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PIDE conference urges policy overhaul for
Pakistan’s struggling automobile industry

OUR STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) hosted
a day-long conference on "Revi-
talizing Pakistan's Automobile
Industry: Moving towards Con-
sumer Welfare, Global Integra-
tion & Sustainable Mobility".
Representatives of Automo-
bile Companies In Pakistan,
Automobile parts manufac-
turers, policymakers and aca-
demicians participated in the
conference, which was held in
Lahore here on Sunday sharing
their experience and knowl-
edge regarding the issues and
the future outlook of the auto-
mobile industry in Pakistan.
The conference was well at-
tended by a large number of
students from the local univer-
sities as well. The discussion at

the conference was focused on
three sub-themes, Localisation
Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms
and Industry Development, and
Electrification and the Future
of Mobility.

Extensive and in-depth anal-
ysis and views were shared on
all the themes by the experts,
while students also actively
participated in the discussion
sessions as well.

Vice Chancellor Pakistan In-
stitute of Development Eco-
nomics (PIDE), Dr Nadeem Ul
Haque in his opening address to
the conference expressed that
the primary agenda of this con-
ference is to explore why Paki-
stan’s automobile industry Is
not progressing and to discuss
strategies for its revitalisation.

“The aim of our institution
is the economic prosperity of

Pakistan, and this conference
I a step towards achieving that
by focusing on the automobile
sector. The key issues to ad-
dress include the reasons be-
hind the lack of exports from
the automobile industry, the

it
Despite 50
to 70 years of
protection, the
sector has failed
to export

delayed introduction of hybrids
and EVs, and the future of the
Industry in terms of research
and development,” he said.

He said that despite 50 to 70
years of protection, the sec-

tor has failed to export, which
a significant concern Is given
the country's economic crisis,
He said that the objective is to
have a constructive dialogue
to develop policies and under-
stand issues that will drive the
development of Pakistan's au-
tomobile industry.

Dr Nadeem concluded his
remarks by reaffirming PIDE's
efforts towards always taking
new steps forward, aiming to
conduct research and stimulate
debate on important topics as
the goal Is to foster real, pro-
ductive conversations that lead
to actionable outcomes for the
sector's growth and integration
into the global market.

Later, the PIDE team pre-
sented the findings of their
ongoing research on the state
of the automobile industry in
Pakistan and the future out-

look. A second presentation
focusing specifically on the
potential of Electric Vehicles
in Pakistan, as well as the chal-
lenges in its adoption was also
presented by the PIDE team at
the conference.

The participants lauded the
work done by PIDE and also the
organisation’s efforts to bring
together all stakeholders to
develop and promote a unified
reform plan for the revitalisa-
tion of the automobile industry
in Pakistan,

The message from the confer-
ence was clear Pakistan needs
a policy shift if it wants to de-
velop its automobile industry.

Senior Rescarch Economist
at PIDE, Dr Usman Qadir In
his closing remarks expressed
gratitude to all the attendees
for their participation and feed-
back on this pressing matter.
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Automobile industry still fails to export, raising
concerns amid the economic crisis: PIDE VC

i PPA

LAHORE: Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics hosted a
One Day Conference titled ‘Revital-
izing Pakistan’s Automobile Industry:
Moving towards Consumer Welfare,
Global Integration & Sustainable
Mobility’ here in Lahore. Represent-
atives of Automobile Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile parts manu-
facturers, policymakers and acade-
micians participated in the conference
sharing their experience and knowl-
edge regarding the issues and the
future outlook of automobile indus-
try in Pakistan. The conference was
well attended by a large number of
students from the local universities
aswell.

The discussion in the conference
was focused on three sub-themes,
Localization Obsession and Supply

Chain Constraints, Policy, Reforms
and Industry Development, and Elec-
trification and the Future of Mobility.
Extensive and in-depth analysis and
views were shared on all the themes by
the experts, while students also actively
participated in the discussion sessions
aswell.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chan-
cellor Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) in his open-
ingaddress to the conference expressed
that the primary agenda of this confer-
enceisto explore why Pakistan’s auto-
mobile industry is not progressing
and to discuss strategies for its revi-
talization. The aim of our institution
is the economic prosperity of Pakistan,
and this conference is a step towards
achieving that by focusing on the auto-
mobile sector. The key issues to address

include the reasons behind the lack of

exports from the automobile industry,

the delayed introduction of hybrids
and EVs, and the future of the industry
in terms of research and development.
Despite 50 to 70 years of protection,
the sector has failed to export, which
isasignificant concern given the coun-
try’s economic crisis.

Later, the PIDE team presented

iww.pide.org.pk

the findings of their ongoing research
on the state of automobile industry
in Pakistan and the future outlook. A
second presentation focusing specifi-
cally on the potential of Electric Vehi-
clesin Pakistan, as well as the challeng-
es in its adoption were also presented
by the PIDE team at the conference.

The participants lauded the work done
by PIDE and also the organization’s
cfforts to bring together all stakehold-
ers for developing and promoting a
unified reform plan for the revitaliza-
tion of automobile industry in Paki-
stan.

The message from the conference
was clear that Pakistan needs a policy
shiftif it wants to develop its automo-
bile industry. The focus must shift from
absolute localization of the industry to
instead focusing on becoming part of
the global value chain.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
Economist at PIDE in his closing
remarks expressed gratitude to all the
attendees for their participation and
feedback on this pressing matter. He
also expressed the desire to further-
ing such deliberations and collabora-
tion with industry experts and other
members of the academia as well.
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PIDE Highlights Crisis: Pakistan’s auto industry
technologically decades
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KARACHI: Pakistan Institute of

Development Economies hosted a
round table discussion titled ‘Revital-
izing Pakistan’s Automobile Industry:
Moving towards Consumer Welfare,
Global Integration & Sustaina-
ble Mobility” here in Karachi. The
Round Table Conference was attend-
ed by representatives of Automobile
Companies in Pakistan, Automobile
parts manufacturers and academi-
cians.

