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Islamabad

 Pakistan must shift from re-
| active disaster relief to dli-
| mate-risk management as ol
mate shocks threaten
agriculture, food security,

nomic stability.

These wamings came
from experts at a roundtable
-on “Climate risk and agricul-
ture sector output: policy
 pathways for Monsoon 2026
and beyond,” hosted here by
Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE).

labal said climate change was
no longer only an environ-
mental concern but a chal-
lenge of productivity, infla-
tion, employment, public
finance and growth. “The
| next economic crisis may
' begin not with a failed hnk
! bm with a failed monsoon,”

Aakdm contributes
about 23.4 percent of Pak-
istan’s GDP and supports
more than 33.1 percent of its
workforce, yet remains
severvly exposed. Neardy 70
percent of farmers cultivate
fewer than five acres, while

Climate change
threatens agriculture

Iqbal said, calling for a move
from disaster response to risk
management, relief to re
silience and fragmented insti-
tutions to integrated gover-
nance. Fanmers, he stressed,
need fair markets, quality
sewds, technology and protec-

rural livelihoods and eco- tion

Chief of Research and Di-
rector, Centre for Agriculture,
Climate Change & Rural
Economy (CACCRE) Dr. In-
ayat Ulkah said the study cov-
ered 121 districts, three major
crops and 10 agro-ecological
zones using data from 190810
2024. The findings showed

Registrar PIDE Dr Nasir that warming was accelerat-

ing fastest in rainfed and
southem irrigated belts. Dis-
tricts in southem Punjab and
interior Sindh repeatedly ap-
peared at the intersection of
toodmniovmhmedi-
mate valnerability, weak
gaionandmeqnlhnd&
tribution.

Livestock Specialist at the
Planning Commission Dr
Mohsin Kiani said chimate
smart feeding, including total
mixed rations, could raise
productivity by 15 to 20 per-
cent while reducing emis-
sions by 10 to 15 percent. He
called for livestock insurance,

less than two percent of agri- recognition of insured ani-
clitnllommiund.he mals as collateral, lower
said “Every rupee spent re-  taxes on agricultural technol-
\buucing is a rupee not in- ogy and stronger private-sec-
(vested in our future,” Dr. tor engagement.
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A failed monsoon could trigger Pakistan’s next economic
crisis, PIDE warns

B STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMASAD

Pakistan must shift from reactive disas-
ter relief to climate-risk management as
climate shocks threaten agriculture, food
security, rural livelihoods and economic
stability, experts warned at a roundta-
ble hosted by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE). This
warning comes ahead of Pakistan’s uncer-
tain 2026 monsoon.

The dialogue, titled “Climate Risk and
Agriculture Sector Output: Policy Pathways
for Monsoon 2026 and Beyond,” was or-
ganised by PIDE's Centre for Agriculture,
Climate Change and Rural Economy
(CACCRE). The dialogue brought together
experts from PMD, NDMA, NUTECH,
NUST, GIZ, Ghazi University, the Planning
Commission, academia, development
organisations and the private sector
nationwide.

- -
v PIRIE
PAKISTAN INSTITUTE OF
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

Opening the session, Dr. Nasir Igbal,
Registrar at PIDE, said cimate change was
no longer only an environmental concern
but a challenge of productivity, inflation,
employment, public finance and growth
“The next economic crisis may begin not
with a failed bank, but with a failed mon-

soon,” he warned.

Agriculture contributes about 23.4 per-
cent of Pakistan's GDP and supports more
than 33.1 percent of its workforce, yet re-
mains severely exposed. Nearly 70 percent
of farmers cultivate fewer than five acres,
while less than two percent of agricultural

losses are insured. “Every rupee spent re-
building s a rupee not invested in our fu-
ture,” Dr. Igbal said, calling for a move from
disaster response to risk management,
relief to resilience and fragmented institu-
tions to integrated governance. Farmers, he
stressed, need fair markets, quality seeds,
technology and protection.

