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Development journey
from chimney to digitisation

Rasheed Khalid
Islamabad

As the digital era reshapes
economies around the globe,
Pakistan is envisioning a new
growth trajectory built on in-
novation, inclusion and digi-
tal empowerment.

This vision takes center
stage at the 35th Annual Con-
ference of Pakistan Society
of Development Economists
(PSDE), organized by Pak-
istan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE), sit-
uated in  Quaid-i-Azam
University, under the theme
“URAAN Pakistan: growth
through digital transforma-
tion.”

Scheduled here from
April 15 to 17, the conference
will bring together
economists, technologists,
policymakers and global
thought leaders to explore
how Pakistan can harness

and international leaders,
along with the presentation
of 45 technical papers ad-
dressing critical areas of digh-
tal development, economics,
and inchusive policy design.
According to a statement,

digital transformation to un- take off. URAAN Pakistan is the conference is structured

lock human potential, in-
crease productivity and set
course toward a trillion-dol-
lar economy by 2065,
Rooted in a vision of re-

our call to lift off — to imag-
ine a country where a coder
in Gilgit, an entrepreneur in
Layyah and a data scientist in
Karachi arent working in

form and innovation, the con- silos, but shaping the same
ference buikds on Ministry of digital destiny. At the 3Sth
Planning, Development & PSDE Conference, we are

Special Initiatives. Speaking not just exploring digital
on the urgency of the mo- tools. We are charting a bold

ment, Dr Nadeem Javaid,
Vice-Chancellor of PIDE and
President. PSDE, emphasised
that Pakistan stands at a cnit-
ical inflection point. *Once,
the symbol of progress was
the rising chimney of a fac-
tory. Today, it's a glowing
screen in the palm of a
dreamer. With just a smart-
phone, a data signal and an
idea, the world opens up —
and so does Pakistan's fu-
ture,” he said. “Digital trans-
formation is no longer a
choice — it's the runway
from where Pakistan must

new development story —
one that begins with connec-
tivity and ends with opportu-
nity forall”

Key highlights of PSDE 38
include keynote addresses
from three globally
renowned speakers—Nobel
Laureates Michael Spence,
Pier Paolo Saviotti and
Muhammad J. Sear — whose
insights will lend interna-
tional perspective to Pak-
istan’s digital ambitions. Over
three days, the event will host
six high-level panel discus-
sions featuring both national

around three main objec-
tives. First, accelerating digi-
tal transformation by explor-
ing policies to digitise
govemance, enable smart in-
frastructure and grow Pak-
istan’s digital economy. Sec-
ond, adapting global insights
to the local context, particu-
larly in areas such as Al-
based innovation, digital pub-
lic goods and data
govemance. Finally, the con-
ference places a strong em-
phasis on inclusive growth,
advocating for youth, women
and underserved communi-
ties to be at the core of Pak-
istan’s digital future — ensur-
ing no one is left behind.

With the URAAN agenda
gaining national momentum,
the PSDE 38 conference is
not just a forum for ideas but
a platform for mobilising real,
actionable change, adds the
statement.
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PSDE 38 Sets the Stage
for Pakistan's digital

takeoff

ISLAMABAD APR 10 (DNA)
— As the digital era reshapes
economies around the globe,
Pakistan is envisioning a
new ) built
on innovation, inclusion,
and digital empowerment.
This vision takes center
stage at the 38th Annual
Conference of the Pakistan
Society of Development
Economists (PSDE), organ-
ized by the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics
(PIDE), under the bold
theme “URAAN Pakistan:
Growth Through Digital
Transformation.”

Scheduled from April 15 to
17,2025, at the Marriott Hotel
in Islamabad, the conference
will bring together economists,

unlock human potential, in-
crease productivity, and set
course toward a trillion-dollar
economy by 2035

Rooted in a vision of reform
and innovation, the confer-
ence builds on the continued
efforts of Professor Ahsan
Igbal, Federal Minister for
Planning. Development &
Special Initiatives. His leader-
ship has been instrumental
in championing digital inclu-
sion, knowledge-driven de-
velopment, and institutional
reform—principles that now
form the backbone of the
URAAN framework.