The conference focused primari-
ly on three major themes, Localiza-
tion Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms and
Industry Development, and Electri-
fication and the Future of Mobility.
The participants highlighted the major
issues being faced by the industry as
a whole and firms individually that

have kept the automobile sector from
developing into a major industry in
Pakistan, and in the global automo-
bile industry as well.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chan-
cellor Pakistan Institute of Devel-

Later, the PIDE team presented
the findings of their ongoing research
on the state of automobile industry
in Pakistan and the future outlook.
The Round Table Conference partic-
ipants lauded PIDES efforts to not

opment only research
Economics ' = the industry,
in his open- but to involve
ing address e - all relevant
to the confer- stakeholders
ence put - and initiat-

forth a perti-
nent question for the stakeholders to
ponder upon. He questioned why has
Pakistan’s automobile industry despite
existing for many decades not been
able to increase production numbers
and quality to target export markets?
Dr. Nadeem expressed his worry over
the lack of technological adoption by
Pakistan’s automobile industry which
is lagging decades behind the world.

ing a neces-

sary dialogue for course correction.
All participants wholeheartedly
expressed their views on the issues
and future way of action to Revital-
izing Pakistan’s automobile industry.
While many differing opinions were
shared, all members agreed that with-
out transfer of technology and skills,
the automobile industry cannot grow.
Academia-industry linkages must also

behind global standards

be strengthened for any indigenous
innovation in the automobile indus-
try that we wish to see. Academia must
also step forward to provide Research
& Development Support to the indus-
try, particularly by working on current
arcas of improvement but with a futur-
istic approach. The role of government
is also essential for the flourishment
of automobile industry in Pakistan.
It must focus on developing facilita-
tive policy environment and regula-
tions, which at the moment are rath-
er repressive.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
Economist at PIDE rounded off the
conference with a vote of thanks to all
the attendees for their participation
and feedback on this pressing matter.
He also expressed the desire to further-
ing such deliberations and collabora-
tion with industry experts and other
members of the academia as well.
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Pakistan’s Auto Industry Technologically
decades behind global standards: PIDE

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Institute of WO S

Y — »

Development Economics hosted a
roundtable discussion titled ‘Revitalizing
Pakistan's Automobile Industry: Moving
towards Consumer Welfare, Global
Integration & Sustainable Mobility’

The Round Table Conference held in
Karachi was attended by representatives
of Automobile Companies in Pakistan,
Automobile parts manufacturers and
academicians.

The conference focused primarily
on three major themes, Localization
Obsession and Supply Chain Constraints,
Policy, Reforms and Industry
Development, and Electrification and the
Future of Mobility.

The participants highlighted the major
issues being faced by the industry as a
whole and firms individually that have
kept the automobile sector from devel-
oping into a major industry in Pakistan,
and in the global automobile industry as
well, said in a statement issued here on
Wednesday.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics in his opening address to the
conference put forth a pertinent question
for the stakeholders to ponder upon. He
questioned why has Pakistan’s automo-
bile industry, despite existing for many
decades, not been able to increase pro-
duction numbers and quality to target
export markets?

Dr. Nadeem expressed his worry over
the lack of technological adoption by
Pakistan’s automobile industry which
is lagging decades behind the world.
Dr. Nadeem also criticized Pakistan's

continuous efforts focusing on local-
izing the entire automobile production
chain which have to date not provided
any benefit to the automobile industry,
and suggested that instead Pakistan
must focus on value addition through
technological advancements to become
part of the global value chain of the au-
tomobile industry.

Later, the PIDE team presented the
findings of their ongoing research on the
state of automobile industry in Pakistan
and the future outlook. The Round Table
Conference participants lauded PIDE’s
efforts to not only research the industry,
but to involve all relevant stakeholders
and initiate a necessary dialogue for
course correction.

All participants wholeheartedly ex-
pressed their views on the issues and
future way of action to Revitalizing
Pakistan’s automobile industry. While
many differing opinions were shared, all
members agreed that without transfer

of technology and skills, the automobile
industry cannot grow.

Academia-industry linkages must also
be strengthened for any indigenous in-
novation in the automobile industry that
we wish to see.

Academia must also step forward
to provide Research & Development
Support to the industry, particularly by
working on current areas of improve-
ment but with a futuristic approach. The
role of government is also essential for
the flourishing of the automobile industry
in Pakistan.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
Economist at PIDE rounded off the
conference with a vote of thanks to
all the attendees for their participa-
tion and feedback on this pressing
matter. He also expressed the desire
to further such deliberations and col-
laboration with industry experts and
other members of the academia as
well. — OUR CORRESPONDENT
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Pakistan Institute of
Development  Econom-
ics hosted a One Day
Conference titled ‘Re-
vitalizing  Pakistan’s
Automobile  Industry:
Moving towards Con-
sumer Welfare, Global
Integration & Sustaina-
ble Mobility’ here in La-
hore. Representatives of
Automobile Companies
in Pakistan, Automo-
bile parts manufactur-
ers, policymakers and
academicians  partici-
pated in the conference
sharing their experi-
ence  and  knowledge
regarding the issues
and the future outlook

Pakistan

OBSERVER

May 20, 2024

PIDE hosted conference on ‘revitalizing

of automobile industry
in Pakistan. The confer-
ence was well attended
by a large number of
students from the local
universities as well,
The discussion in the
conference was focused
on three sub-themes,
Localization Obsession
and Supply Chain Con-
straints, Policy, Reforms
and Industry Develop-
ment, and Electrifica-
tion and the Future of
Mobility. Extensive and
in-depth analysis and
views were shared on
all the themes by the
experts, while students
also actively participat-

ed in the discussion ses-
sions as well,
Dr.  Nadeem Ul

Haque, Vice Chancellor

Pakistan Institute of
Development  Econom-
ics (PIDE) in his opening
address to the confer-
ence expressed that the
primary agenda of this
conference is to explore
why Pakistan’s automo-
bile industry is not pro-
gressing and to discuss
strategies for its revital-
ization.

