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‘Rising geo-economic strategy
shaping Pakistan’s security framework’

Islamabad
National Security Division's
Strategic Policy Planning
Cell Chairperson Syed Has-
san Akbar has said that as
global interdependencies in-
creased, both military and
economic tools are used in
tandem to pursue strategic
and political objectives, a
shift that greatly influenced
Pakistan's national security
framework reflected in the
country’s first comprehen-
sive National Security Policy
released in 2022,

Hassan was addnessing a

premises of Quaid-i-Azam
University.

He cited US-China strate-
gic competition, the Huawed
and TikTok cases and
sweeping tanifl wars as ex-
amples of geoeconomics
being deployed as strategic
coercion

He projected at least a
decade or two of global tur-
bulence before any new
equilibrium sets in. For Pak-
istan, he argued, this transi-
tion presents an opportunity:
the ability to navigate great.
power competition through
strategic flexibility and a de-
liberate policy of “no camp

seminar on “Economics of politics™ - maintaining deep

war & interdependencies:
Iran, Pakistan & the Middle
East” hosted here by Pak.
istan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) at
its campus situated in the

ties with China while pre-
serving a productive rela-
tionship with the United
States.

Hassan outlined several
nearterm gains: the arrival

of the first US LNG cargo di
versifying Pakistan's energy
supply; growing US interest
in Pakistan's critical miner-
als sector; Washington's sup-
port for Pakistan's katest IMF
programme; new land transit
revenues  from  routes
opened with Iran and the po-
tentiad revival of the stalled
$18 billion lran-Pakistan gas
pipeline should Iran sanc-
tions be lifted, which could
open transformative trade
and energy corridors
through Iran and Turkey into
Central Asia and Europe.
Journalist Sarah Zaman
highlighted the role of social
media in democratising in-
formation noting that troop
movements and military lo-
gistics are now traceable
through opensource plat.
forms and pointed out the
challenges this poses for

govemments and news out-
lets trying to ensure the
credibility and accuracy of
their reporting The Iran in-
ternet blockade, now in its
second month, was cited as
evidence of how seriously
states are treating the social
media battle space.

She observed that Pak-
istan historically positioned
itself as a “glorified highway
rather than a factory,” ques-
tioning how transit-route
diplomacy can transkate into
productive economic capac-
ity without investment in
manufactuning, labour force
development and population
management. She cautioned
that “flattery and hope are
not strategy” and that sus-
taining Washington's good-
will beyond the cumrent ad-
ministration would require
deep structural reforms.
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PIDE seminar explores Pakistan’s role in shaping global
peace and economic mterdependencues
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The Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) hosted a thought-pro-
voking seminar titled "Economics of War
&I Iran, Pakistan, & The
Middle East”™ at its campus in Islamabad,
The seminar brought together distinguished
speakers for a compedling discussion on the
evolving geopolitical dynamics in the Middle
East, Pakistan’s role as a peacemaker, and
the interconnections between security, eco-
nomic policy, and global diplomacy.

The event featured Syed Hassan Akbar,
Chairman of the Strategic Policy Planning
Cell at the National Security Division, and
Sarah Zaman, Senior Journalist for Global
Affairs. Moderated by Fasi Zaka, a well-
known commentator and policy expert,
the seminar delved deep into the chang-
ing role of Pakistan in global security and
economic affairs.

Syed Hassan Akbar addressed the evolv-
Ing nature of national security, noting how
the traditional divide between security
policy and economic policy has largely
disappeared. He explained that as global
interdependencies have increased, both

! military and economic tools are now
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being used in tandem to pursue stralrpt
and political objectives — a shift that has
greatly influenced Pakistan's national se-
curity framework, as reflected in the coun-
try’s first comprehensive National Security
Policy released in 2022. He cited US-China
strategic competition, the Huawei and
TikTok cases, and sweeping tariff wars as
eamples of geoeconomics being deployed
as strategic coercion.

Mt Akbar also spoke about the transi-
thon from a unipolar world to a multipolar
one, cautioning that multipolarity does not
automatically bring stability. He projected
at least a decade or two of global turbu-
lence before any new equilibrium sets in.
For Pakistan, he argued, this transition
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presents an oppor:umty' lh; ability to
navigate great-power competition through
strategic flexibility and a &-llhenn.- policy

ments and military logistics are now trace-
able through open-source platforms — and
pointed out the challenges this poses for
governments and news outlets trying to
ensure the credibility and accuracy of their
reporting. The Iran internet blockade, now
in its second month, was cited as evidence
of how seriously states are treating the so-
cial media bai 3

A central theme of the seminar was
Pakistan’s remarkable diplomatic rein-
vention — from a country battered by two
decades of the war on terrorism to an ac-
tive mediator in the US-lran conflict, earn-
ing rare public praise from Washington.

of “no camp politics™ — g deep
ties with China (its largest investor and
defence technology partner) while pre-
serving a ive relationship with the
United States (its largest export market
and key influence in multilateral financial
Institutions).