Speaking on the urgency
of the moment, Dr. Nadeem
Javaid, Vice Chancellor of

PIDE and President of PSDE,
emphasized that Pakistan
stands at a critical inflection
point. "Once, the symbol of
progress was the rising chim-
ney of a factory. Today, it's a
glowing screen in the palm of
a dreamer. With just a smart-

said. “Digital transformation
is no longer a choice—it’s the
runway from where Pakistan
must take off.

URAAN Pakistan is our call
to lift off—to imagine a coun-
try where a coder in Gilgit, an
entrepreneur in Layyah, and a
data scientist in Karachi arent
working in silos, but shaping
the same digital destiny. At the
38th PSDE Conference, we are
not just exploring digital tools.
We are charting a bold new
development story—one that
begins with connectivity and
ends with opportunity for all”

Key highlights of PSDE 38
include keynote addresses
from three globally renowned
speakers—Nobel Laureates
Michael Spence, Pier Paolo
Saviotti, and Muhammad J.
Sear—whose insights will
lend international perspec-
tive to Pakistan's digital am-

panel discussions featuring
both national and interna-
tional leaders, along with the
presentation of 45 technical
papers addressing critical
areas of digital development,
economics, and inclusive pol-
icy design.
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URAAN PAKISTAN

Growth through
digital transformation’

starts from April 15

three-day annual conference of the Pakistan Society
of Development Ecomomists (PSDE), m
the Pakistan Institute of Development }
(PIDE) titled “URAAN Pakistan: Growth Through Digital
Transformation,” would commence here on April 1S
(Tuesday). “As the digital era reshapes economies around the
globe, Pakistan is envisioning a new growth trajectory built
on innovation, inclusion and digital empowerment. This
vision takes center stage at the conference,” PIDE said in a
news release.

The 38th conference would bring together economists,
technologisss, policymakers, and global thought leaders to
explore how Pakistan can hamess digital transformation to
unlock human potential, increase productivity and set counse
toward a trillion-dollar economy by 2035,

Rooted in a vision of reform and innovation, the
conference builds on the continved efforts of Federal
Minister for Planning, Deve & Special Initiatives
Professor Absan Iqbal. His ship has been instrumental
in championing digital inclusion, knowledge-driven
development, and institutional reform, principles that now
form the backbone of the URAAN framework. ase
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PSDE's 3-day seminar
“URAAN Pakistan:
Growth Through
Digital Transformation™
to begin tomorrow

APP
ISLAMABAD

A three-day annual conference of the Pakistan Soci-
ety of Development Economists (PSDE), organized
by the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics
(PIDE) titled "URAAN Pakistan: Growth Through Dig-
ital Transformation,” would commence here on April
15 (Tuesday). “As the digital era reshapes econo-
mies around the globe, Pakistan is envisioning a new
growth trajectory built on innovation, inclusion and
digital empowerment. This vision takes center stage
at the conference,” PIDE said in a news release.

The 38th conference would bring together econ-
omists, technologists, policymakers, and global
thought leaders to explore how Pakistan can harness
digital transformation to unlock human potential,
increase productivity and set course toward a tril-
lion-dollar economy by 2035, Rooted In a vision of
reform and tnnovation, the conference bullds on the
continued cofforts of Federal Minister for Planning,
Development & Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal. His leadership has been instrumental in cham-
ploning digital inclusion, knowledge-driven develop-
ment, and institutional reform, principles that now
form the backbone of the URAAN framework.

Speaking on the urgency of the moment, PIDE
Vice Chancellor of PIDE and President of PSDE Dr
Nadeem Javaid emphasized that Pakistan stood at
a critical inflection point. "Once, the symbol of pro-
gress was the rising chimney of a factory. Today, it's
a glowing screen in the palm of a dreamer. With just
a smartphone, a data signal, and an idea, the world
opens up,and so does Pakistan’s future” he said.
“Digital transformation is no longer a choice, it's the
runway from where Pakistan must take off. URAAN
Pakistan is our call to lift offto imagine a country
where a coder in Gllgit, an entrepreneur in Layyah,
and a data scientist in Karachi aren’t working in si-
los, but shaping the same digital destiny.