The aim of our insti-
tution is the economic
prosperity of Pakistan,
and this conference is a
step towards achieving
that by focusing on the
automobile sector. The
key issues to address
include the reasons be-
hind the lack of exports
from the automobile
industry, the delayed
introduction of hybrids

and EVs, and the future
of the industry in terms
of research and devel-
opment. Despite 50 to
70 years of protection,
the scctor has failed to
export, which is a sig-
nificant concern given
the country’s economic
crisis. He further add-
ed that the discussion
will focus on why the
industry has not kept
pace with global ad-
vancements, such as
driverless cars, hybrid
cars, etc., and why there
is a lack of local R&D.
The objective is to have
a constructive dialogue
to develop policies and
understand issues that
will drive the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s auto-
mobile industry.
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PIDE hosted conference on ‘Revitalizing Pakistan
Automobile Industry’

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics hosted a
day-long conference on "Revitalizing
Pakistan’s Automobile Industry: Moving
towards Consumer Welfare, Glob.ll
Integration & Sustainable Mobi

Representatives of Aummobxle
Campanies in Pakistan, Automobile parts
manufacturers, policymakers and acad-
emicians participated in the conference,
which was held in Lahore sharing their
experience and knowledge regarding the
issues and the future outlook of automo-
bile industry in Pakistan, said in an official
statement here on Sunday.

The conference was well attended by a
large number of students from the local
universities as well.

The discussion in the conference
was focused on three sub-themes,
Localization Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms and Industry
Development, and Electrification and the
Future of Mobility

Extensive and in-depth analysis and
views were shared on all the themes by
the experts, while students also actively
participated in the discussion

nomic prosperity of Pakistan, and this
conference is a step towards achiev-
ing that by focusing on the automobile
sector.

The key issues to address include the
reasons behind the lack of exports from
the aut bil dustry, the delayed in-

as well.
Dr Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor

troduction of hybrids and EVs, and the fu-
ture of the industry in terms of research

Pakistan Institute of Devel
Economics (PIDE) in his opemng ad-
dress to the conference expressed that
the primary agenda of this conference
is to explore why Pakistan’s automabile
industry is not progressing and to discuss
strategies for its revitalization.

The aim of our institution is the eco-

and devel

Despite SO to 70 years of protection,
the sector has falled to export, which is
a significant cancern given the country’s
economic crisis

The objective is to have a constructive
dialogue to develop policies and under-
stand issues that will drive the develop-

hil 4

ment of P; 's

Dr. Nadeem concluded his remarks by
reaffirming PIDE’s efforts towards always
taking new steps forward, aiming to con-
duct research and stimulate debate on
important topics as the goal is to foster
real, productive conversations that lead
to actionable outcomes for the sector’s
growth and integration into the global
market.

Later; the PIDE team presented the find-
ings of their ongoing research on the state
of automobile industry in Pakistan and
the future outiook

Asecond presentation focusing specifi-
cally an the potential of Electric Vehicles
in Pakistan, as well as the challenges in

its adoption were also presented by the
PIDE team at the conference.

The participants lauded the work done
by PIDE and also the organization’s ef-
forts to bring together all s:alu.-holders
for develop and pr fied
reform phn for the rmuhubon of the

" v in Pa}

The message from the conference was
dear that Pakistan needs a policy shift if it
wants to develop its automobile industry.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
Economist at PIDE in his closing re-
marks expressed gratitude to all the
attendees for their participation and
feedback on this pressing matter — OUR
CORRESPONDENT
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Pakistan’s Auto Industry Technologically
decades behlnd global standards PIDE

MT REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) hosted a
round table discussion titled
‘Revitalizing Pakistan’s
Automobile Industry:
Moving towards Consumer
Welfare, Clobal Integration
& Sustainable Mobility'. The
Round Table Conference
held in Karachi, attended by
representatives of
Automobile Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile parts
manufacturers and academi-
cians, said in a statement
issued here on
Wednesday.The conference
focused primarily on three
major themes, Localization
Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms
and Industry Development,
and Electrification and the
Future of Mobility. The par-
ticipants highlighted the
major issues being faced by
the industry as a whole and
firms individually that have
kept the automobile sector
from developing into a major
industry in Pakistan, and in
the global automobile indus-

try as well.Dr., Nadeem Ul
Haque, Vice Chancellor
Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics in
his opening address to the
conference put forth a pert-
nent question for the stake-
holders to ponder upon. He
questioned why has
Pakistan’s automobile
industry, despite existing for
many decades, not been able
to increase production num-
bers and quality to target
export markets? Dr. Nadeem
expressed his worry over the
lack of technological adop-
tion by Pakistan’s automo-
bile industry which is lag-

——

ging decades behind the
world. Dr, Nadeem also crit-
icized Pakistan’s continuous
efforts focusing on localiz-
ing the entire automobile
production chain which
have to date not provided
any benefit to the automo-
bile industry, and suggested
that instead Pakistan must
focus on value addition
through technological
advancements to become
part of the global value
chain of the automobile
industry.

