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‘Success depends on policy stability,
continuity and collective national effort’

Rasheed Khalid

Islamabad

Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development & Spe-
cial Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal
has observed that Pakistan
had once been ahead of re
gional peers through devel
opment plans like Vision
2010 and Vision 2025 but
faltered due to political in-
stability and inconsistent
policies.

The minister was speak-
ing at a ceremony to wel
come new MPhil and PhD
students of Pakistan Insti-
tute of Development Eco-
nomics (PIDE) at its cam-

pus situated within Quaid-i-
Azam University.

Ahsan said that while
countries such as China,
Vietnam, and Bangladesh
advanced steadily, Pakistan
missed key opportunities,
resulting in slower indus.
trial growth, stagnant ex-
ports and developmental
setbacks.

He stressed that Pak.
istan now stands at a
“fourth flight” in its devel-
opment journey, where suc-
cess depends on policy sta.
bility, continuity, and
collective national effort.

Outlining the govern.
ment's URAAN Pakistan

Programme, he said the
agenda rests on five strate-
gic pillars:  export-led
growth to eam vital foreign
exchange, technological
transformation through dig-
italisation, Al, high-tech
and biotechnology, dimate
and environmental re-
silience to ensure food and
water security, energy and
infrastructure reform for

priorities through their re-
search and innovation.

The minister shared
three core principles. First,
excellence ~ mediocrity
cannot deliver transforma-
tion, so scholars must
strive for global standards
in their work.

Second, relevance -
knowledge should not be
confined to libraries or

affordable, green and effi- journals but must address

cient systems and equity
and empowerment through
stronger education, health,
social protections and in-
clusive development. He
urged scholars to con-
tribute to lhe_si national

real national problems and
improve lives.

Third, resilience -
progress demands perse-
verance and consistency,
and setbacks must not
weaken resolve.
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Bridging Ideas and Policy: PIDE Opens Doors to New Scholars

8 NEWS DESX
TR AMARA
The Pakistan Institute of
Economics (PIDE)
2025

clasrooms, PIDE uniquely com-

acuve engagements to familartze
students with academic rules and

Delivering the keynote
Federal Minister for Planning
& Initistives

that joining PIDE is not mercly the
start of an academic journey but an

address,  foundations

He stressed that Pakistan now

Outlining the government’s
URAAN Pakistan Program, the
Federal Minister said the agnda
rests on five strategic pillars:
export-led growth to cam vital
foreign exchange; technological

Drawing lessons from history,
be observed that Pakistan had
once been abead of regional peers
through ke
Vision 2010 and Vision 2025 bet
faltervd due o poltical instabdity
and Inconsistent policies.

Whike such as China,
Vietnam, and Bangladesh advanced
steadily, Pakistan missed key op-

tion, Al, fintech, and biotechnol-
ogy; climate and |

To guide their academic and
professional jouneys, Prol. Ahsan
Ighal shared thrve core principles.
First, encell .

Interact informually. With this orien-
tation, PIDE reaffirmed its méssion

cannot deliver transformation,

0 scholars must strive for global  ing

standards in thewr work

Second, redevince — knowledge
sheuld net be confined to librartes
or journals but must address rel
national problems and improve
Ives. Third, resilience — progress
demand and con-

through a highly competite pro-
cess, noting that more than 600
ol were received, and

sistency, and sethacks must not
weaken resobve,

Unging students to embeace co-
riosity, chalk

resience to ensure food and witer

uﬂa;tnmlllo‘nnkmt;tir;
the Minister described them as

after ngorous screening, 110 can-
didates were sclected for the PhD
and MPh programs.

He highlighted several structural
reforms introduced under s bad-
ership, including the Linch of two
new PR programs in Governance
& Public Polkcy and Development
Studies aimed at generating lo-
cally grounded. evidence-hased
solutions to pressing national

He explained that course cutiines
for all programs had been collec:

scholars. Dr: Javaid emphastzed
that these reforms are desigred o
create an inclusive, rescarch-driven

that enh axr

agenda

He noted that PIDE's train-
ing mandate had been reshaped
through the creation of the
Executive

Center,
which will provide capacity-build-
Ing opportunities to both the public
ad A

demic excellence and strengthens
PIDE's role as Pakistan’s premier

he highlighted the Work Study
Program (WSP), under which PhD
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PIDE opens doors to new scholars

1sLaMABAD. The Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) celebrated Orientation Day 2025

at its campus in Islamabad, warmly welcoming a
new cohort of MPhil and PhD scholars embarking
on their academic journey. The event featured
orientation sessions, book stalls showcasing PIDE'’s
extensive research output, documentary screenings,
and interactive engagements to familiarize students
with academic rules and regulations. Delivering

the keynote address, Federal Minister for Planning,
Development & Special Initiatives and Chancellor
PIDE, Professor Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary (NI),
welcomed the new scholars and emphasized that
joining PIDE is not merely the start of an academic
journey but an opportunity to shape Pakistan’s
future through research, innovation, and policy
engagement. OUR CORRESPONDENT
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Bridging Ideas and
Policy: PIDE Opens
Doors to New Scholars
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ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Institute of Devek
Feonomics (PIDE) m
od Orientation Day 2025 at its
campus in Islamabad, warm-
ly welcoming a new cohort of
MPhil and PhD scholars embark-
ing on their academic journey.
The event featured orientation
sessions, book stalls showeasing
PIDESs extensive research output,
documentary screenings, and interactive
engagements to familianize stdents with
academic rules and regulations,

Delivering the keynote address, Federal
Minister for Planning, Development &
Special Initiatives and Chancellor PIDE,
Prof. Ahsan Ighal Chaudhary (NT),
wekomed the new scholars and empha-
sized that joining PIDE & not merely the
start of an academic joumey but an oppor-
tunity to shape Pakistan's future through
research, innovation, and policy engage-
ment.

