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A SHARED DREAM OF PROGRESS

Islamabad and Beijing are finally manifesting CPEC
2.0.The inception of idea can be traced back a couple
of years ago, when Vice Premier He Lifeng visited
PaKistan, carrying a special message from Chinese
President Xi ]}i]npmg, marking not just a diplomatic
exchange but the reaffirmation of ‘a transfgrmative
vision. CPEC 2.0 - the next chapter of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor - is not merely about
infrastructure; it'’s about ambition, innovation, and a
shared future.

As President Xi Jinping once said, “The Belt and
Road Initiative is not an empty slogan but a real

ractice that brings tangible ‘benefits”, and for
Eakistan, CPEC has indeed delivered tangible results
— from_highways to power plants, from ports to
industrial zones. Yet, the story doesn't end here. In
fact, it was the éroundwork or what has to come.

Thus, CPEC 2.0'is a leap towards a future driven by

knowledge, technology, sustainability, and inclusive
growth.

Likewise, Prime Minister Shahbaz  Sharif,
complementing the vision of (;‘hinese Premier, on
an occasion precisely expressed, “CPEC 2.0 will not
only reshape Pakistan’s economy but redefine our role
in the global economic landscape.” Now, Pakistan
has the opportunity to lead, innovate, and uplift its
people - just as China did when it transformed its
own landscape with visionary reforms and relentless
determination.

But this future is not being built on roads alone. It
is guided by two Eowerfu frameworks: First is the
Five Es (5 s%— xport, E-Pakistan, Environment,
Energy, and Equity — which sets Pakistan’s national
olicy agenda. Second is related to Five Corridors
5Cs) - Growth, Innovation, Green, Livelihood,
and Openness Corridors — which operationalize
this vision. These frameworks represent Pakistan’s
commitment to aligning growth with sustainability,
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inclusion, and innovation — the very principles that
L1 o
propelled China’s meteoric rise.

A TALE OF TWO NATIONS: LESSONS
FROM CHINA'S RISE

Let’s not forget, Pakistan and China share more than

eography — they share a history. From the ancient
%ﬂk Road to the modern Belt and Road Initiative,
both nations have long been linked by trade, culture,
and a shared pursuit of progress.

China’s own development journey offers invaluable
lessons. Over the past four decades, China has
lifted over 800 million people out of poverty - an
achievement unparallelecf in modern history. C)éntral
to this success was the strategic development of
Special Economic Zones (SEZs), which attracted
foreign investment, nurtured industries, and spurred
regional growth.

Additionally, China’s emphasis on innovation and
digital transformation has placed it at the forefront
ofg global technological advancements. Today, cities
like Shenzhen and glangzhou are not only industrial
powerhouses but also hubs for fintech, Al and green
technology.

As Minister Ahsan Igbal aptly observed, “Pakistan
has a unique opportunity to apply the lessons of
China’s economic miracle, adapting them to our
own realities and strengths” — a vision embodied in
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Building on this momentum, Pakistan now charts
its own path toward sustainable development by
prioritizing  technological ~ innovation, fostering
inclusive growth, and capitalizing on its strategic
geography as a regional connectivity hub. This
evolution positions CPEC 2.0 not merely as
infrastructure development, but as a transformative
blueprint for equitable progress aligned with
Pakistan’s distinct economic potential.

GROWTH CORRIDOR:
ROADS AND PORTS

Needless to say that infrastructure remains a
backbone of development, but Pakistans true
economic sovereignty will come from producing,
innovating, and exporting. In parallel, the Growt

Corridor will be connecting SEZs to global markets,
fostering industrial sophistication and value-added
production.

BEYOND

Thus than relying on low-value exports as
always, Pakistan can now expand its footprint in
pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, precision
agmculture, and IT Sservices. Enhanced 00istics,
modern transport systems, and streamlined trade

rocesses will ensure that Pakistani products reach
international markets sw1ftly and competitively.

Just as China turned Shenzhen from a fishing village
into a global tech hub, Pakistan has the potential to
transform its own industrial landscape — creating
jobs, boosting exports, and achieving economic
resilience.

INNOVATION CORRIDOR:POWERING
A DIGITAL PAKISTAN

As we all know, it is a well-established fact, that the
future belongs to nations that lead in innovation.
This is why Pakistan’s Innovation Corridor under
CPEC 2.0 ‘envisions technology parks, incubators,
and R&D hubs where ideas turn into solutions.

From Al and blockchain to biotechnology and
space technology, the goal is to harness the power
of emerging technologies. By investing in 5G
infrastructure, fiber-optic networks, and fintech
platforms, Pakistan will empower its youth to lead
in the global digital economy.

