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The country has been in lockdown, the economic activity has plummeted, and it is advised to stay at 
home in these testing times of COVID-19, as the second wave is taking a toll. Despite the clear govern-
ment orders, authoritative instructions and awareness campaigns, people are less-heeded to comply 
with these. Away from the metropolitan hustle, there is a life that is less affected by the state orders 
and does go on synonymous to as it was before, with less economic transactions assuredly.

However, the trickle-down effects of economic slowdown are creeping in and there is a visible 
slowdown in community mobility in Pakistan. While the media reports indicate less affective 
social-distancing abiding within peripheral areas, there is clear indication of low mobility seen 
in urban areas and public spaces. Google mobility reports suggests a clear precipitous slow-
down in mobility with the help of surveilling mechanisms of geo-locating the people. 

Google started reporting the mobility changes on the baseline media of the 5-week spanning 
since January 3, 2020 to February 6, 2020. Based on these baseline medians, the google has 
been updating the mobility reports regularly. As per the data, till March 26, 2020 there is a 
significant decrease observable in the mobility within Pakistan. 

Google has been using the location data in understanding how social distancing, or quarantine, 
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This article was written in April to understand the people’s willingness to stay at home in 
face of COVID. Much of the situation remains same.



has affected the movements of people; and in order to map the changes in patterns, Google has 
been updating its reports.

Governments worldwide are partnering with the Google, and using Google Data, to keep peo-
ple at their homes, and in case of unusual gatherings and the rush, the local administration is 
alerted to disperse the people. 
In Pakistan the statistics show a decrease of 47 % in Retail and Recreation Mobility as com-
pared to baseline 5-week period of January to February 2020. The community movement to 
Grocery and Pharmacy points reduced by 55%; the movement to parks by 45% and transit 
stations came down by 62% because of shutting down major transit stations. The movement 
to workplaces has come down by 42% within last 6 weeks.

In comparison with other countries, the movement in Pakistan, comparatively, has been 
significantly more concluding the lesser degree of lockdown and loopholes in enforcing the 
lockdown. 
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There is a strict enforcement of lockdown in Italy, as observable through statistics, after the 
sudden explosion of deaths and number of Corona infected patients since mid-march. This 
degree of rise in patients called for such extreme measures, and fear and panic looms in Italy. 
The United States is having the greatest number of cases of Corona, and resorting only to a 
partial shut-down hints as plausible cause. 

With lesser percentage moving in and out of country, Pakistan still needs to have further accu-
rate measures to contain the COVID-19.

Other than the contingent availability of data and permissions allowed through the mobile set-
tings in individual phone sets, this data can be used as a guide for business decision making, 
governmental decision making. 
The governments can reach out to Google to understand and map out the high-mobility zones 
and focus on averting COVID-19 spread in particular areas.
Businesses can understand the degree of lockdowns and decide on their supply chain matters. 
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