Later, the PIDE team pre-
sented the findings of their
ongoing research on the

state of automobile indus-
try in Pakistan and the
future outlook. The Round
Table Conference partici-
pants lauded PIDE's efforts
to not only research the
industry, but to involve all
relevant stakeholders and
initiate a necessary dia-
logue for course correc-
tion.All participants whole-
heartedly expressed their
views on the issues and
future way of action to
Revitalizing Pakistan’s
automobile industry, While
many differing opinions
were shared, all members
agreed that without trans-
fer of technology and skills,
the automobile industry
cannot grow. Academia-
industry linkages must also
be strengthened for any
indigenous innovation in
the automobile industry
that we wish to
see.Academia must also
step forward to provide
Research & Development
Support to the industry,
particularly by working on
current areas of improve-
ment but with a futuristic
approach,
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Pakistan’s Auto Industry Technologically decades
behind global standards: PIDE

B OUR CORRESPONDENT
PESHAWAR

Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics hosted a roundtable dis-
cussion titled ‘Revitalizing Pakistan’s
Automobile Industry: Moving towards
Consumer Welfare, Global Integration
& Sustainable Mobility’

The Round Table Conference held
in Karachi was attended by repre-
sentatives of Automobile Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile parts manufactur-
ers and academicians.

The conference focused primarily
on three major themes, Localization
Obsession and Supply Chain Constraints,
Policy, Reforms and Industry

Development, and Electrification and
the Future of Mobility.

The participants highlighted the major
issues being faced by the industry as a
whole and firms individually that have
kept the automobile sector from devel:
oping into a major industry in Pakistan,
and in the global automobile industry
as well, said in a statement issued here
on Wednesday.

De Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics in his opening address to
the conference put forth a pertinent
question for the stakeholders to ponder
upon. He questioned why has Pakistan's
automobile Industry, despite existing for

many decades, not been able t increase
production numbers and quality to tar-
get export markets?

Dr: Nadeem expressed his worry over
the lack of technological adoption by
Pakistan’s automobile industry which
is lagging decades behind the world.
Dr. Nadeem also criticized Pakistan's
continuous efforts focusing on local-
izing the entire automobile production
chain which have to date not provided
any benefit to the automobile industry,
and suggested that instead Pakistan
must focus on value addition through
technological advancements to become
part of the global value chain of the au-
tomobile industry.

Later, the PIDE team presented the
findings of their ongoing research on the
state of automobile industry in Pakistan
and the future outlook The Round Table
Conference participants lkauded PIDE's
efforts to not only research the industry,
but to involve all relevant stakeholders
and initiate a necessary dialogue for
course correction.

All participants wholeheartedly ex-
pressed their views on the issues and
future way of action to Revitalizing
Pakistan’s automobile industry. While
many differing opinions were shared, all
members agreed that without transfer
of technology and skills, the automobile
Industry cannot grow.
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Automabile industry fails to improve exports
LI sub-themes, Localization Obsession  towards achieving that by focusing on the  tssues that wil drive the development of - ticfpants lauded the work done by PIDE  not be expected to grow into a major
Wi and Supply Chain Constraints, Policy, automoblesector, Pakistan's utomobile industry and alsothe organzation's eforts tobring ~ lobal Industry, which must b the goul

Pakistan Institute of Development Reforms and Industry Development,  The key issues to address include  Dr. Nadeem concluded his remarks by - together all stakeholders for developing  for Pakistan. For innovation, the role of
Economics hasted a One Day Conference  and Electrification and the Future of  the reasons behind the lack of exports ~ reafinming PIDE's efforts towards always - and promoting a unified reform plan for - universities was cited as utmost impor-
tithed Revitalizing Pakistan's Automobile  Mobility. Extensive and in-depth analy- - from the automobile industry, the de-  taking new steps forward, aiming to con- - the revitalization of automobile industry - tant as major Research & Development
Industry: Moving towards Consumer sis and views were shared on all the layed introduction of hybrids and EV, duct research and stimulate debate on ~ n Pakistan support to the industry must stem from
Welfare, Global Integration & Sustainable - themes by the experts, while students and the future of the industry in terms  important toplcs as the goal i to foster  The message from the conference was  higher educational institutes. Academia-
Mobility’ here In Lahore. Representatives  also actively participated in the discus:  of research and development. Despite ~ real, productive conversations that lead - clear that Pakistan needs a policy shift if - industry collaborations are essential for
of Automobile Companies In Pakistan, - sion sessions as well 50 to 70 years of protection, the sector o actionable outcomes for the sector’s - it wants to develop its automobile indus«  futuristic innovations to resolve the chal
Automobile parts manuacturers, policy-  Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor - has fafled to export, which a significant - growth and integration into the global - try. The focus must shift from absolute  lenges faced by the industry,

makers and academicians participated in  Palastan Institute of Development concern is given the country's economic - market Later,the PIDE team presented - Jocalization of the industry to instead  Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
the conference sharing their experience Economics (PIDE) in his opening ad-  crisis the findings of their ongoing research focusing on becoming part of the global - Economist at PIDE in his dosing remarks
and knowledge reganding the issues and  dress to the conference expressed that  He Rurther added that the discussion - on the state of automobile Industry In - value chain For this purpose, tis Impor- - expressed gratitude to all the attendees
the future outlook of automobile Industry  the primary agenda of this conference - will focus on why the Industry has not - Pakistan and the future outlook. tant that local firms engage with foreign ~for their participation and feedback on
in Pakistan. i to explore why Pakistan's automobile kept pace with global advancements, A socond presentation focusing specifi- - companios for not just capital investment  this pressing matter, He also expressed
The conference was well attended by a - industry is not progressing and to discuss  such as driverless cars, hybrid cars; ete,  cally on the potential of Electric Vehicles ~ but more importantly for technology and  the desire to furthering such defiberations
large number of students from the Jocal - strategles for it revitalization. Theaimof - and whythere is alack of local R&D. The  in Pakistan, as well as the challenges in - skill transfer and collaboration with industry experts
universities as well. The discussion in  our insttution is the economic prosperity - objective Is to have a constructive dia-  its adoption were also presented by the ~ Without being competitive and In- and other members of the academia as
the conference was focused on three  of Pakistan, and this conference Is a step  logue to develop policies and understand  PIDE team at the conference. The par-  novative, the automobile Industry can- - well
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Pakistan’s auto industry
behind global standards

