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PIDE and ECP sign MoU at ECP Secretariat to strengthen electoral research,
capacity building

B STAFF REPORTER
SLAMARAD

The Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE)
and the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(Moll) to collaborate on re
search, training, capacity build-
ing and youth civic engagement
Initiatives aimed at strengthen:
ing democratic governance,
electoral awareness, and evi-
dence-based policymaking in
Pakistan.

The MoU was signed at the

ECP Secretariat in Islamabad,
The PIDE delegation was led
by Dr Nasir Iqbal, Professor of
Economics and Registra, PIDE,
while the ECP delegation was
led by Mr. Omer Hamid Khan,
Secretary, Election Commission
of Pakistan,

Under the MolJ, both institu-
tions will pursue joint research
projects and publications fo-
cusing on electoral processes,
governance, |

Training of Trainers (ToT),
workshops, seminars, and short
courses for educators, research-
ery, and professionals, alongside
youth-focused civic engagement
initlatives, including digital tools
and educational content to pro-
mote democratic participation.
The collaboration further envi-
sions opportunities for placing
graduate and doctoral students
for research, policy analysis,
and | support, and

per-
formance, voter behaviour, and
related public policy arcas.

The partnership also includes

for enabling data sharing and
analytical support for policy
recommendations, in line with

Koning ¢

applicable Laws and confidenti
ality requirements,
The MoU will remain effective
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for five years from the date of
signature, with the provision
for extension by mutual consent.
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Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Nasir Igbal said the partnership
reflects PIDE's commitment to
connecting rigorous research
and capacity development with
national priorities, and to sup-
porting stronger democratic
Institutions through evidence,
learning, and practical collabo-
ration. He noted that the Mol
will create meaningful avenues
for research-driven insights,
professional training, and civic
education that can contribute to
a more informed and participa-
tory democratic culture.

Mr. Omer Hamid Khan stated
that the collaboration aligns
with the ECP’s mandate to
promote public awareness and
voter education, while support-
ing continuous improvements
in institutional performance
through knowledge exchange
and targeted capacity-building
initiatives, He emphasized that
sustained engagement with re-
search and policy Institutions
helps strengthen democratic
participation and contributes to
the credibility and effectiveness
of electoral processes.
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PIDE, ECP sign MoU to strengthen
electoral research, capacity building

STAFF REPORTER

The Pakistan Institute
of Development Eco-
nomics (PIDE) and the
Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on
Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU)
to collaborate on re-
search, training, ca-
pacity building and
youth civic engage-
ment initiatives aimed
at strengthening dem-

ocratic governance,
electoral awareness
and evidence-based

policymaking in Paki-
stan.

The MoU was signed
at the ECP Secretariat
here. The PIDE delega-
tion was led by PIDE
Professor of Economics
and Registrar r Nasir

Igbal, while the ECP del-
egation was led by ECP
Secretary Omer Hamid
Khan, a news release

said.
Under the MoU, both
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institutions would pur-
sue joint research pro-
jects and publications
focusing on electoral
processes, governance,
institutional perfor-
mance, voter behaviour,
and related public poli-
Cy areas.

The partnership also
includes Training of
Trainers (ToT), work-
shops, seminars, and
short courses for edu-

cators, researchers, and
professionals, alongside
youth-focused civic en-
gagement initiatives,
including digital tools
and educational content
to promote democratic
participation.

The  collaboration
further envisions op-
portunities for placing
graduate and doctoral
students for research,
policy analysis, and
institutional  support,
and for enabling data
sharing and analytical
support for policy rec-
ommendations, in line
with applicable laws
and confidentiality re-
quirements. The MoU
would remain effective
for five years from the
date of signature, with
the provision for exten-
sion by mutual consent.