At the 38th PSDE Conference, we are not just ex-
ploring digital tools. We are charting a bold new de-
velopment story, one that begins with connectivi-
ty and ends with opportunity for all” Nadeem sald.
Key highlights of the conference include keynote ad-
dresses from three globally renowned speakers, No-
bel Laurcates Michael Spence, Pier Paolo Saviottl and
Muhammad . Sear, whose insights would lend inter-
national perspective to Pakistan’s digital ambitions.
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Export growth could take
Pakistan to trillion-dollar
milestone: Ahsan Igal

By Mehtad Haider

ISLAMABALD: Federal Minis-
ter for Plananing Ahsan lqbal
said that a few judges and
generals hatched a conspir-
acy due to their romance with
one political leader and used
an axe to plough the seeds of
political instability in 2016-17.
He said that social media
could be utilized for enter-
tainument or watching movies
but developing a national nar-
rative could not be accom-
plished with that platform,

In his inaugural speech
on the occasion of the 38th
Annual General Meeting and
Conference organized by the
Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics (PIDE)
here on Tuesday, Ahsan
Igbal said that Pakistan
lagged among the regional
countries mainly because of
political instability and in-
consistencies in policies. He
said that India’s
Manmohan Singh had sought
SROs of the Economic Re-
form Agenda executed by
former PM Nawaz Sharif in
1990192 from then minister
Sartaj Aziz and tumed
around their economy but
Nawaz Sharif’s government
was ousted.

He said that they devised his

a five-year plan just ahead of
the 2018 election with the un-
derstanding that whoever
came into power would im-
plement it with finetuning of
the document to align with
their priorities, but from 2018
to 2022 the country was run
without any plan.

Now the economists, he
said, would have to play their
role to guide the youth in the
wake of increased polariza.
tion. “Let’s not create de
spair but increase exports of
Pakistani made ups,” he said
and added that Pakistan
could be turned into a ‘one
trilion dolkar economy”.

The federal minister ladd a
comprehensive transforma-
tion roadmap through the
URAAN 5E Framework, fo-
cusing on Exports, Equity &
Empowerment, E-Pakistan,
Environment & Climate, and
Enengy & Infrastructure,

He emphasized that tech-
nology s a powerful equal.
zer and stressed the need for
National Centres for Digital
Innovation, long-term plan-
ning, and consistent policies
o overcome structural insta-
billity.

“Pakistan is not a poor
country but a poorly mm-
aged economy,
digitization offers a lot of op-
portunities to improve the
business processes and boost
productivity,” the federal
minister added.

Dr. Nadeem Javaid, Presi-
dent of PSDE and Vice Chan-
cellor of PIDE, introduced
*Leapfrogging Ladder

Theory,” proposing a model 5G

for Pakistan to bypass con-
ventional stages of develop-
ment through the adoption of
frontier technologies, institu-
tional reinvention, youth-led
innovation, and a strong ab-
sorptive capacity.

Stressing the urgency of a
digital-first mindset, he
stated, *We cannot shape the
digital future with analogue
instincts—Pakistan  must
choose curation over censor-
ship, and strategy over suspi-
clon.” During the panel dis-
cussion titled *Unlocking
Pakistan's Digital Potential—
The Next 10 Years,” whereby

Ms Emma Fan ADB’s Coun-
try Director stated that Pak-
istan would have to fill the in-
frastructwre  gap  and
undertake deregulation to
unlock the real potential of
digitalzation of the economy.
She pointed out that there
were millions of outof-
school children so the whole
ecosystem needed 0 be de
veloped 10 reap of dividends
of technological advance-
ment. She said that Special
Economic Zones could be a
model as China used it to ex-
pand its expertise. She also
informed that the ADB was
so providing a $125 million loan
for digitalization of the FBR.
Ms Fatima Akhtar from
Jazz sald the excessive taxa-
tion was hampering the
growth trajectory. She also
asked for increasing smart-
phones and boosting the roll-
out of 4G technology before
moving towards launching