KARACHI: Pakistan Institute of Development Economics hosted a round table discussion titled ‘Revitalizing Pakistan’s
Automobile Industry: Moving towards Consumer Welfare, Global Integration & Sustainable Mobility’ here in Karachi.
The Round Table Conference was attended by representatives of Automobile Companies in Pakistan, Auto-
mobile parts manufacturers and academicians. The conference focused primarily on three major themes,
Localization Obsession and Supply Chain Constraints, Policy, Reforms and Industry Development, and Electri-
fication and the Future of Mobility. The participants highlighted the major issues being faced by the industry
as a whole and firms individually that have kept the automobile sector from developing into a major industry
in Pakistan, and in the global automobile industry as well. Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor Pakistan In-
stitute of Development Economics in his opening address to the conference put forth a pertinent question for
the stakeholders to ponder upon. He questioned why has Pakistan’s automobile industry despite existing for
many decades not been able to increase production numbers and quality to target export markets? Dr. Nadeem
expressed his worry over the lack of technological adoption by Pakistan’s automobile industry which is lagging
decades behind the world. Dr. Nadeem also criticized Pakistan’s continuous efforts focusing on localizing the
entire automobile production chain which have to date not provided any benefit to the automobile industry, and
suggested that instead Pakistan must focus on value addition through technological advancements to become
part of the global value chain of the automobile industry. Later, the PIDE team presented the findings of their
ongoing research on the state of automobile industry in Pakistan and the future outlook. The Round Table
Conference participants lauded PIDE’s efforts to not only research the industry, but to involve all relevant
stakeholders and initiating a necessary dialogue for course correction. All participants wholeheartedly
expressed their views on the issues and future way of action to Revitalizing Pakistan’s automobile indus-
try. While many differing opinions were shared, all members agreed that without transfer of technology
and skills, the automobile industry cannot grow. Academia-industry linkages must also be strengthened
for any indigenous innovation in the automobile industry that we wish to see. Academia must also step
forward to provide Research & Development Support to the industry, particularly by working on current
areas of improvement but with a futuristic approach. The role of government is also essential for the
flourishment of automobile industry in Pakistan. It must focus on developing facilitative policy environ-
ment and regulations, which at the moment are rather repressive. There was a unanimous agreement that
the transition to EV is bound to happen, globally as well as in Pakistan, and we must decide if Pakistan
wishes keep the pace with the rest of the world or stay far behind. In case of the former, it is important
to foster competition in the automobile industry to provide consumers a fair chance of choosing a quality
vehicle of their choice, and also look towards integrating into the global value chain.—DNA
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Automobile industry
fails to improve exports

Asip Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics hosted a One Day
Conference titled ‘Revitalizing Paki-
stan’s Automobile Industry: Moving
towards Consumer Welfare, Global
Integration & Sustainable Mobility
here in Lahore. Representatives of
Automobile Companies in Pakistan,
Automobile parts manufacturers, pol-
icymakers and academicians partici-
pated in the conference sharing their
experience and knowledge regarding
the issues and the future outlook of
automobile industry in Pakistan. The
conference was well attended by a
large number of students from the
local universities as well.

The discussion in the conference
was focused on three sub-themes,
Localization Obsession and Supply
Chain Constraints, Policy, Reforms
and Industry Development, and Elec-
trification and the Future of Mobility.

Extensive and indepth analysis and
views were shared on all the themes
by the experts, while students also
actively participated in the discus-
sion sessions as well. Dr. Nadeem
Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor Pakistan
Institute of Development Econom-
ics (PIDE) in his opening address to
the conference expressed that the
primary agenda of this conference
is to explore why Pakistan's automo-
bile industry is not progressing and
to discuss strategies for its revitali-
zation. The aim of our institution is
the economic prosperity of Pakistan,
and this conference is a step towards
achieving that by focusing on the au-
tomobile sector. The key issues to ad-
dress include the reasons behind the
lack of exports from the automobile
industry, the delayed introduction of
hybrids and EVs, and the future of
the industry in terms of research and
development. Despite 50 to 70 years
of protection, the sector has failed to
export, which is a significant concern

given the country’s economic crisis.
He further added that the discussion
will focus on why the industry has not
kept pace with global advancements,
such as driverless cars, hybrid cars,
etc., and why there is a lack of local
R&D. The objective is to have a con-
structive dialogue to develop policies
and understand issues that will drive
the development of Pakistan’s auto-
mobile industry. Dr. Nadeem con-
cluded his remarks by reaffirming
PIDE's efforts towards always taking
new steps forward, aiming to con-
duct research and stimulate debate
on important topics as the goal is to
foster real, productive conversations
that lead to actionable outcomes for
the sector's growth and integration
into the global market. Later, the
PIDE team presented the findings of
their ongoing research on the state
of automobile industry in Pakistan
and the future outlook. A second
presentation focusing specifically on
the potential of Electric Vehicles in

Pakistan, as well as the challenges
in its adoption were also presented
by the PIDE team at the conference.
The participants lauded the work
done by PIDE and also the organi-
zation's efforts to bring together all
stakeholders for developing and pro-
moting a unified reform plan for the
revitalization of automobile industry
in Pakistan. The message from the
conference was clear that Pakistan
needs a policy shift if it wants to de-
velop its automobile industry. The
focus must shift from absolute local-
ization of the industry to instead fo-
cusing on becoming part of the glob-
al value chain. For this purpose, it
is important that local firms engage
with foreign companies for not just
capital investment but more impor-
tantly for technology and skill trans-
fer. Without being competitive and
innovative, the automobile industry
cannot be expected to grow into a
major global industry, which must
be the goal for Pakistan.
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PIDE organized one-day conference

EP. Repor

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics host-
ed a day-long conference on ‘Re-
vitalizing Pakistan’s Automobile
Industry: Moving towards Cons-
umer Welfare, G }
& Sustainable Mobility.

