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PIDE and PBS lead high-impact dialogue on the future of data-driven policy in Pakistan

B NEWS DESK
HAMARAD
The Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
hosted a specialised seminar t-
thed “PIDE & PBS Deliberations
on Data for Policy Research”
bringing together researchers,
faculty members, practition-
ers, policymakers, and students
to explore the significance of
credible national data in shaping
Pakistan's development agenda

Dr. Nacem Uz Zafar, Chief
Statistician of the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS), was
the learned speaker who |s a
leading authority in national
statistical systems, census op-
crations, and data governance
in Pakistan.

The seminar was moderated
by Dr Faheem |changic, Dean
(Policy), who emphasised the
need to enhance collaboration

between data producers and
data users.

The session provided an in-
valuable opportunity to engage
directly with the Chief PBS, the
custodian of the national data
powerhouse, and to under
stand better the methodologies,
strengths, limitations, and policy
Implications of major statistical
exercises.

Dr. Naeem highlighted sig-
nificant gaps in Pakistan's data
ecosystem, pointing out that
although social indicators are
prioritised, the actual economy,
including vilue chains, produc
tivity, and industrial clusters, re-
mains insufficiently rescarched.

He stressed the importance of
adopting international dassifi-
cation standards and geotag-
ging frameworks to enhance
structural analysis. Referring
to the Economic Census, he ob-

served that the new geotagged
economic framework enables
better mapping of economic
activity and service delivery
ACTUSS regions.

A significant part of his ad
dress concentrated on agricul
ture, where systematic data

collection on crops, livestock,
and machinery now better
aligns with rural dectsson-mak:
ing cycles.

He highlighted ongoing pro
ductivity gaps, including imited
adoption of certified seeds, un-
equal access to machinery, and

the dominance of small subsist-
ence farms. He emphasized how
understanding demand-supply
gaps and economies of scale
can lead to more effective policy
interventions.

Discussing governance and
public service delivery, Dr.

Naeem (lustrated how combin-
ing census data with geotagged
information on schools, health
facilities, and public infrastruc-
ture can help identify mis-
matches between supply and
community needs.

He underscored the impor-
tance of digitized monitoring
systems and improved evalua
tion frameworks for better pub-
lic spending.

During the Question-and-
Answer session, De Nacem
encouraged young research-
ers to adopt modern analytical
tools such as R, Python, and
geospatial software to deepen
Pakistan's analytical capacity.

He appreciated PIDE's efforts
to bridge the gap between data
producers and data users, call-
Ing such collaborations essential
for strengthening Pakistan's
policy ecosystem.

Dr. Nadeem Javald, Vice
Chancellor of PIDE, delivered
the dosing remarks, highlight-
ing that official statistics are es-
sential for effective public policy.

He noted that without reli-
able data, discussions become
abstract, planning turns into
guesswork, and reforms have
difficulty implementing,

While praising the collabora-
tion between PIDE and PBS,
he recognised the significant
potential to foster evidence-
based decision-making guide
resource distribution, and sup-
port research that can genuinely
shape development priorities.

The session closed with a
shared commitment from PIDE
and PBS to enhance cooperation
and advance data-driven policy
research to support Pakistan's
transition toward an evidence-
based governance framework.
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