Presenting CACCRE's preliminary assess-
ment, Dr. Inayat Ullah, Chief of Research
and Director CACCRE, said the study cov-
ered 121 districts, three major crops and
10 agro-ecological zones using data from
1998 to 2024. The findings showed that
warming was accelerating fastest in rain-
fed and southern irrigated belts.

Districts in southern Punjab and interior
Sindh repeatedly appeared at the intersec-
tion of food-security importance, climate
vulnerability, weak irrigation and unequal
land distribution. Participants urged coor-
dinated support for these critical areas.
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PIDE warns uncertain
monsoon may pose
risks to economy

ISLAMABAD: Experts on
Thursday cautioned that an
uncertain monsoon pattern
could pose risks to Paki-
stan's agricultural sector and
broader economic stability,
emphasising the need for
proactive planning and ch-
malenskmanzgement.

The views were expressed
during a policy dialogue host-
ed by the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics
(PIDE), which brought to-
gether experts from academ-
ia, government institutions
and development organisa-
tions to deliberate on climate
risks and agricultural output.
Speaking on the occasion,
PIDE Registrar Dr Nasir
Igbal said climate change had
emerged as a crosscutting
economic challenge, affect-
ing productivity, inflation,
employment and growth.

He observed that disruptions
in monsoon patterns could
have wideranging implica-
tions for agriculturedepend-
ent livelihoods and econom-
ic resilience. Highlighting
the sector’s importance, he

noted that agriculture con-
tributes over 23 per cent to
the national economy and
employs a significant share
of the workforce, yet remains
highly exposed to climate
variability.

He stressed the need to shift
from reactive disaster re-
sponse to a more integrated
risk management approach,
focusing on resilience and
preparedness Dr Inayat Uk
lah, Chief of Research and Di-
rector at PIDE’s Centre for
Agriculture, Climate Change
and Rural Economy (CAC-
CRE), presented key findings
from a recent assessment
covering multiple districts
and :gro-ecologial zones.
He noted that rising temper-
atures and changmg mnlel

irnigated regions, including
parts of southern Punjab and
interior Sindh. He said these
regions frequently appeared
at the intersection of climate
vulnerability, food security
importance and structural
challenges, underscoring the

need for targeted interven-
tions and coordinated sup-
port mechanisms, Dr Faisal
Saeed, Chief Meteorologist
at the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department, shared that
seasonal outlooks indicated
above-normal temperatures
and the possibility of be-
low-average rainfall.
However, he cautioned that
lower rainfall did not rule
out extreme weather events
such as intense downpours
and flash floods, calling for
improved dissemination of
localized, cropspecific advi-
sories, Representing the Na-
tional Disaster Management
Authority, Dr Kamal Ahmed,
Executive Director Risk Fi
nance, highlighted that eco-
nomic losses from climate
events were nising due to
gaps in preparedness, land-
ture resilience. He highlight-
ed the importance of linking
early-warning systems with
timely and effective response
mechanisms. Experts also
pointed to a significant gap in
adaptation financing.~APP
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‘Uncertain monsoon
threatens agriculture’

PIDE dialogue
calls for proactive
climate risk
management

ISLAMABAD

Experts have cautioned
that an uncertain monsoon
pattern could pose risks to
Pakistan’s agricultural sector
and broader economic stabil-
ity, emphasising the need for
proactive climate risk man-
agement during a policy dia-
logue hosted by the Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE).

PIDE Registrar Dr Nasir
Igbal said climate change had
emerged as a cross-cutting
economic challenge affect-
ing productivity, inflation,
employment and growth,
with disruptions in monsoon
patterns having wide-rang-
ing implications for agricul-
ture-dependent livelihoods.
Agriculture contributes over
23% to the national economy
yet remains highly exposed
to climate variability.,