Deputy Governor SBP
Saleem Ullah said that the
cumency in circulation stood
at Rs9.6 trillion and it is the
target of the central bank to
reduce it by 25 percent in the
next five years,

He said that there were 60
million users of mobile wal-
lets and it would be pro-
moted in years to come,

The quality of human re-
sources and the safety and
security of the data were
highlighted as major issues
that need to be focused on to
unlock the real potential of
Pakistan.
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Digitization offers
opportunities to improve
business processes: Ahsan

PSDE 38th Conlerence opens with urgent call for digital
transformation and policy reform

STAFF REPORTER
IstAaMABAD

The 38th Annual General
Mecting and Conference
of the Pakistan Socicty
of Development Econo-
mists (PSDE), organized
by the Pakistan Institute
of Development Econom-
ics (PIDE), opened in Is-
lamabad with a powerful
message: Pakistan Is not
underdeveloped—it s
under-managed.

Held in collaboration
with the Ministry of
Planning, Development &
Special Initiatives (MoP-
D&SI), the Asian Devel
opment Bank (ADB), the
Pakistan Poverty Allevi-
ation Fund (PPAF), RAS-
TA, and the CPEC Centre
of Excellence, the confer-
ence is themed "URAAN
Pakistan: Growth
Through Digital Trans-
formation™—a call to re-
imagine development in
the digital era.

In his keynote ad-

dress, Federal Minister  the need for National

for Planning and Chan-

cellor of PIDE, Prof

Ahsan Igbal, laid out a

Centres for Digital In-
novation, longterm
planning, and consist-

“Ihe Minster emphasized
that technology is a
powerlul equalizer and
stressed the need for
National Centres for Digital
Innovation, long-term
planning, and consistent
policies to overcome

structural instability.”

comprehensive  roadm-
ap for transformation
through the URAAN 5E
Fromework, focusing on
Exports, Equity & Em-
powerment, E-Pakistan,
Environment & Climate,
and Energy & Infrastruc-
ture.

He emphasized that
technology is a powerful

cqualizer and stressed

ent policies to overcome
structural instability.

“Pakistan is not poor
country but a poorly man-
aged economy so digiti-
zation offers lot of oppor-
tunitics to improve the
business processes and
boost productivity”, Fed-
eral Minister added.

Dr.  Nadeem  Javaid,
President of PSDE and Vice

Chancellor of PIDE, intro-
duced his “Leapfrogging
Ladder Theory” propos-
Ing a mode for Pakistan to
bypass conventional stag-
esofdevelopment through
the adoption of frontier
technologies, institution-
al reinvention, youth-led
innovation, and a strong
absorptive capacity.
Stressing the urgency of
a digitalfirst mindset, he
stated, “We cannot shape
the digital future with
analog  Instincts—Paki-
stan must choose curation
over censorship, and strat-
Ry over suspicion.”

Mr.  Awals  Manzur
Sumra, Foderal Secrctary
of MoPD&SI, described
URAAN Pakistan as a
strategic  blueprint  to
achieve a$1 trillion econo-
my by 2035, He reallirmed
the centrality of the SEs
framework to digital-first
povernance and urged pol-
icymakers to implement
real policy shifts to build
amore inclusive, technolo-
gy-driven Pakistan,
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Ahsan calls for highlighting role of
supportive ecosystem for national uplift

Under the current government, he said, URAAN Pakistan was launched as a comprehensive national vision to drive eco-
nomic, social and digital transformation. “It is more than a metaphor for flight — it is a declaration that Pakistan is ready
to take off into a new era of opportunity and innovation.”

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal
on Tuesday urged leading econo-
mists to identify the factors that
have repeatedly derailed Paki-
stan from its development tra-
jectory, highlighting the crucial
role of a supportive ecosystem
in achieving sustainable national
growth.

