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‘Half of beneficiaries lifted
out of poverty under NPGP’

Islamabad

Pakistan Institute of Devel-
openent Economics (PIDE)
Registrar Prof Nasir Ilqbal
has sald that National
Poverty Graduation Pro-
gramme (NPGP) increased
income, consumption and
mm-m«wso

beneficiary
hmbddsdbdallyao.—
ing the poverty score
threshold and ‘graduating”
from poverty, while nearly
85 percest showed im-
provements in welfare ind)-

programme
organised here by PIDE
nndrr its Research for So-
Transformation and

. aAm anrn

Advancement  (RASTA)
project. The event was
moderated by Dr Faheem
Jehangir, Dean (Policy) at
PIDE.

The seminar focused on
evaluating the medium-

asset transfer programeme
designed to lift ultra-poor
households out of poverty
through assets, skills and
institutional integration.
He underscored the pro-
gramme’s role in systemic

integration, enabling bene-
ficiaries to obtain CNICs,
access formal healthcare
and develop a stronger
sense of citizenship and
connection 10 the state,
However, he cautioned that
the programme’s long-term
Mh«sﬂmnl

\wny(ocum
shocks, as seen during the
2022 Noods, left many
households falling back

into poverty duoe to the ab
sence of protective mecha
nisms such as asset insur.
ance or  emergency
shelters.

He also pointed to po-
tential negative trade-offs,
including instances where
children were withdrawn
from school to support
family micro-enterprises,
undermining long-term
human capital develop-
ment.

Furthermore, scalability
remains a challenge, as the
intensive programime
model reaches only a small
fraction of Pakistan’s poor.
Outcomes also varied geo
graphically, performing bet-
ter in Punjab where infras
tructure and market access
are stronger compared to
“Mrmhshs&bo

To address these chal

scalability and resilience.

Recommendations in-
cluded the creation of Vil-
lage Economic Zonws by re-
purposing public spaces
(such as schools after

street vending, packaging
and logistics, and shifting
the state’s role from direct
asset provision 1o creating
an ecosystem that facili-
tates access to finance,
markets and private sector
linkages.

He added the repornt was
shared with the Islamic De-
velopment Bank, World
Bank and GIZ, where it re-
ceived significant apprecia.
tion and recognition.

Saeed Uddin, Project D
rector of NPGP, noted that
the positive findings were
instrumental in

tional districts
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PIDE Study Shows Half of Beneficiaries

Programme

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Institute
o Feonomics (PIDE),
under ip RASTA (Research for
Socmal Transformation and Ady

ment) project, organized a seminar
an Graduation Programme: A State-
led Asset Transfer Programume” The
rvertwas moderated by Dr. Fabeem
Jehaugir, Dean (Policy) at PIDE and
Pragect Director of RASTA, with the
kanate hmddmwdbvlk
Nasir Registrar and Associate
P«.‘aunl’lbkuﬂm
by M. Saced Uddin, Project Disvctor

of e National Poverty Graduation |

Pr (NPGP).

The seminar focused on cvalu-
atng the medium-term impacts of
the NPGP, Pakistan's largest state-led
asct transfer programme designed
to l‘nhn-pomhax-hnlhmno‘

themsalts of a rigorous four-year study

using Regression Discontinuity Design
(RDD), Dr. Nasir Ighal highlighted
that the programme has had signifi-
cant positive impacts on beneficarnics’
economic well-being. Results showed
increased income, consumption, and
welfare scores, with over 50% of bene-

the poverty score threshold (23) and
“graduating” from poverty, while neasly
85% showed improvements in welfare  initiati
indicators.

To address these challenges, Dr.
for scalability and resslience. Recom-
mendations inchuded the creation of

Lifted Out of Poverty Under Graduation

dimﬂ)ugmuamﬁnhﬂuxllnr-
stock to inchide enterpeises fike strect

vending, packaging, and logistics, and

B shifting the state’s role from direct amet

provision to creating an ecosystem that
facilitates access to finance, markets,
and private sector linkages.
Descussant Me Saced Uddin empha-
-ndlbr;t:dxﬂnhrd’l’ll)&nﬂ