In the second half of the seminar, Sarah
Zaman discussed the growing influence of
media and technology, particularly in shap-
ing public opinion during global conflicts
like those in Iran and Gaza. She highlighted
the role of social media in democratizing
information — noting that troop move-

H . both speakers d that dip-
lomatic salience alone cannot substitute for
structural reform. Ms. Zaman observed that
Pakistan has historically positioned itself as
a "glorified highway rather than a factory”
questioning how transit-route diplomacy
can translate into productive economic
capacity without investment in manu-
facturing, labour force development, and
population management. She cautioned
that “flattery and hope are not strategy,”
and that sustaining Washington’s goodwill
beyond the current administration would
require deep structural reforms.
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PIDE explores

Pak’s role

in shaping global peace

A central theme of the seminar was Pakistan’s remarkable diplomatic reinvention- from a
country battered by two decades of the war on terrorism to an active mediator in the US-
Iran conflict, earning rare public praise from Washington
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ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE) hosted
a thought-provoking seminar titled “Eco-
nomics of War & Interdependencies:
Iran, Pakistan, & The Middle East™ at
its campus in Islamabad. The seminar
brough gether distinguished speakers
for a compelling discussion on the evolv-
ing geopolitical dynamics in the Middle
East, Pakistan's role as a peacemaker,
and the interconnections between secu-
rity, economic policy, and global diplo-
macy The event featured Syed Hassan
Akbar, Chairman of the Strategic Policy
Planning Cell at the National Security
Division, and Sarah Zaman, Senior Jour-
nalist for Global Affairs. Moderated by
Fasi Zaka, a wellknown commentator
and policy expert, the seminar delved
deep into the changing role of Pakistan
in global security and economic affairs.
Syed Hassan Akbar addressed the evolv-
ing nature of national security, noting

largely disappeared. He explained that as
global interdependencies have increased,
both military and economic tools are now
being used in tandem to pursue strategic
and political objectives — a shift that has
greatly influenced Pakistan's national
security framework, as reflected in the
country’s first comprehensive National
Security Policy released in 2022, He cit-
ed US-China strategic competition, the
Huawei and TikTok cases, and sweeping
tariff wars as examples of geoeconomics
being deployed as strategic coercion. Mr,
Akbar also spoke about the transition
from a unipolar world to a multipolar
one, cautioning that Itipolarity does
not automatically bring stability. He pro-
jected at least a decade or two of global
turbulence before any new equilibrium
sets in. For Pakistan, he argued, this
transition presents an opportunity: the
ability to navigate great-power compe-
tition through strategic flexibility and a
deliberate policy of “no camp politics”
- maintaining deep ties with China (its
largest investor and defence technology
partner) while preserving a productive

how the traditional divide b se-
curity policy and economic policy has

relati ip with the United States (its

flluence

in multilateral financial institutions). In
the second half of the seminar, Sarah
Zaman discussed the growing influence
of media and technology, particularly
in shaping public opinion during global
conflicts like those in Iran and Gaza. She
highlighted the role of social media in
democratizing information — noting that
troop movements and military logistics
are now traceable through open-source
platforms — and pointed out the challeng-
es this poses for governments and news
outlets trying to ensure the credibili-
ty and accuracy of their reporting. The
Iran internet blockade, now in its second
month, was cited as evidence of how seri
ously states are treating the social media
battlespace. A central theme of the semi-
nar was Pakistan’s remarkable diplomatic
reinvention — from a country battered by
two decades of the war on terrorism to an
active mediator in the US-Iran conflict,
earning rare public praise from Washing-
ton. However, both speakers stressed that
diplomatic salience alone cannot substitute
for structural reform. Ms. Zaman observed
that Pakistan has historically positioned it-
self as a “glonified highway rather than a

largest export market and key 1

factory,” how transit-route di-

plomacy can translate into productive eco-
nomic capacity without investment in man-
ufacturing, labour force development, and
population management. She cautioned
that “flattery and hope are not strategy,”
and that sustaining Washington's goodwill
beyond the current administration would
require deep structural reforms. The semi-
nar concluded with a stimulating exchange
of ideas between the speakers and the au-
dience on the concrete economic dividends
of Pakistan's mediation role, Syed Hassan
Akbar outlined several nearterm gains: the
arnval of the first US LNG cargo diversi-
fying Pakistan's energy supply: growing
US interest in Pakistan's critical minerals
sector; Washington’s support for Pakistan's
latest IMF programme; new land transit
revenues from routes opened with Iran;
and the potential revival of the stalled $18
billion Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline should
Iran sanctions be lifted, which could open
transformative trade and energy corridors
through Iran and Turkey into Central Asia
and Europe. He also emphasized the need
for Pakistan to continue fostering region-
al connectivity through initiatives like
CPEC, despite the hurdles posed by re-
gional instability and sanctions.




