
Interpreting Islam, 
Modernity and  
Women’s Rights         
in Pakistan 
 

Dr. Anita M. Weiss 

Palgrave Macmillan 

2015 



1986 2001 



Culture, Class, and Development in Pakistan: The 
Emergence of an Industrial Bourgeoisie in Punjab (1991)  
 

1992/2002  
          (2nd edition) 



2013 



2013 2014 



 اجتهاد
 

interpretation 

Interpreting Islam, Modernity and  
Women’s Rights in Pakistan 

 



Chapter I     Introduction: Women’s Rights and Islamic Concerns with  
                           Ijtihad over those Rights  
                    

                                                              

Chapter II  Legal Reforms & State Policies affecting Women’s Rights

                                  

       

                                          

Chapter III  Mainstream & Popular Perceptions of Women’s Rights  

 in Pakistan 

  

Chapter IV  Progressive Women’s NGOs’ Interpretations of 
 Women’s Rights  

 

Chapter V  Orthodox Islamist Interpretations of Women’s Rights 

      

                                                    

Chapter VI  The Tehrik-e-Taliban in Swat 

  

Chapter VII  Moving Onwards 

Table of Contents 
 



Chapter I Introduction: Women’s Rights & 

Islamic concerns with ijtihad over those rights 

 

  

 Introduction to the book’s concerns, 

and to the concept of ijtihad 

 

 Pakistan as a Microcosm of both Global 

Issues  

 



Chapter II Legal Reforms and State 

Policies affecting Women’s Rights 

 Legal Reforms and Women’s Rights  

                                 

 Implementation of CEDAW, UN Responses 

and Additional Actions   



Chapter III Mainstream and Popular 

Perceptions of Women’s Rights 
 

 Traditional Views on Women’s Rights in 

Pakistan 

 

 Contemporary Nationwide Public Opinions on 

Women’s Rights (Gallup & Gilani Pakistan; 

the PewResearch Global Attitudes Project) 

 



  

Chapter IV Progressive Women’s NGOs’ 

       Interpretations of Women’s Rights 
  

 Shirkat Gah and the Aurat Foundation: 

   the Organizations and their Visions 

 

 Pushing Women’s Rights Further: Additional 

Issues of Concern to Women’s Rights NGOs  

 



Chapter V Orthodox Islamist 

Interpretations of Women’s Rights 

                                   

 The Jama’at-i-Islami’s Vision on Women’s 

Rights 

 

  The MMA Government in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, 2002-08   

                                                                    

 Al-Huda 



Chapter VI The Tehrik-e-Taliban in Swat 
 

 Foregrounding the Emergence of the Swat Taliban 

 

 The Swat Taliban’s ijtihad on Modernity and 

Women’s Rights  

 



Chapter VII: Moving Onwards 

  Reflections on perceptual differences in 
visions of Muslim women’s rights today, 
effects on civil society and social cohesion,    
and policy implications. 

 

  The resultant ‘culture wars’ over women’s 
rights are visibly  ripping the country apart as 
groups talk past one another, each confident 
that it is the proprietor of culture and 
interpreter of religion, while others are 
misinterpreting both.  

 

 


