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‘Research for social
transformation and
advancement launched

Our correspondent

Islamabad

In October 2020, the Pak-
istan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE)
launched a multi-year com-
petitive grants programme
for policy-oriented re-
| search in Pakistan titled
‘Research for Social Trans-
formation and Advance-
ment’ (RASTA). The pro-
gram seeks to develop
local thought communities
and establish a research
network of academia and
think tanks across Pakistan
producing high-quality, evi-
dence-based policy re-
search to inform Pakistan’s
public policy process.
Talking to a group of
journalists, renowned
economist and Vice Chan-
cellor of PIDE Dr. Nadeem
ul Haque said, one objec-
tive of RASTA is to put the

Pakistani researcher to se-
rious work on the economy
and key public policy is-
sues to accelerate our eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment, improve our society,
and achieve the promise of
Pakistan.

Dr. Nadeem said that
for too long, the public
policymaking in Pakistan
has surrendered thought
leadership to donors. It is
high time to conduct
some meaningful re-
search, inform decision-
making, and help formu-
late indigenous policies
instead of relying on sub-
standard donor advice.
RASTA provides the op-
portunity to reduce the
research-policy gap by
providing answers and ev-
idence that can con-
tribute to improving the
policy and policy-making
process in Pakistan.




