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‘Only 47pc of Pakistanis
have access to potable water’

Isiamabad

mains only around 40 percent
due to seepage and outdated
She added that over

systems.
Director General (Water 1.3 million tubewells are op-
Quality), Pakistan Council of erating in Punjab alone, with
Research in Water Resources  groundwater extraction now

(PCRWR) Dr Hifza Rasheed
while presenting comprehen-
sive national overview Pak-
istan's percapita freshwater
availability has revealed that
it plummeted from 5,260 m’ in
1651 to below 1,000 m¥ in
2024, officially placing the
country in the *waterscarce™
category.

averaging 50 million acre-feet
annually, causing severe de
pletion - depths reached 600
to 1,200 feet in parts of
Baluchistan and Islamabad.
She said that PCRWR moni-
toring shows that only 47 per-
cent of Pakistan’s population
currently has access to safe
drinking water, a modest rise

Dr Hifza was speaking ata  from 39 percent in 2022, but
seminar on *The thirst for still far from the SDG 6.1 goal
safety: water quality and pub- of universal access by 2060,
lic health in Pakistan® organ-  She warned that unsafe
ised by Pakistan Institute of water causes to an estimated
Development  Economics 53,000 child deaths every year
(PIDE) here at Quaidi-Azam and contributes to Pakistan's
University Canpus. high rates of stunting - nearly

Dr Hifza said that agricul- 44 percent of children nation-
ture consumes about €3 per- wide. Industrial waste, pesti-
cent of available freshwater, cides, and untreated sewage
yet imigation efficiency re- are polluting surface and

groundwater, with arsenic
levels  dangerously  high
across southem Punjab and
Sindh. Water quality in the
Eastem Rivers (Ravi and Sut.
lej) sharply deteriorated due
to transboundary pollution
and unchecked industrial dis-
charges. Only 38 percent of
domestic wastewater in Pak-
istan is effectively treated and
the country ranks among the
top 10 nations globally with
the largest population lacking
acouss to safe water

Dr Hifza also highlighted
Pakistan’s vulnerability to ch-
mate change noting that it
ranks fifth among the wordd's
most waterinsecure coun-
tries and faces a projected 3-
6 °C temperature rise by the
end of the century.

The recent floods caused
an estimated $14.9 billion in
damages and $15.2 billion in
economic losses, exacerbat-
ing water contamination and

disease outbreaks. PCRWR
responded with mobile and
solar-powered watertreat.
ment units in flood-hit areas,
contributing to cholera pre-
vention and relief opera-
tions. She stressed that for
every $1 invested in water
and sanitation, the return is
$4.3 through reduced health-
care costs and improved
productivity, while Pakistan
currently loses $93 billion
annually due to unsafe
water and inefficiencies in
the water sector.

Despite incremental
progress, Pakistan must ac-
celerate efforts seven-fold to
achieve the SDG targets for
safe and affordable drinking
water by 2030. Dr. Hifza at-
tributed the slow pace to co-
ordination challenges, frag-
mented  polides, weak
enforcement and a lack of fi-
nancial  sustainability in
water-supply models.
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PIDE Seminar Warns: Only 47%
of Pakistanis Have Access to Safe

Drinking Water

5 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) organized
a seminar titled “The Thirst for
Safety: Water Quality and Public
Health in Pakistan” at the A. R.
Kemal Hall, Islamabad. The
event brought together experts,
researchers, and students to
deliberate on Pakistan’s grow-
ing water-quality crisis and its
alarming implications for public
health and sustainable develop-

ment. The keynote speaker, Dr.
Hifza Rasheed, Director General
(Water Quality) at the Pakistan
Council of Research in Water
Resources (PCRWR), presented
detailed data and analysis on the
state of Pakistan’s water resourc-
es, while Dr. Shujaat Farooq, Dean
(Research) at PIDE, moderated
the discussion.

Dr. Shujaat Farooq opened
the session by noting that access
to safe and clean water is both a
basic human right and a corner-
stone of national productivity.

Despite Pakistans extensive
natural endowments, he said,
the country faces significant chal-
lenges including contamination,
over-extraction, and institutional
weaknesses that make water inse-
curity one of the nation’s gravest
public-health challenges.

Dr. Hifza Rasheed’s revealed a
comprehensive national overview
Pakistan’s per-capita freshwater
availability has plummeted from
5,260 ms in 1951 to below 1,000
mst in 2024, officially placing the
country in the “water-scarce” cate-

gory.

She warned that unsafe water
causes to an estimated 53,000
child deaths every year and
contributes to Pakistan’s high rates
of stunting—nearly 44 percent of
children nationwide. Industrial
waste, pesticides, and untreated
sewage are polluting surface and
groundwater, with arsenic levels
dangerously high across southern
Punjab and Sindh. Water quality
in the Eastern Rivers (Ravi and
Sutlej) has sharply deteriorated
due to transboundary pollu-
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Only 47% of Pakistanis have
access to safe drinking water
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The Pakistan Institute of
Development  Economics
(PIDE) organized a semi-
nar titled “The Thirst for
Safety: Water Quality and
Public Health in Pakistan.”

The event brought
together experts, re-
scarchers, and stu-
dents to deliberate on
Pakistan's growing
water-quality crisis
and its alarming im-
plications for public
health and sustainable
development. The key-
note speaker, Dr. Hifza
Rasheed, Director Gen-
cral (Water Quality) at
the Pakistan Council
of Rescarch in Water

Resources (PCRWR),
presented detailed data
and analysis on the
state of Pakistan’s wa-
ter resources, while Dr.
Shujaat Farooq, Dean
(Research) at PIDE,
moderated the discus-
sion,

Dr. Shujaat Farooq
opened the session by
noting that access to
safe and clean water
is both a basic human
right and a corner-
stone of national pro-
ductivity.

Despite Pakistan’s
extensive natural en-
dowments, he said,
the country faces sig-
nificant challenges in-
cluding contamination,

over-extraction, and
institutional weak-
nesses that make water
insecurity one of the
nation’s gravest pub-
licchealth  challenges.
Citing UNICEF data, he
emphasized that nearly
70 percent of house-
holds use contaminated
water, and 30 to 40 per-
cent of diseases—such
as diarrhea, hepatitis,
and tylphoid—stcm di-
rectly from unsafe wa-
ter consumption, “The
challenge,” he stated,
“is not just scarcity—
it is coordination and
management challeng-
es that affect both hu-
man and economic de-
velopment.”
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She warned that unsafe water causes to an estimated 53,000
child deaths every year and contributes to Pakistan’s high
rates of stunting—nearly 44 percent of children nationwide.
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In his concluding remarks, Dr: Shujaat Faroog, Dean (Research)
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Only 47% of
Pakistanis have access
to safe drinking water
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