Representatives of Automobile
Companics in  Pakistan,
Automobile parts manufacturers,
policymakers and academicians
participated in the conference,
which was held in Lahore sharing
their expericnce and knowledge
regarding the issues and the
future outlook of automobile
industry in Pakistan, said in an
official statement here on Sunday.

The conference was well
attended by a large number of
students from the universi-
ties as well.

The discussion in the confer-
ence was focused on three sub-

and Supply Chain Constraints,
Policy, Reforms and Industry

and Electrification
and the Future of Mobility.

Extensive and in-depth analy-
sis and views were shared on all
the themes by the experts, while
students also actively participated
in the discussion sessions as well.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Hague, Vice
Chancellor Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
in his opening address to the con-
ference ex that the pri-
mary chonfamis
oec why Pakistan's auto-
mobile industry is not progress-
ing and to discuss strategics for
its revitalization.

The aim of our institution is the
economic ity of Pakistan,
and this conference is a step
towards achicving that by focus-
ing on the automobile sector.

The key issues to address

include the reasons behind the |
lack of exports from the automo-
bile industry, the delayed intro-
duction of hybrids and EVs, and
the future of the industry in terms 3115
of rescarch and development.

Despite 50 to 70 ycars of pro-
tection, the sector has failed to
export, which is a significant con-
cemn given the country s econom-
ic crisis.

The objective is to have a con-
structive dialogue to develop
policics and understand issues U
that will drive the development of  global market.
Pakistan's automobile industry.

Dr. Nadeem concluded his
remarks by reaffirming PIDE’s
cfforts towards always taking
new steps forward, aiming to
conduct rescarch and stimulate

JEVEID e oM

The

Later, the PIDE team present- work done by
ed the findings of their ongoing organization's cfforts to bring
rescarch on the state of automo- together all stakeholders for

partici lauded the
2 and also the

bile industry in Pakistan and the developing and ing & uni-
future outlook. fied reform plan for the revital-
A sccond presentation focus-  ization of the automobile industry
debate on important topics as the ::Flpeciﬁcallymlltmalial in Pakistan. The message from
goal is to foster real, productive of Electric Vehicles in Pakistan, the conference was clear that
conversations that lead to action- as well as the challenges in its Pakistan nceds a policy shift if it
able outcomes for the sector’s adoption were also presented by wants to develop its automobile
growth and integration into the the PIDE tcam at the conference.  industry.
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PIDE hosted conference on
‘Revitalizing Pakistan

Autom_ob

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics hosted a day-
long conference on
‘Revitalizing Pakistan's
Automobile Industry:
Moving towards
Consumer Welfare,
Clobal Integration &
Sustainable Mobility’.

Representatives  of
Automobile Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile

rts manufacturers, pol-
icymakers and academi-
cians participated in the
conference, which was
held in Lahore sharin
their experience an
knowledge regarding the
issues and the future out-
look of automobile indus-

in Pakistan, said in an
official statement here
the other day.

The conference was
well attended by a large
number of students from
the local universities as
well., The discussion in
the conference was
focused on three sub-
themes, Localization

_FRONTIER NEWS

Obsession and Supply
Chain Constraints
Policy, and

Reforms
Industry Development

and Electrification an
the Future of Mobility.
Extensive and in-
depth analysis and views
were shared on all the
themes by the experts,
while students also
actively participated in
the discussion sessions as
well.Dr. Nadeem Ul
Haque, Vice Chancellor
Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE) in his opening
address to the conference
expressed that the prima-
ry agenda of this confer-
ence is to explore why
Pakistan's automobile
industry is not progress-
ing and to discuss strate-
gies for its revitalization.
_ The aim of our institu-
tion is the economic pros-
perity of Pakistan, and
this conference is a step
towards achieving that by
focusing on the automo-
bile sector, The key issues
to address include the rea-
sons behind the lack of

ile quustry'

exports from the automo-
bile industry, the delayed
introduction of hybrids
and EVs, and the future of
the industry in terms of
research and develop-
ment,Despite so to go
years of protection, the
sector has failed to
export, which is a signifi-
cant concern given the
country's economic crisis.

The objective is to
have a constructive dia-
logue to develop policies
and understand issues
that will drive the devel-
opment of Pakistan's
automobile industry.

Dr. Nadeem concluded
his remarks by reaffirm-
ing PIDE’s efforts towards
always taking new steps
forward, aiming to con-
duct research and stimu-
late debate on important
topics as the goal is to fos-
ter real, productive con-
versations that lead to
actionable outcomes for
the sector’'s growth and
integration into the glob-
al market,

Later, the PIDE team
presented the findings of
their ongoing research on
the state of automobile
industry in Pakistan and
the future outlook.