Prof. Ahsan Igbal expressed pride in
having contributed to PIDE's expansion,

OF DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMICS

envisioning it as a bub that nurtures a
new generation of cconomists capable of
strengthening the foundations of Paki-

stan’s progress. Drawing lessons from
history, he observed that Pakistan had
once been abead of regional peers through
devedopment s like Vision 2010 and
Vision 2025 but faltered due to polit-
ical instability and inconsistent policies.
While countries stch as China, Victnam,
stan missed key opportunities, resulting
in slower industrial growth, stagnant
exports, and developmental setbacks.
He stressed that Pakistan now stands at

PRI

PAKISTAN INSTITUTE

a “fourth flight " in its developenent
journey, where success drpcnd‘
on policy stability, continuity, and
collective national effort.

The program concluded with
refreshments, offering students,
faculty, and guests an opportu-
nity to interact informally. With
this orientation, PIDE reaffirmed
its mission to nurture thought
leaders, foster innovation, and
provide evidence-based solutions
to Pakistan’s pressing socso-coo-
nomic challenges,

Eartier, in his welcome address, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Nadeem Javaid (SI)
congratulated the newly admitted scholars
for securing admisson through a highly
competitive process, noting that more
than 600 applications were received,
and after rigorous screening, 110 candi-
dates were selected for the PhD and MPhil

peograms.

Dr. Karim Khan, Dean Academics, in
has introductory remarks shared PIDES
institutional journey and emphasized the
institute’s role a5 a premier think tank and
research hub in Pakistan,



[sam

————

POST

September 17, 2025

Shaping Pakistan’s future
through research and policy

Prof. Ahsan Igbal expressed pride in having contributed to PIDE’s expansion, envisioning it
as a hub that nurtures a new generation of economists capable of strengthening the
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PIDE welcomes scholars 2025 Shaping Pakistan’s future through research and polncy

B STAFF REPORT
AN
The Pakistan Institute of Devedopenent Economics (PIDE) ocle-
brated Orentation Day 2025 at its campus (n Iskamabad, warmly
welcoming a mew cohort of MPhil and PhD scholars embaricing
on their acsdemnic journey. The event featured arientation ses-
mmu.mnnr;mmm

to tamil-
mmmwmm

MWM(M] wekomed the new scholars and
emphastzed that joining PIDE i not merely the start of an acy-
demic journcy but an opportunity to shape Pakistan's future
through rescarch, innovation, and policy engagement. Unlike
other institutions where economics remains confined to chass-
ml’lbﬁmmﬁnmﬁ;m&wﬁdm

offeries
offering

a government think tank This dual role, he poted, ensbies PIDE
scholary 1o become problem-solvers whose work s academi-
cally rigorous and practically relevant.

Prof Alsan Igbal peide In having w
PIDE's expunsion, envisioning it as & hub that surtures & new
goneration of economists capable of strongthening the founda-
vons of Pakistan's progress. Drawing lessons from hstory, be
observed that Pakistan had once been ahead of regional peers
through development plans Mve Vision 2010 and Vision 2025
but faltered due to political instabiity and incoraistent poli-

mmmmmmumwlw

advanced steackly, Pakistan

ransiormation,
| gobul standands in their work. Second, relevance — knowledge

should mot be confined to ltwarkes or journals but must address
real national problems and improve Ives. Third, restlience —
progress demands perseverance and consistency, and sethacks
must not weaken resolve.
anmmw"mmw-n
the next ge s whose
hutttmm—ldeamowﬂ wmm
wtﬂny.‘mdﬂply

In slower industrial growth, stagnant exports, Mhpr-n-
tal sethacks. He stressed that Pakistan now stands at a “ourth
ﬂ‘fhnh&mwm“m&vc-ﬁn

policy stabilxy,
mmmm‘mmmmw
Foderal Minsster said the agenda rests on five strategic pillars:

export-led growth 1o earn vital foreign exchange: technological
Al fintech, and biotech-
nology; cimate and to food

offering students,

ummammmmu
more than 600 applications were received, and after rgorous

110 candi were selected for the PhD and MPhi

ed research centers focusing on domains such as industry,
trade, digital economy, clmate change, agriculture, energy, and
macroeconomic po

De Mldwlmdu-mmp(olmn\swum.q
research plans,

mhammmmmmm
PIDE's traming mandate had been reshaped through the cres-
tion of the Executive Center, which will provide
capacity buil ding opportunities to both the public and private
sectors. Among the initiatives anmounced, be highlighted the
Work Study Program (WSP), under which PhD scholars are
placed in ministries and government departments to gain
mmmmrwmaww
of Rs. 50,000, iy

-mwmmmmuhm\um

redorms are designed to creste an inchusive, research-driven ca-
thxt enh, and strengthens
PIDE's role as Pakistan’s premier policy think tank.