“The seed of development can-
not flourish without an enabling
environment ~ one rooted in
peace and harmony, longterm
political stability, policy consist-
ency and continuous reform.
These are the pillars that suc-
cessful nations have embraced to
reach developed status,” he said.
The minister was addressing the
inaugural session of the three
day annual conference of the Pa-
kistan Society of Devel

Transformation.” He said the
conference reflected a shared
national vision to embrace inno-
vation, technology, and strategic
planning as tools for inclusive and

“URAAN

Economists (PSDE), organized
by the Pakistan Institute of De-
velopment Economics (PIDE),
under the theme: “URAAN Pa-
Jastan: Growth Through Digital

Pakistan is not just a slogan. It
is our commitment to break the
cycle of low growth, low produc-
tivity, and low ambition.” Under
the current he said,

URAAN Pakistan was launched
as a comprehensive national vi-
sion to drive economic, social
and digital transformation. “It is
more than a metaphor for flight
~ it is a declaration that Pakistan
is ready to take off into a new era
of opportunity and innovation.”
Ahsan Igbal said that Pakistan
was not derdeveloped but

had come to put the country on
the course its people rightly de-
served. He highlighted the criti-
cal role of economists in shaping
devel ies, describ-

orientation of URAAN Pakistan,
the minister said the initiative
opened new avenues for pol
icy-backed trade facilitation,
LT Il

trade fairs, and support for man-
ufacturers accessing interna-
tional markets, the government
aims to raise exports to over
$60 billion by 2029 -~ a goal Ah-
san Igbal called achievable and
essential for sustained growth.
“Pakistan has long relied on con-
sumption and imports. Now is
the time to shift towards growth
driven by exports,” he stressed.

Jjust about apps and portals — it's about
responsive, intelligent systems,” he

ing economics as “the queen of
the social sciences™ that ena
bled societies to make informed
decisions about the use and
llocation of scarce resources.

L d,” and the time

Highlighting the exportdriven

gional connectivity. “No country
can grow sustainably without
increasing its foreign exchange
earnings,” he noted. Through
sectoral export strategies, en-
hanced participation in global

of “ePakistan” as a new

and greentech - all designed to gen-
erate jobs and attract investment.
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Digital Transformation, Al, and Tax
Reform Take Center Stage on Day 2 of
PSDE’s 38th Conference

& Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The second day
of the 38th Annual Conference of
the Pakistan Society of Develop-
ment Economists (PSDE), host-
ed by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE),
brought together renowned schol-
ars, economists, policymakers,
and development professionals
from across Pakistan and abroad.
Held in collaboration with the
Ministry of Planning, Devel-
opment & Special Initiatives
(MoPD&SI), the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB), Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF),

RASTA, CPEC Centre of Excel-
lence, and the Bank of Punjab, the
day focused on pressing nation-
al challenges including digital
transformation, artificial intelli-
gence (Al), and fiscal sustainabil-
ity. With expert insights and poli-
cy-focused dialogue, the confer-
ence continues to chart a bold
course toward inclusive, tech-ena-
bled economic development.
Professor Pier Paolo Saviotti
of Utrecht University delivered
the prestigious Allama Igbal
Lecture, presenting a powerful
case for structural change in
economic development. Using the
TEVECON model, he argued that

while improving efficiency within
existing sectors provides tempo-
rary gains, long-term growth
depends on qualitative change
through the creation of new
sectors and diversified output.
He described this phenomenon as
“creative destruction,” where the
economy continuously regener-
ates itself through the emergence
of new industries.

In the Quaid-e-Azam Lecture,
Nobel Laureate Professor Michael
Spence presented “Digital Trans-
formations, Al, Productivity, and
the Future of Work: A Conver-
sation for Pakistan.” He explored
the global Al landscape, stating

that Al is a transformative force
fundamentally altering produc-
tivity and labor markets. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez and Dr. Huma
Bagqai, as discussants, noted the
unequal global distribution of AI
benefits and stressed the impor-
tance of national readiness.
Chairing the session, Dr. Eatzaz
Ahmed concluded that techno-
logical literacy and social learning
are now as important as reading
and writing in buildinga modern
economy.