Moreover, Pakistan can collaborate with Chinese
tech giants for knowledge exchange and joint
ventures, creating a robust ecosystem of chﬁltal
entrepreneurship. Imagine a Pakistan where Lahore
and Karachi mirror the success of China’s Beijin
Zhongguancun — a hub of tech unicorns an
digital innovation.

GREEN CORRIDOR: SUSTAINABILITY
AT THE CORE

In the times we live and looking into the future, it is
becoming increasingly crucial that economic growth
should pave the way for a sustainable future, not
at the expense of it. Thus, Green Corridor ensures
that Pakistan’s development is not just rapid but also
resilient, aligning economic progress with climate
responsibility.

In this context, China’s success in renewable energy
is a guiding example. It leads the world in solar
and wind power capacity, with cities like Shanghai
becoming models of sustainable urban planning.
Pakistan 1s already making strides in clean energy,
but CPEC 2.0 will accelerate this transition
through: solar and wind farms to reduce reliance on
fossil %uels, electric vehicle infrastructure for cleaner
transportation, and smart energy management
systems to ensure efficient power use.

These initiatives will not only reduce emissions but
also create green jobs and ensure energy security for
generations to come.
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REGIONAL  CONNECTIVITY AND
OPENING UP CORRIDOR

Economic growth cannot be actualized in silos. It
needs communication, collaboration and connectivity.
Based on these principles, the connectivity corridor
will materialize regional collaboration through trade
openness, inclusiveness, active communication and
exchange of not only tangible goods and services but
also ideas, academic debates, and most importantly,

knowledge.
This corridor will also help expand the range and

scope of cooperation for opportunities amon
people across regions and seek common growth an

prosperlty.

CORRIDOR OF LIVELIHOOD

The livelihood of a populace is as motivated by
economic well-being as it is by social well-being. The
corridor of livelihood, by focusing on the social and
economic well-being of the Pakistani populace, aims
to build a society based on the normative principles
of equality, inclusion, diversity and empowerment.

To achieve these ends, 10 different projects under this
corridor have been outlined to meet target-oriented
ends of expanding opportunities for all in Pakistan
including: digital medical and healthcare, education
and traming, skills attainment, mechanization of
agricultural practices, employment creation, Research
and Development, and revival of creative industries
in Pakistan.

THEROAD AHEAD: A CALLTO ACTION

In a crux, CPEC 2.0 is not merely a project; it is a

romise of a future where Pakistani ingustries thrive,
its youth lead in innovation, and its natural resources
are preserved.

Nonetheless, this transformation will not happen
in isolation. It requires the collective will of every
Pakistani — from policymakers to entrepreneurs,
from academics to laborers and so on. It is time to
move beyond skepticism and seize the opportunity
before us.

To those who doubt or hesitate, remember that every
great journey begins with a bold step. The roads,
ports, and industrial zones we have built are not the
end goal — they are the foundations for a brighter

uplifting communities, and ensuring no one is left

behind

China, with its unprecedented progress based on
technology-driven growth, ﬁscaIP incentives, and a
rapidly evolving and knowledge-seeking populace,
has mamtame%{ acceleration in modernization
without compromising the normative development.
The economic g¢rowth with socioeconomic
equality is the desired model for social change and
development. This route, as envisaged in China and
articulated by the Prime Minister in his aforesaid
speech, is Jepic.tive of the future development
trajectory in Pakistan.

Now is the time to rally behind this vision. Support
the innovators, empower the youth, and champion
the entrepreneurs who will shape our digital future.
The corridors of CPEC 2.0 are open, and the road
to Pakistan’s tomorrow lies before us. Let us walk it
together - with hope, with determination, and with
the conviction that our best days are yet to come.

Conclusion

With CPEC 2.0, Pakistan has the opportunity to take
control of its economic destiny, reclaim its position
in the global economic landscape and unleash the
immense potential of it’s people. No longer is
CPEC only confined to the realm of infrastructure,
having now broadened to transforming Pakistan into
an innovative and export-led economic powerhouse.
Pakistan, through ‘aligning the S5 Es—Export,
E-Pakistan, Environment, Energy, and Equity—with
the SCs—Growth, Innovation, Green, Livelihood,
and Opening-Up Corridors, is guaranteeing that
every project, every policy, and every investment
is geared toward an overarching vision of national

prosperity.
Although the road ahead is daunting, Pakistan has

never been a nation that shies away from challenges.
Through the combination of  consistent and
durable policies, strong leadership as well as an
unwavering national resolve, the country will realize
the full potential of CPEC, making it a corridor
of transformation, innovation, and limitless
opportunity rather than merely a trade corridor.
TP e futuré is not something we wait for—it is
something we build. And with CPEC 2.0, Pakistan
is building a future that is nothing short of
extraordinary.

tomorrow. It is our ingenuity, resilience, and resolve
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Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif articulated it
perfectly when he expressed: “CPEC 2.0 is not just

about GDP growth; it’s about transforming lives,
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