He questionod whether the state is adoguately
prepared 1o moct the educational and health ncods of
this growing population.

Without sustaincd investment in children and
human capital, he wamod, Pakistan nsks falling fur-
ther bohind in an increasingly competitive global cn-
virommcal
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PIDE, UNICE

evidence-base
—

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute of Devel ==

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

opment Economics (PIDE), in collaboration
with UNICEF Pakistan, convened a high-evel
conference titled *Shaping Policy through Ev- &
idence: Strengthening Systems for Children in
Pahm bringing together senior pohq‘nuka
ers, devel TS,

and civil society representatives to advance evi-
dencebased policymaking for children’s wellbe-
ing in the country. The event underscored the
urgent need to translate credible research and
data into sustained policy action to address Pals-
stan’s persistent challenges in education, health, =
nutrition, and social protection. Delivering the
keynote address, Professor Ahsan Igbal, Federal
Mmister for Planning, Development, and Special
Initiatives, stressed that a nation's true measure
of development lies not in physical infrastructure
but in the quality of its human capital. He observed
that Pakistan's longstanding focus on physical pro-

vrlulc almost 40 percent suffer from stunting, with

jects has come at the expense of i in educa
lxm.lmldnandnummnmwhnmmmhmmde
infrastructure

despite

spending. Highlighting alarming indicators such as high
stunting rates, millions of outofschool children, and
hhm:mmxdnrwkvmhpﬂm be called for
urgent, e in carly chiddhood
d & He urged
pobicymakers, civil society, and the media to close the
“knowing-doing gap” by translating research into action
and proposed the development of a Child Welfare In-
dex of Pakistan to track child wellbeing and promote
accountability at national and subnational levels.
Earlier, In his welcome remarks, Dr. Muhzmnud
Nadeem Javaid, Vice Ch llor, PIDE, hj

for health, learning, and pro-
duﬂml) He emphmx«i that Pakistan does not lack
policies or data, but nlher suﬂm (mm a dmconnecx
between evid

" across key chidreiaied sectors, identifying. efiective

multi sectoral approaches while also reveakng persistent
gaps in financing, coordination, and equitable service
delivery. She emphasized that while evidence exists,
nnunxbcbmummmhudmwwm&y.

that evid upuke is an i
rather than a purely technical one, he called for
stronger sysn:ms d’m embed research into policy
design, b divery particu-
larly for childfocused i mlrnmbons.

Setting the global and national context, Ms. Pernille
Ironside Country Representative UNICEF Pakistan
reaffirmed that evidence is the foundation of equitable
and inclusive development, espedially in a country where
chikhn: outcomes ane sl\aprd by chma!rdmu- de
ic vola-

the gravity of Pakistan's human development crisis,
noting that nearly 26 million children are out of school

tility. She shared that between NISIMZO?_S UNICEF
Pakistan produced more than 134 evidence products

and k
UNICEF's commrrnl to partnering with PIDE and
government institutions to ensure research informs ac-
tion for measurable improvements in children’s lives.
Adding a social protection perspective, Ms. Rubina
Khalid, Chairperson of the Benazir Income Suppon
Pr (BISP), emph d the ¢ lity of

call for
policies

ed houscholds. She shared
key initiatives including nutni-
tionsensitive conditional cash
transfers, the Benazir Taleemi
Wazaif program supporting mil
bions of schoolgoing children,
and the introduction of digital
wallets for women beneficanies
j to advance financial inclusion.

and development partners to

highdevel pandd discussion titled
“From Evidence to Action — Em-
bedding Research in Policy and
Practice,” chaired by the Vice

Chancellor of PIDE and moderated by UNICEF Paks-
stan. The panel brought together senior experts from
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Population Council,
UNDP. IBA Karachi, UN Women, Gawi, and the Worid
Bank to reflect on how rescarch and evaluation are cur
rently used in shaping public pobicy and programmes in
Pakistan. Panelists examined institutional and politi-
cal barriers to evidence uptake, discussed successful
sectoral models, and explored emerging innovations
mdudmg dwla! sys(rms and artificial intelligence for

data and evidence in designing effective, mclu.n\\-,
and gendertesponsive policies. She i

The session emphasized
the need to move from fragmented pilot initiatives

BISP’s National SocioEconomic Registry as one of
the largest data-driven social protection platforms in
Asia, covering nearly 90 percent of the country and
enabling cash transfers to millions of womenhead-

toward lized research use, improved ac-
countability for results, and stronger linkages be-
tween evidence, budgeting, and implementation,
followed by an interactive question-and-answer ses-
sion with participants.