The second panel session of
the day addressed one of Paki-
stan’s most critical issues: tax
reform and public trust. Titled

Pakistan’s  Fiscal

“Charting
Trajectory: Enhancing Transpar-
ency & Trust,” the panel brought
together experts including Dr.
Hamid Ateeq Sarwar (FBR), Dr.
Mahmood Khalid (PIDE), Mr.
Tobias Haque (World Bank), Dr.

Ali Salman (PRIME Institute),
Ms. Hina Usmani (Usmani &
Co.),and Dr. Tkram Ul Haq (Legal
Tax Expert), moderated by Mr.
Nasruminallah Mian (ADB).
Further discussions addressed

the evolving role of Alin academic

research. While generative Al
boosts research productivity,
ethical concerns were raised,
prompting calls for training on
responsible use, light-touch insti-
tutional regulation, and curric-
ulum integration.




/i,

S POST

April 17, 2025

Digital transformation,tax reform
take center stage at PSDE s moot

SAIFULLAH ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The second
day of the 38th Annual
Conference of the Pakistan
Society of Development
Economists (PSDE), host-
ed by the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics
(PIDE), brought together
renowned scholars, econ-
omists, policymakers, and
development professionals
from across Pakistan and
abroad. Held in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Planning, Development &
Special Initiatives (MoP-
D&SI), the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund

(PPAF), RASTA, CPEC
Centre of Excellence, and
the Bank of Punjab, the day
focused on pressing nation-
al challenges including digi-
tal transformation, artificial
intelligence (Al), and fiscal
sustainability. With expert
insights and policy-focused
dialogue, the conference con-
tinues to chart a bold course
toward inclusive, tech-ena-
bled economic development
Professor Pier Paolo Saviotti
of Utrecht University deliv-
ered the prestigious Allama
Igbal Lecture, presenting a
powerful case for structural
change in economic develop-
ment. Using the TEVECON
model, he argued that while
improving efficiency within

existing sectors provides
temporary gains, long-term
growth depends on qualita-
tive change through the crea-
tion of new sectors and diver-
sified output. He described
this phenomenon as “cre-
ative destruction,” where
the economy continuously
regenerates itself through
the emergence of new indus-
tries. Saviotti emphasized
the need for a strong insti-
tutional framework to ena-
ble these transformations
and stressed that economic
development is a bi-~causal
process—both driven by and
driving structural change.
Discussants Dr. Adnan Rafiq
and Dr. Idrees Khawaja re-
inforced this perspective,

highlighting the importance
of innovation, ecosystem
development, and public
service delivery to sustain
growth. Chairing the session,
Dr. Safdar Sohail urged poli-
cymakers to go beyond effi-
ciency and pursue sectoral
reinvention as a strategic
imperative. In the Quaid-e-
Azam Lecture, Nobel Lau-
reate Professor Michael
Spence presented “Digital
Transformations, Al, Pro-
ductivity, and the Future
of Work: A Conversation
for Pakistan.” He explored
the global Al landscape,
stating that Al is a trans-
formative force funda-
mentally altering produc-
tivity and labor markets.
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PSDE conference calls
for smart governance

Rasheed Khalid
islamabad

The 38th Annual General
Meeting and Conference of
Pakistan Society of Develop-
ment Economists (PSDE)
concluded here wrapping up
three days of dynamic dis-
cussions, presentations, and
policy dialogues.

Organised by Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) in col-
laboration with Ministry of
Planning, Development &
Special Initiatives
(MoPD&SI), Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund
(PPAF), Research for Social
Transformation and Ad-
vancement (RASTA), CPEC
Centre of Excellence and
the Bank of Punjab.

In the final day, Senator
Ishaq Dar, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, emphasised the
pivotal role of provincial

governments in shaping
Pakistan’s digital future.
Drawing from his involve-
ment in the 18th Constitu-
tional Amendment and the
2000 NFC Award, Senator
Dar highlighted the need for
provinces to demonstrate
tangible results now that
they hold greater autonomy
and fiscal resources. He
stressed the importance of
digitisation at the grassroots
level, advocating for smart
schools, e-governance and
realtime data systems as es-
sential tools for national de
velopment. He called for in-
novation to be led by
provinces, citing examples
such as digital agriculture in
KP, education reforms in
Gilgit-Baltistan and climate
resilience in Sindh.