Dr Inayat Ullah, Chief of
Research at PIDE's Centre for
Agriculture, Climate Change
and Rural Economy, said ris-

ing temperatures and chang-
ing rainfall patterns were
particularly affecting rain-fed
and southern irrigated re-
gions, Dr Faisal Saeed, Chief
Meteorologist at the Pakistan
Meteorological Department,,
said seasonal outlooks in-
dicated above-normal tem-
peratures and the possibility
of below-average rainfall,
though extreme weather
events remained possible.
Dr Kamal Ahmed of NDMA
highlighted that economic
losses from climate events
were rising due to gaps in pre-
paredness. Experts pointed to
a significant gap in adapta-
tion financing and stressed
investment in resilience-
building initiatives, includ-
ing agricultural insurance.
Dr Mohsin Kiani noted the
livestock sector remained vul-
nerable to heat stress, disease
and flooding, suggesting the
adoption of climate-smart
feeding practices and ex-
pansion of insurance cover-
age.. Participants agreed on
the need for strengthening
institutional coordination,
promoting research and en-
suring effective policy imple-
mentation at all levels. arp



4220, =i8 s (!‘

ST ;L.,o'ld?ul’:lllff&b&gcyﬂ'yjﬂéL/J:J¢// d/qu
NADA-I-KHALQ_
HARIPUR e lil sad padalsaclily %A)))
; 2L 9'
j “
Sotp S bs |
336 W 2082 Smf e 2026 19005 | E

PlDE‘g)"L’)L}/}(f)J}’J’(jJJ‘&M ALy

¢ $x Qv S < SKt & o 1 Sb osT

M52 L L3 bnf
Fhrs L 20250 L L 2022 42
f(,Jr‘l/ugLvdl.J/l:.,/lS 402
=Abe Ol ug;rfﬂ/d: ‘fu/l(fucfi(/
Sotutel- L)/://._»J)’ML/J&JJH
L slul. JJ/wUJ}‘JLf/UrJJ'}‘#
w9 .8t Mlac S Ju‘2024 2536
ud 4.15 2 E i 730 L UY
J'(c-(}k dl./}’é.u‘/l. gjfd/)/@/
uiyn’_«/’l/(f/ﬂuf;dlr Tk do s
Lty Byt JJAVJ..&MJ
2026 S s S B i
eAZenmlie S Ut rururd
»,v;i;tLJ‘ft':c.ul{-lKunLn/jﬂ
il u.«)/(,(}’/ 5{,‘@/5'/,«5 J-J"unt
s u‘l_ﬁ Ut N NP
du.u:ul/L S A B
P2 Festldl il e ok
e d(c;;l////"b:/dy-
Jj:(/’"/.g/b dLvlfLuu U
Q{(WILLK/-%_(/QVJZ;VUM
LU;/UJV/H,//J:LJ'U}J'
J/L}{JUUM/)'U)"JL o ul/(lv J/U/
//ﬂuﬁ fdloub‘u U,Jf//.u:/m
oMt B Qrste S 81204

Qber AT (UiCgs ST et
L AEBRL ez n Lyt
et Qi sl Soudy 6
Qv bl ntn P S0l
U9 o2 (s i (156 emrtss &
i p aﬁwﬂ’_ L &1 5L
./‘Lu ST o d)l uL«"L 14

& i g ,W(w/,L(Pu)E)fm
L e APl LA
g Bl P LA TEEL 2
:.,wrfu*Lb-u";xmzozeuy
Fip ANDMA) (31 2522 13 J
L :l‘ (_f/;l Ul dU/r...lrle ru':{
/:/I//LU’U)G Q J..«’;M_J/L
St i & B W Jo1 et
uULd'fu(uﬂd@v’u’ﬂ#j(ﬂ/u”y
- ‘ﬁu iy S L 356l
St So Bl LY s
L(’(f.—_uyur(b’t.ﬁu”dngf.ﬁ
&o J"dwéiu#u‘é.&-c.tc
L ST 30 £ el G L
«“_anjl.b'cd,’é'gﬂ.:«/li,?»ufu}lk
Qwet L mir bl il v $52 5
JJIFWJUﬁ_l‘_f.T/%:dW &L;"!‘r.:qﬂ’{!l/?
VV&:-?KJL#&{,&J@)U:V/{'
/ul"/'l IJUIA@LQ’/;L-J_Z ‘L//
ey Qerend 2030 2023

B SGH Er L ful viwe L1pL Usksz 3Lev APIDE s\