A second presentation
focusing specifically on
the potential of Electric
Vehicles in Pakistan, as
well as the challenges in
its adoption were also pre-
sented by the PIDE team
at the conference,
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PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Institute of
Development
Economics (PIDE)
hosted a round table
discussion titled
‘Revitalizing
Pakistan’s Automobile

Industry: Moving
towards Consumer
Welfare, Clobal
Integration &

Sustainable
Mobility’. The Round
Table Conference held
in Karachi, attended
by representatives of
Automobile
Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile
parts manufacturers
and academicians,
said in a statement
issued here on
Wednesday.The con-
ference focused pri-
marily on three major
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Pakistan’s Auto Industry
Technologically decades
behind global standards: PIDE

themes, Localization
Obsession and Supply
Chain Constraints,
Policy, Reforms and
I ndns st rxy
Development, and
Electrification and the
Future of Mobility.
The participants high-
lighted the major
issues being faced by
the industry as a
whole and firms indi-
vidually that have kept
the automobile sector
from developing into a
major industry in
Pakistan, and in the

global automobile
industry as well.Dr,
Nadeem Ul Haque,
Vice Chancellor

Pakistan Institute of
Development
Economics in his
opening address to the
conference put forth a
pertinent question for
the stakeholders to
ponder upon. He ques-
tioned why has
Pakistan’s automobile
industry, despite
existing for many
decades, not been able
to increase production

numbers and quality
10 target export mar-
kets? Dr, Nadeem
expressed his worry
over the lack of tech-
nological adoption by
Pakistan’s automobile
industry which is lag-
ging decades behind
the world. Dr. Nadeem
also criticized
Pakistan’s continuous
efforts focusing on
localizing the entire
automobile produc-
tion chain which have
to date not provided
any benefit to the
automobile industry,
and suggested that
instead Pakistan must
focus on value addi-
tion through techno-
logical advancements
to become part of the
global value chain of
the automobile indus-

ry.



DAILY TIMES -

The Voice of the Time

May 20, 2024

C Map

—Aﬂﬂm

PIDE hosted conference on ‘Rev1tahzmg
Pakistan Automobile lndustry

TIMES REPORT

PESHAWAR: Pakistan '
of

Institute
Development
Economics hosted a
day-long conference
on ‘Revitalizing
Pakistan's
Automobile Industry:
Moving towards
Consumer Welfare,

Clobal Integration &

Sustainable
Mobility’.Representat
ives of Automobile
Companies in
Pakistan, Automobile
parts manufacturers,
policymakers and aca-
demicians participat-
ed in the conference,
which was held in
Lahore sharing their
experience and
knowledge regarding
the issues and the
future outlook of
automobile industry
in Pakistan, said in an
official statement
here on Sunday.The
conference was well
attended by a large
number of students
from the local univer-
sities as well, The dis-
cussion in the confer-
ence was focused on

for Jevele #

three sub-themes,
Localization
Obsession and Supply
Chain Constraints,
Policy, Reforms and
I ndustry
Development, and
Electrification and
the Future of
Mobility Extensive
and in-depth analysis
and views were
shared on all the
themes by the
experts, while stu-
dents also actively
participated in the
discussion sessions as
well.Dr. Nadeem Ul
Haque, Vice
Chancellor Pakistan
Institute of
Development
Economics (PIDE) in
his opening address to

the conference
expressed that the
primary agenda of
this conference is to
explore why
Pakistan's automobile
industry is not pro-
gressing and to dis-
cuss strategies for its
revitalization,The
aim of our institution
is the economic pros-
perity of Pakistan,
and this conference is
a step towards achiey-
ing that by focusing
on the automobile
sector. The key issues
to address include the
reasons behind the
lack of exports from
the automobile indus-
try, the delayed intro-
duction of hybrids and
EVs, and the future of

the industry in terms
of research and devel-
opment,Despite 50 to

- 70 years of protection,

the sector has failed to
export, which is a sig-
nificant concern given
the country’s econom-
ic crisis.The objective
is to have a construc-
tive dialogue to devel-
op policies and under-
stand issues that will
drive the development
of Pakistan's automo-
bile industry.Dr,
Nadeem concluded his
remarks by reaffirm-
ing PIDE's efforts
towards always taking
new steps forward,
aiming to conduct
research and stimu-
late debate on impor-
tant topics as the goal
is to foster real, pro-
ductive conversations
that lead to actionable
outcomes for the sec-
tor's growth and inte-
gration into the global
market, Later, the
PIDE team presented
the findings of their
ongoing research on
the state of automo-

bile industry in
Pakistan and the
future outlook.
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PIDE hosted conference on ‘Revitalizing
Pakistan Automobile Industry’

The Muslim Report

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Institute of  Development
Economics hosted a day-long
conference on ‘Revitalizing
Pakistan’s Automobile Industry:
Moving towards Consumer
Welfare, Global Integration &
Sustainable Mobility".

Representatives of Automobile
Companies in Pakistan,
Automobile parts manufacturers,
policymakers and academicians
participated in the conference,
which was held in Lahore sharing
their experience and knowledge
regarding the issues and the future
outlook of automobile industry in
Pakistan, said in an official state-
ment here on Sunday.

The conference was well at-
tended by a large number of stu-
dents from the local universities
as well. The discussion in the
conference was focused on three
sub-themes, Localization
Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms and
Industry  Development, and
Electrification and the Future of
Mobility.

Extensive and in-depth analy-
sis and views were shared on all
the themes by the experts, while
students also actively participated

in the discussion sessions as well.

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice
Chancellor Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
in his opening address to the con-
ference expressed that the primary
agenda of this conference is 1o ex-
plore why Pakistan's automobile
industry is not progressing and to
discuss strategies for its revital-
ization.

The aim of our institution is
the economic prosperity of
Pakistan, and this conference is a
step towards achieving that by fo-
cusing on the automobile sector.

The key issues to address in-
clude the reasons behind the lack
of exports from the automobile in-
dustry, the delayed introduction of
hybrids and EVs, and the future of
the industry in terms of research
and development.