Earlier, Mohammad J
Sear, EY MENAS Digital
Government & Public Sec-
tor Leader, in his Mahbubul
Haq Memonial Lecture chal-

lenged traditional defini-
tions of state power in an
increasingly digitised
world. He argued that in the
modem era, sovereignty in-
cludes control over data,
digital infrastructure and
cyber platforms.

Rana [hsaan Afzal Khan,
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister, echoed these senti-
ments and described data as
“the new oil." He updated
the audience on legislative
efforts to enable a cashless
economy and promote na-
tional data govemance.

The discussions re-
vealed key insights into the
challenges and opportuni-
ties Pakistan faces in its
digital transition. Despite
limitations, there is grow-
ing momentum across sec-
tors and provinces toward
embracing technology as a
driver of growth, inclusion,
and resilience, the discus-
sants observed
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PSDE Conference Calls for Smart
Governance and Bold Innovation

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 38th Annu-
al General Meeting and Conference
of the Pakistan Society of Develop-
ment Economists (PSDE) conclud-
ed today in Islamabad, wrapping up
three days of dynamic discussions,
presentations, and policy dialogues.
Hosted by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
and organized in collaboration with
the Ministry of Planning, Develop-
ment & Special Initiatives (MoPD&-
SI), the Asian Development Bank
(ADB), Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF), Research for Social
Transformation and Advancement
(RASTA), CPEC Centre of Excellence,
and the Bank of Punjab, the confer-
ence brought together a diverse range
of scholars, policymakers, economists,
and development professionals from
across Pakistan and the international
community.

The final day featured a high-
level keynote panel on “Smart Prov-
inces for a Smarter Pakistan,” where
the Guest of Honour, Hon. Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, emphasized the pivotal role
of provincial governments in shaping
Pakistan’s digital future. Drawing from

his involvement in the 18th Consti-
tutional Amendment and the 2009
NFC Award, Senator Dar highlighted
the need for provinces to demonstrate

tangible results now that they hold
greater autonomy and fiscal resources.
He stressed the importance of digiti-
zation at the grassroots level, advo-

cating for smart schools, e-governance,
and real-time data systems as essen-
tial tools for national development. He
called for innovation to be led by prov-
inces, citing examples such as digital
agriculture in KP, education reforms
in Gilgit-Baltistan, and climate resil-
ience in Sindh. Senator Dar reiter-
ated the urgency of revising the NFC
Award and phasing out overlapping
federal bodies that contradict the spirit
of devolution. He ended his address
with a compelling call for collabora-
tive action, stating, “When Pakistan
takes flight, every province must lift.”
Also addressing the audience was
Minister for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan
Igbal, who congratulated PIDE for
successfully hosting the conference.
He stressed the importance of trans-
forming research into action and
urged that the conference’s recommen-
dations be synthesized into concrete,
implementable policies. Prof. Igbal
encouraged provincial governments
toassume active roles in the country’s
socio-economic development and
emphasized the need to close the gap
between “knowing and doing.”
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Pakistan’s Digital Future
Begins in the Provinces

W DNA
ISLAMABAD

38th Annual General Meeting and Conference
of the Pakistan Society of Development
Economists (PSDE) concluded today in
Islamabad, wrapping up three days of dy-
namic discussions, presentations, and policy
dialogues.

Hosted by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE) and organized
in collaboration with the Ministry of Planning,
Development & Special Initiatives (MoPD&SI),
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Research
for Social Transformation and Advancement
(RASTA), CPEC Centre of Excellence, and the
Bank of Punjab, the conference brought to-
gether a diverse range of scholars, policymak-
ers, economists, and development professionals

from across Pakistan and the international
community.

The final day featured a high-level keynote
panel on “Smart Provinces for a Smarter
Pakistan,” where the Guest of Honour, Hon
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, em-
phasized the pivotal role of provindial govern-
ments in shaping Pakistan's digital future.

Drawing from his involvement in the 18th
Constitutional Amendment and the 2009 NFC
Award, Senator Dar highlighted the need for
provinces to demonstrate tangible results
now that they hold greater autonomy and fis-
cal resources. He stressed the importance of
digitization at the grassroots level, advocating
for smart schools, e-governance, and real-time
data systems as essential tools for national
development.
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PSDE moot calls for smart
governance and bold innovation

ISLAMABAD: The 38th Annual General Meeting and Conference of the Pakistan Society of Development Economists
(PSDE) concluded today in Islamabad, wrapping up three days of dynamic discussions, presentations, and policy dia-
logues. Hosted by the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) and organized in collaboration with the
Ministry of Planning, Development & Special Initiatives (MoPD&SI), the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Research for Social Transformation and Advancement (RASTA), CPEC Centre of Excel-
lence, and the Bank of Punjab, the conference brought together a diverse range of scholars, policymakers, economists,
and development professionals from across Pakistan and the international community. The final day featured a high-level
keynote panel on “Smart Provinces for a Smarter Pakistan,” where the Guest of Honour, Hon. Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, emphasized the pivotal role of provincial governments in
shaping Pakistan’s digital future. Drawing from his involvement in the 18th Constitutional Amendment and the 2009 NFC
Award, Senator Dar highlighted the need for provinces to demonstrate tangible results now that they hold greater auton-
omy and fiscal resources. He stressed the importance of digitization at the grassroots level, advocating for smart schools,
e-governance, and real-time data systems as essential tools for national development. He called for innovation to be led by
provinces, citing examples such as digital agriculture in KP, education reforms in Gilgit-Baltistan, and climate resilience
in Sindh. Senator Dar reiterated the urgency of revising the NFC Award and phasing out overlapping federal bodies that
contradict the spirit of devolution. He ended his address with a compelling call for collaborative action, stating, “When
Pakistan takes flight, every province must lift.” Also addressing the audience was Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan Igbal, who congratulated PIDE for successfully hosting the conference. He stressed the
importance of transforming research into action and urged that the conference’s recommendations be synthesized into
concrete, implementable policies. Prof. Igbal encouraged provincial governments to assume active roles in the country’s
socio-economic development and emphasized the need to close the gap between “knowing and doing.”

Earlier in the day, the prestigious Mahbub Ul Haq Memorial Lecture was delivered by Mohammad J. Sear, EY MENA's
Digital Government & Public Sector Leader. His lecture, titled “Rethinking Sovereignty in the Digital Age,” chal-
lenged traditional definitions of state power in an increasingly digitized world. He argued that in the modern era,
sovereignty includes control over data, digital infrastructure, and cyber platforms—areas where global tech giants
often wield more power than states. Sear advocated for Pakistan to invest in sovereign digital ecosystems and Al
development to safeguard its autonomy and economic future. Chairing the session, Mr. Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan,
Coordinator to the Prime Minister, echoed these sentiments and described data as “the new oil.” He updated the
audience on legislative efforts to enable a cashless economy and promote national data governance. A major high-
light of the day was a panel discussion on “CPEC 2.0: Digital Leap - Learning China’s Transformation,” moderated
by Dr. M. Muzammil Zia. Experts including Prof. Yuan Li of Shandong University and Dr. Mahmood Khalid of PIDE
emphasized the shift from infrastructure-led growth under CPEC 1.0 to innovation and knowledge exchange under
CPEC 2.0. Prof. Li outlined China’s successful model of using policy-driven innovation to transform its economy and
encouraged similar steps in Pakistan. Dr. Manzoor Ahmad advocated for digitalizing Pakistan’s economy to empower
SMEs and boost competitiveness. Mr. Ahmed Masud from Huawei highlighted the success of Huawei’s Islamabad-based global
resource center and advocated for deeper Pakistan-China digital collaboration. Other panelists, including Dr. Hassan Waqar of
NUST, stressed the need for policy consistency and strong educational governance to achieve digital transformation. —-DNA
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Dar advocates NFC
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