Despite 50 to 70 years of pro-
tection, the sector has failed to ex-
port, which is a significant con-
cern given the country’s economic
crisis.

The objective is to have a con-
structive dialogue to develop poli-
cies and understand issues that
will drive the development of
Pakistan's automobile industry.

Dr. Nadeem concluded his re-
marks by reaffirming PIDE’s ef-
forts towards always taking new

steps forward, aiming to conduct
research and stimulate debate on
important topics as the goal is to
foster real, productive conversa-
tions that lead to actionable out-
comes for the sector's growth and
integration into the global market.

Later, the PIDE team presented
the findings of their ongoing re-
search on the state of automobile
industry in Pakistan and the future
outlook.

A second presentation focusing
specifically on the potential of
Electric Vehicles in Pakistan, as
well as the challenges in its adop-
tion were also presented by the
PIDE team at the conference.

The participants lauded the
work done by PIDE and also the
organization’s efforts to bring to-
gether all stakeholders for devel-
oping and promoting a unified re-
form plan for the revitalization of
the automobile industry in
Pakistan.

The message from the confer-
ence was clear that Pakistan needs
a policy shift if it wants to devel-
op its automobile industry.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior
Research Economist at PIDE in
his closing remarks expressed
gratitude to all the attendees for
their participation and feedback
on this pressing matter.
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automobile industry s ‘1 ‘failure

Speakers raise questions over local
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PIDE organizes conference on auto-
mmdemt

Staff Reporter Islamabad:The Pakistan Institute of

Development Economics hosted a one-
day conferemce titled ‘Revitalizing Pakistan’s Automobile
Industry: Moving towards Consumer Welfare, Global

Integration, and Sustainable Mobility of
automobilke in Pakistan, parts many
and academicians

localization obsession and supply chain policy,
reforms, and industry ; and electrification and
the future of mobility. and in-depth analysis and
views were shared on all the themes by the experts, while stu
dents also in the discussion sessions as
well Dr. Nadeem Ul , Vice Chancellor, Pakistan
Institute of Deve Economics (PIDE), said, “The

agenda of this conference is to explore why
Pakistan’s automobile industry is not and to dis-
cuss strategies for its revitalization. aim of our institu-
uhummdmuuw
ence i a step towards that by on the auto-

focus on why the industry has not kept pace with global advance-
ments, such as driverless cars and hybrid cars, and why there is
a lack of local R&D."He said, “The objective is to have a construc-
tive dialogue 1o develop policies and understand issues that will
drive the development of Pakistan's automobile indus-
try."Dr. Nadeem concluded his remarks by reaffirmi
PIDE’s efforts towards taking new steps

aiming to conduct and stimulate debate on
important topics, as the goal was to foster real,
conversations that lead to actionable outcomes for the sec-

challenges
&omdbytkﬂblmudnmwi
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PIDE hosted conference on ‘Revitalizing Pakistan
Automobile Industry’

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics hosted a
day-long conference on ‘Revitalizing
Pakistan's Automobile Industry: Moving
towards Consumer Welfare, Global
Integration & Sustainable Mobility”

Representatives of Automobile
Companies in Pakistan, Automobile parts
manufacturers, policymakers and acad-
emicians participated in the conference,
which was held in Lahore sharing their
experience and knowledge regarding the
issues and the future outlook of automo-
bile industry in Pakistan, said in an official
statement here on Sunday.

The conference was well attended by a
large number of students from the local
universities as well

The discussion in the conference
was focused on three sub-themes,
Localization Obsession and Supply Chain
Constraints, Policy, Reforms and Industry
Development, and Electrification and the
Future of Mobility

Extensive and in-depth analysis and
views were shared on all the themes by
the experts, while students also actively
participated in the discussion sessions
as well

Dr. Nadeem Ul Haque, Vice Chancellor
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) in his opening ad-
dress to the conference expressed that
the primary agenda of this conference
is to explore why Pakistan's automabile
industry is not progressing and to discuss
strategies for its revitalization.

The aim of our institution Is the eco-

g P- '(irstan’ls,_
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nomic prosperity of Pakistan, and this
conference is a step towards achiev-
ing that by focusing on the automabile
sector.

The key Issues to address include the
reasons behind the lack of exports from
the automobile industry, the delayed in-
troduction of hybrids and EVs, and the fu-
ture of the industry in terms of research
and development.

Despite 50 to 70 years of protection,
the sector has falled to export, which is
a significant concern given the country’s
economic crisis

The objective Is to have a constructive
dialogue to develop policies and under-
stand issues that will drive the develop-

ment of Pakistan’s automobile industry.

Dr. Nadeem concluded his remarks by
reaffirming PIDE’s efforts towards always
taking new steps forward, aiming to con-
duct research and stimulate debate on
important topics as the goal s to foster
real, productive conversations that lead
to actionable outcomes for the sector’s
growth and integration into the global
market.

Later, the PIDE team presented the find-
ings of their ongoing research on the state
of automobile industry in Pakistan and
the future outiook.

A second presentation focusing specifi-
cally on the potential of Electric Vehicles
in Pakistan, as well as the challenges in
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Its adoption were also presented by the
PIDE team at the conference.

The participants lauded the work done
by PIDE and also the organization’s ef-
forts to bring together all stakeholders
for developing and promoting a unified
reform plan for the revitalization of the
automobile industry in Pakistan,

The message from the conference was
dlear that Pakistan needs a policy shift if it
wants to develop its automobile industry.

Dr. Usman Qadir, Senior Research
Economist at PIDE in his closing re-
marks expressed gratitude to all the
attendees for their participation and
feedback an this pressing matter — OUR
CORRESPONDENT




